
 

Simply Good News 
Session 5 - Rethinking Heaven 

 
1. Review how these 4 points help define good news: 

a. Announcement of event that has happened 
b. Larger backstory within which the announcement makes sense 
c. Sudden unveiling of new future that lies ahead 
d. Transformation of the present moment 

 
2. Do you think the overarching point of Christianity is to go to heaven? If so, 

what’s the point of life on earth? 
 

3. What is the difference between these two viewpoints - 1) Seeing our future as 
going up to heaven; 2) Seeing our future as heaven coming down to us? 
 

4. Wright writes, “The last scene in the Bible is not about saved souls going up to 
heaven. It is about the new Jerusalem coming down from heaven to earth, 
creating the new heaven and new earth, which are one and the same place. So if 
the good news about the past has to do with something Jesus did back then, the 
good news about the future has to do with something Jesus is going to do when 
he returns. He will transform the whole world and fill it with his justice, his joy, 
and his love.” How does this shape how we view the Good News of our future?  
 

5. How do the following verses guide how we should view the concepts of the Day 
of the Lord, heaven, and the new creation? 

a. Isaiah 11:1-10 
b. Psalm 96:11-13 
c. Colossians 1:15-20 
d. Romans 8:18-23 

 



6. Wright writes, “We must imagine the future world as a more solid, more 
permanent, more altogether glorious place than this present one.” How does this 
kind of thinking change the way people might view heaven? 
 

7. Wright writes, “To say ‘Jesus died for your sins’ ought to lead at once to ‘so you 
can freely pick up your role as a truly human being and discover your particular 
vocation within God’s purposes for his world.’” Thoughts? 
 

8. How does a different view of heaven shape how we understand the purpose of 
life on earth? 
 

9. How does a different view of heaven shape how we might share the Gospel? 
 

10.How does a different view of heaven help us to more fully know the Good 
News? 


