
 

  

 

MID-WEEK WORSHIP 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 

7:00 PM   

CENTERING OUR THOUGHTS  
Lord God, you are merciful and tenderhearted,  

abounding in love and faithfulness.  Turn to us in our anguish over  

sin and hear our cry for mercy that we may be at peace;  

through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1975 ST. JOHNS DRIVE  +  WOODBURY, MN 55129   
WWW.STJOHNWOODBURY.ORG 



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

APRIL 1, 2020  
MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP AT 7:00 PM 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
“At St. John Lutheran Church, our purpose is to make and equip  

disciples everywhere by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior.” 
 

2020 LENTEN SERMON SERIES ~ “THE PRODIGAL SON”   
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
  
OPENING HYMN                    “Christ, the Life of All the Living” [LSB 420], vs. 1, 2 & 7 

 

 

 

 



 
Public domain 

 

PSALM                                   Psalm 130 
 

1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!  2O Lord, hear my voice!  Let your ears be attentive to 
the voice of my pleas for mercy!  3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could 
stand?  4But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.  5I wait for the LORD, my 
soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the 
morning, more than watchmen for the morning.  7O Israel, hope in the LORD!  For with the LORD 
there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.  8And he will redeem Israel from 
all his iniquities.  
 

HYMN                  “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” [LSB 707]   

 

 
 



HOLY GOSPEL               Luke 15:11–32   
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.   

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.    
  
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.  3 “Not long 
after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe  
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out 
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  16 He longed to fill his  
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  17 When he 
came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death!  18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father.  But while he  
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to 
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21 The son said to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”  22 But 
the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on  
his finger and sandals on his feet.  23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”  So 
they began to celebrate.  25 Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what 
was going on. 27  “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father has killed the fattened 
calf because he has him back safe and sound.”  28 The older brother became angry and refused 
to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, “Look! All 
these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me    
even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!”  
31 “My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we 
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.”   
      

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of Lord.   People:   Praise to You, O Christ.      
 

SERMON                                    “LIVING THE PAINTING” 
 

CATECHISM REVIEW                       COMMANDMENT 10 & CLOSING   
  

Pastor: What is the TENTH Commandment?     

People:  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

 



Pastor: What does this mean?     

People:  We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our 
neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge 
them to stay and do their duty. 

 

Pastor: What does God say about all these commandments? 

People:  He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 
the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate 
Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and 
keep My commandments.” (Exodus 20:5–6) 

  

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we 
should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises 
grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, 
we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 

  

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS     [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~  

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Pastor: Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

People: listen to my cry. 
  

Pastor: Keep me as the apple of Your eye;  

People: hide me in the shadow of Your wings.  
  

Pastor: In righteousness I shall see You;  

People: when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.   
 

Pastor: External God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is 
no threat.  Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, espe-
cially those who watch and work on behalf of others.  Grant them diligence in their 
watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emer-
gencies.  Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion.   
(Special petitions may be added here ) … through Jesus Christ, our Lord.      

People: Amen.     
 

Pastor:  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray …  

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily  bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For  Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   



BENEDICTION 
   

Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—who created you, forgave all your sins, and  
strengthens you for service in His kingdom—be upon you now and forever.   

People: Amen. 

  
CLOSING HYMN                   “Abide with Me” [LSB 878], VS. 1, 2 & 4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  |  DISMISSAL  
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God!  
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Guided outreach plan at St. John during Lent …  

This week’s Outreach Step # 5 … TALK and INVITE      
Now is the time to say something. Easter is two weeks away.  

Tell them why this is important to you and give them an invite to join you ~ online.  
(You may need to pray for courage, but God will provide.) 


