
 

 



 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

JUNE 21, 2020  
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                               “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” [LSB 915], vs. 1, 2 & 4 
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INVOCATION | CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION        

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

Pastor: We come before the Lord this day to be strengthened in faith and to be witnesses of righteousness 
and truth before a hostile world. Let us first confess our own sinfulness, that we receive mercy, 
grace, and forgiveness from God. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 



 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE          “All People That On Earth Do Dwell” [LSB 791], vs. 1–3 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                          Jeremiah 20:7–13  
  

7 You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed.  I am ridiculed all day long; 

everyone mocks me.  8 Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction.  So the word of the 

LORD has brought me insult and reproach all day long.  9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak  

anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones.  I am weary of holding it 

in; indeed, I cannot.  10 I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side!  Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” 

All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him 

and take our revenge on him.”  11 But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will  

stumble and not prevail.  They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will never be forgotten.  
12 LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance 

on them, for to you I have committed my cause.  13 Sing to the LORD!  Give praise to the LORD!  He rescues the 

life of the needy from the hands of the wicked. 
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                             Romans 6:12–23  
 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part 

of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been 

brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For 

sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.  15 What then? Shall 

we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you 

offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves 

to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, 

though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has 

now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  
19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer  

yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to  

righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of  

righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those 

things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the  



 

 

benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” [Gary Einertson, soloist] 
CCLI License # 3134458 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                        Matthew 5:17–26 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore  
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  21 “You have heard that it was said to 
the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to 
a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of 
the fire of hell.  23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 
them; then come and offer your gift.  25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to 
court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not 
get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                           “The Law of God is Good and Wise” [LSB 579], vs. 1–3 & 6 
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SERMON                          “Anger” Matthew 5:17–26 
[Sermon series from Matthew - The Best of the Best: The Sermon on the Mount] 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED       

      
 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS           [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

THE PRAYERS  
 

Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord,      

People: Lord, have mercy.  
  

Pastor: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  Amen.    
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN         “God of Grace and God of Glory” [LSB 850], vs. 1, 2 & 4 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS | DISMISSAL 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thank you to Gary Einertson for leading the hymns and singing the Special Music for today!  
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