
 

Simply   Good   News  
Session   3   -   Surprised   by   King   Jesus  

 
1. Review   how   these   4   points   help   define   good   news:  

a. Announcement   of   event   that   has   happened  
b. Larger   backstory   within   which   the   announcement   makes   sense  
c. Sudden   unveiling   of   new   future   that   lies   ahead  
d. Transformation   of   the   present   moment  

 
2. How   did   the   exodus   from   Egypt   shape   the   Jews’   view   of   good   news   and   their  

expectations   of   the   Messiah   and   the   Kingdom   of   God?  
 

3. How   did   Jesus   show   himself   to   be   a   different   type   of   king   through   what   He   said  
and   what   He   did?  
 

4. Read   Luke   24:13-31   -   what   messianic   expectations   did   these   disciples   have   and  
how   did   Jesus   correct   them?  
 

5. Read   Matthew   11:2-6   -   what   messianic   question   did   John   the   Baptist   ask   and  
how   did   Jesus   respond?  
 

6. Read   Mark   10:35-45   -   what   request   did   James   and   John   make   and   how   did  
Jesus   respond?  
 

7. React   to   this   quote   from   Wright,    “This   is   central   to   the   good   news   Jesus  
announced.   It   isn’t   just   that   God   is   becoming   king,   through   Jesus   and   what   he   is  
doing,   but   that   God’s   kingship   is   a   different   sort   of   kingship   altogether   .   .   .   The  
kingdoms   of   the   world   run   on   violence.   The   kingdom   of   God,   Jesus   declared,  
runs   on   love.   That   is   the   good   news.”  
 

8. How   was   the   cross   Jesus’   messianic   victory?  
 



9. What   does   the   resurrection   reveal   about   the   good   news   and   the   Kingdom   of  
God?   Consider   the   answer   in   light   of   Wright’s   words,    “The   main   point   of   the  
resurrection   is   that   it   is   the   beginning   of   God’s   new   world.”  
 

10.Reflect   on   these   words   from   Wright   and   how   they   provide   a   holistic   view   of   the  
Good   News,    “Believe   in   Jesus’   resurrection,   and   we   can   make   sense   of   God,   of  
the   world,   and   of   ourselves.   Or   rather,   with   this   in   place   we   discover   that   God  
has   (so   to   speak)   made   sense   of   us.   Sorted   us   out.   Cleaned   us   up,   dusted   us  
down,   turned   us   inside   out.   Made   genuine   humans   of   us.   That’s   what   the  
message   of   the   crucified   and   risen   Jesus   has   always   done.   That’s   what   it   still  
does.”  
 

11.Consider   this   way   to   understand   King   Jesus   and   the   Good   News,    “The   good  
news   is   that   the   one   true   God   has   now   taken   charge   of   the   world,   in   and   through  
Jesus   and   his   death   and   resurrection.   The   good   news   was,   and   is,   that   all   this  
has   happened   in   and   through   Jesus;   that   one   day   it   will   happen,   completely   and  
utterly,   to   all   creation;   and   that   we   humans,   every   single   one   of   us,   whoever   we  
are,   can   be   caught   up   in   that   transformation   here   and   now.   This   is   the   Christian  
gospel.   Do   not   allow   yourself   to   be   fobbed   off   with   anything   less.”  


