
 

 



 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

APRIL 9, 2020  
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP AT 7:00 PM   

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

“At St. John Lutheran Church, our purpose is to make and equip  

disciples everywhere by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior.” 
  

WELCOME   

 

OPENING HYMN                           “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” [LSB 435] 
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INVOCATION  

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we gather on this Thursday of Holy Week, let us humbly draw 
near to the Lord to remember what He has done and to receive what He gives to us by His Word.  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

 



 

 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord, 

People: and You forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior)  

 

Pastor: With humble hearts, let us pray to our Father: 

People: We confess that we have sinned against You. Some of our sins we know — the thoughts 
and words and deeds of which we are ashamed —but some of our transgressions are 
known only to You. Surely we were sinful from birth. In the name of Jesus Christ, we ask 
forgiveness.   Deliver and restore us, that we may rest securely in You. Amen. 

 

Pastor: By the mercy of God, we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. He is the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world—your sins, my sins, the whole world’s sins!  
Receive this forgiveness through the Word we share. As your pastor and servant of the Lord, I  
forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Jesus is here to bless us with His Word! 

People: As we remember Him, let us receive what is His to give. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

Pastor: We pray …  

People: Lord Jesus Christ, by Your life-giving Word, You give to us the benefits of Your death and 
resurrection. Guide us as we remember You and receive what is Yours alone to give —  
life and salvation, full and free. Grant that as we are loved and forgiven, we may love and 
forgive others through the lives we live in You; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Exodus 24:3–11   
 

3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees.  And all the people  
answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses wrote 
down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, 
and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, 
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the 
blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the 
Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, 
and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood 
of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”  9Then Moses and 
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There 
was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for  clearness. 11And he did 
not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                              Hebrews 9:11–22 
    

11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and 
more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an  
eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the 
ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God.  15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may  
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the   
 



 

 

transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16For where a will is involved, the death of the one who 
made it must be established. 17For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one 
who made it is alive. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves 
and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 
20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21And in the same way he  
sprinkled  with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost 
everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no  forgiveness of sins. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                    “Wonderful, Merciful Savior”   
   

Wonderful, merciful Savior, precious Redeemer and Friend; Who would have thought  

that a Lamb could rescue the souls of men?  Oh, You rescue the souls of men.  

 

You are the One that we praise, You are the One we adore.  You give the healing and grace  

our hearts always hunger for, Oh, our hearts always hunger for.  

 

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper, Spirit we long to embrace; You offer hope when our hearts  

have hopelessly lost the way.  Oh, we hopelessly lost the way. 

 

You are the One that we praise, You are the One we adore.  You give the healing and grace  

our hearts always hunger for, Oh, our hearts always hunger for.  

 

Almighty, infinite Father, faithfully loving Your own; Here in our weakness You find us falling  

before Your throne.  Oh, we’re falling before Your throne. 

 

You are the One that we praise, You are the One we adore.  You give the healing and grace  

our hearts always hunger for, Oh, our hearts always hunger for.  

   
HOLY GOSPEL                                 Matthew 26:17–30 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 26th chapter.   

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.    
 

17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us  

prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a  certain man and say to him, ‘The 

Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19And the  

disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.  20When it was evening, he reclined 

at table with the twelve. 21And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”  
22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He 

who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but 

woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not 

been born.” 25Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”  
26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them,  

saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the  

forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        “Not All the Blood of Beasts” [LSB 431], vs. 1, 2, 4 & 5 
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SERMON                            “The Blood” Hebrews 9:11–22    
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED             

 

Pastor:  God has made us His people through our baptism into Christ.   
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith:   

  

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS           [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

THE PRAYERS  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
  

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR                      Psalm 22  

  


