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March 30, 2022 at 7:00 pm  

Lent Midweek Worship   

 

Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Hymn               “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” [LSB 440], vs. 1–4 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. | Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 | Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation | Vespers          [LSB 229]  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

 

 



 

 

Pastor: O Lord, open my lips, 

 
 

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

 

 

 
 

Special Music           “Go To Dark Gethsemane” [Kids’ Prime Chimes] 
 

Scripture Reading                           Isaiah 53:3–9  
 

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.  Like 
one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.  
4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 
wounds we are healed.  6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to  
our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7 He was oppressed and 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as  
a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  8 By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away.  Yet who of his generation protested?  For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished.  9 He was  



 

 

assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  
 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture Reading                             Luke 23:1–5, 18–25  
 

1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, 
saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to 
Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.”  3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?”  “You have said so,” Jesus replied.  4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and 
the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”  5 But they insisted, “He stirs up 
the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way 
here.”  18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to  us!”  
19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)  
20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!”  22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has 
this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore  
I will have him punished and then release him.”  23 But with loud shouts they insistently  
demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant 
their demand. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection 
and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Hymn                               “Not All the Blood of Beasts” [LSB 431] 

 
Public domain 



 

 

Sermon                       “Christ Before Pilate”  Luke 23:1–5, 18–25  
 

Catechism Review                        (Sacrament of the Altar, LSB 326–327) 
 

Pastor: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?  
People: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These 
words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in 
the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 
“forgiveness of sins.” 

 

Gathering Of Offerings            [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 
via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

Prayers   
Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for 
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of 
us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 
who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and  
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 



 

 

Pastor: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray …  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is  
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Blessing                

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen.   
 

Closing Hymn           “Glory Be to Jesus” [LSB 433] 

 

 
 

vs. 5 Oft as earth exulting, wafts its praise on high, 
  Angel hosts rejoicing, make their glad reply. 

 

vs. 6 Lift we, then, our voices, swell the mighty flood; 
  Louder still and louder, praise the precious blood!   Public domain 

 

 



 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 thanks to Heather Larson for leading the hymns tonight and to  
the Kids’ Prime Chimes for providing special music *    



 

 

Serving In Worship Tonight 
Pastor:  David Larson   
Organist: Mary Jo Mehrl  
Elder:  Alan Hagemeier   
Acolyte: Dominic Wagner 
Live Stream: Ron Melzer 
Ushers:  Board of Elders  
Hall Monitor: Dean Rolfs  
Musicians: Heather Larson & Prime Chimes  

 

* thanks to the Wagner & Fisk Groups for serving the dinner this evening *  
  
 

 

Lent is a more somber season in the church. During these 40 days, we refrain from  
using the word “Alleluia,” and focus especially on our brokenness and need for  
God’s mercy and forgiveness. Throughout these 6 weeks on Wednesday nights,  

we will go through a series called Images of Grace. In these sermons, we will look  
at six pieces of art that portray the passion of Christ in different ways.  

 

We pray that throughout these sermons, we will all see in fresh and new ways the  
depths of our sin and brokenness. And as we see the reality of our corruption,  

we will see the wonder and beauty of God’s love for us in Jesus. 

Guided outreach plan at St. John during Lent …  
Throughout Lent, we are doing a guided outreach plan at St. John.  

There will be a different step each Sunday that will culminate in inviting  
people to worship (whether in-person or online) on Easter Sunday.  

This week’s Outreach Step # 4 … LOVE 
Build the relationship(s) by providing an act of kindness.  Send a card,  

encourage them, give them a call, invite them to take a walk ... be creative. 


