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WELCOME TO 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Woodbury, Minnesota 
 

December 1, 2021 
Advent Midweek Worship   

7:00 PM  
 

Serving in Worship Tonight 
Pastor:  Dave Larson   
Organist:  Mary Jo Mehrl  
Elder/Reader:  Aaron Felt   
Acolyte:  Jada Francis    
Ushers:   Taylor & Carson Felt  
Hall Monitor:  Dean Rolfs   

 



 

 
Ringing Of The Bell  
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn          “Hark the Glad Sound” (LSB 349) 

 

 

 
 

Invocation  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer    
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Pastor: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
People: and the day is almost over.  
 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine Your Church.   
 

 



 

 
Song | Lighting Of The Advent Wreath         “We Light the Advent Candle” 

Prayer   
 

Pastor: Let us pray.   
People: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the  

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 

First Reading                            Revelation 22:20 
 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Musical Duet    “O Come, Lord Jesus, Come” (Shayla Gleason & Mary Jo Mehrl) 
 

O come, Lord Jesus, come.  Come in all your splendor. 
O come, Lord Jesus, come.  Come now our Lord and Savior! 

O Dayspring from on high even now draw nigh! 
O come, Lord Jesus, come.  Come, Lord Jesus, come.  Lord Jesus, come!  

 

O come, Lord Jesus, come.  Come, thou Rod of Jesse. 
O come, Lord Jesus, come.  Fulfill Isaiah's words. 
A virgin shall conceive, and she will bear a Son. 

O come, Lord Jesus, come.  Come, Lord Jesus, come.  Lord Jesus, come! 
 



 

 O come, O come Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel. 
That mourns in lowly exile here, until the Son of God appear! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
O come, Lord Jesus, come!  O come, Immanuel!  Immanuel! Immanuel!  

 

Epistle Reading                                       Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 
the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you  
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s  
people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearless-
ly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it fearlessly, as I should. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel Reading                           Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

The Parable of the Sower … 1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 
2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the  peo-

ple stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went 

out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 

came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up 

quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 

and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 

and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop —a  

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  18 “Listen 

then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in 

their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to 

someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, 

they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word,  …  



 

 they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the 
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 
unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and  
understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times 
what was sown.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Hymn                      “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” (LSB 352) 

 

 

 
 

vs. 5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head, that, set free from doubt and dread, 
  I may cling to You in faith, safely kept through life and death. 

 

vs. 6 Then when You will come again, as the glorious king to reign, 
  I with joy will see Your face, freely ransomed by Your grace.    Public domain 

 

Sermon                “Come, Lord Jesus, to Him Who Has come to Defeat the Devil”   
Revelation 22:20 

 

The Creed                 (sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger” LSB 364) 

… please see next page  



 

 

 

Gathering Of Offerings | Offering Prayer | Prayers   
 

Pastor: Hosanna to the Son of David! 

People: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Accept these gifts, O God, 
as a token of our response to the coming of our Lord and in gratitude for the 
life we have in Him.  Use these gifts, we pray, for Your glory and for the  
building of Your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Pastor: Rejoicing in the hope of our Savior’s appearing, let us pray together, saying, Even 
so: 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor:  For the Church, as we wait with eager expectation for the revealing of Jesus, 
who rescues us from the coming wrath. Even so: 

People:  Have mercy, Lord Jesus! 



 

 Pastor:  For our mission, that we bring glory to God and healing to many people through 
our work produced by faith, our labor prompted by love, and our endurance  
inspired by hope. Even so: 

People: Fill us, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor: For all the baptized, that we might live watchful and sober lives, eagerly 
looking forward to our Lord’s appearing. Even so:  

People:  Awaken us, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor:  For all sisters and brothers of the Savior who cry out in their time of need,  
especially all who have asked for our prayers [including  … ].  Loving Savior, be 
their joy in sorrow and their life in death.  Even so: 

People:  Comfort them, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor:  For the faithful in heaven who await the day of the resurrection, let us give our 
thanks and praise and join them in asking that the day may come  
quickly. Even so:   

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Pastor:  Savior take the power and glory, 

People: Claim the kingdom as your own.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Pastor:  Thou shalt reign and Thou alone! 
 

The Advent Collect  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the  
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
came to visit us in great humility; that on the Last Day, when He shall come again  
in glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to life  
immortal; through Him who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Blessing  
  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  



 

 Pastor: God Almighty bless you with Advent peace.  The Lord Jesus Christ keep you 
from all harm as you await His returning in glory. The Holy Spirit remain in your 
heart and life, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                    “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” (LSB 375) 

 
 

vs. 5  Oh, the joy beyond expressing, when by faith we grasp this blessing, 
   And to You we come confessing, that Your love has set us free. 

 

vs. 6   Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, from Your lowly manger cheer us, 
     Gently lead us and be near us, tll we join Your choir above.  

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002982 | Tune: Public domain 
 

Announcements & Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Lutheran Service Book | Unless otherwise indicated, copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
 Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 



 

 This Years’ Christmas Tree . . .  
is decorated in a very specific way to remind us of the true meaning of Christmas:  
* The evergreen tree represents Jesus Christ who is eternally God, yet was also born for 
us to show us His everlasting love and give us eternal life (John 3:16) … * The lights  
represent all of God’s people - both those on earth and those in Heaven - who have been 
saved by grace through faith in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:1-9) … * The red ribbon represents 
the color of Jesus' blood, which He shed on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins 
(Romans 5:6-9) … * The white balls represent purity and remind us that because of Jesus’  
birth, life, death, and resurrection, all of our sins have been washed away and we stand 
before God pure and blameless (Galatians 3:26-27) 
 

Many Special Thanks To Our 2021 Christmas Decorating Crew . . .  
for beautifying the church yesterday! 
 

Advent Service Projects . . .   
On Wednesdays in Advent, we will doing a “Family Friendly” Service Project.   
 

Birthday For Jesus . . .  
This Advent and Christmas season, we are partnering with The Gideons Int’l. to celebrate 
Christ’s birth by donating Bibles around the world in His honor. To participate, visit the 
display in the Narthex to get a donation envelope.  Your donation will help provide for 
the  placement and distribution of Scriptures in some 200 countries, territories, and  
possessions throughout the world. 
 

2021 Annual Meeting ~ Sunday, December 5 at 11:45 am . . .  
You can join in-person or via Zoom ~ https://bit.ly/SJLCAnnualMeeting.   We will elect 
officers, discuss the potential of a DCE  intern, approve a budget for 2022 … and more! 
 

Christmas Poinsettia Deadline To Order Is December 12 . . .  
Find forms/payment box on table in hallway … contact Jeanne Lohse.   
 

Children’s Christmas Service Practice Times . . .  
“The Power of the King” practices are Saturdays, December 11 & 18 from 9:00 to  
11:00 am.  The Presentation is on Sunday, December 19 at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary.         
 

Into the Future . . .  
We are ready to move on to the second part of our 2-year Capital Improvement Cam-
paign. We are looking to upgrade our lighting and carpeting … especially in the Sanctu-
ary. Please prayerfully consider continuing to support this campaign by using the special 
envelopes or give online at stjohnwoodbury.org/give. 
 

Flowers in Worship . . .  
The flowers beautifying the sanctuary this Advent season are given by the Don Lindeman 
family in honor / memory of Cheryl’s son, Todd Tuley, who will celebrate his heavenly  
birthday on December 3.   


