
 
 

 

Week 8 - Justice 
Dr. Tim Mackie 

 
“How did God see those forgotten by society? How did Jesus care for the widows, the 
orphans, and the foreigners? 
 
In this week’s Bible Study, we focus on the theme of justice in the story of the Bible. In Genesis 
1 all humans are appointed to be the image of God and rule the world together on God’s 
behalf. But history has proven that we all find it very difficult to treat each other with sacred 
dignity, especially in moments of economic crisis. What would it look like to recapture God’s 
passion for justice in our own day?” 
 

Deuteronomy 24:17-22 
 
In passages like this one, we can see that God deeply cares for the vulnerable––the foreigner, 

the orphan, and the widow. These laws address equality and care for the vulnerable. Notice that 
the motivation given is, “you used to be slaves in Egypt.” In other words, everyone shares this in 

common. 
 
 
17 Do not deprive the foreigner or the fatherless of justice, or take the cloak of the widow as a 
pledge. 18 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from 
there. That is why I command you to do this. 
 
19 When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. 
Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless 
you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over 
the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the 
widow. 21 When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave 
what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow. 22 Remember that you were 
slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this. 
 

● What stood out to you as you read this passage? 
 

● Who are the vulnerable today? 
 

● How does recognizing that you have also been redeemed by Jesus impact how you 
think about yourself and others? 



 
Isaiah 58:1-14 

 
In this passage, we find that God’s people are neglecting the vulnerable in their communities, 
while continuing in their rhythms of worship (the Sabbath, prayer, and fasting). But what God 
cares about most is that his people do justice and care for the oppressed in their community. 

 
● Did anything in this passage surprise you? 

 
● In what ways do we sometimes focus on external practices rather than what matters 

most to God? 
 

● Question for Reflection - What injustice grieves you the most right now? What do you 
think God thinks and feels about this? 

 
James 1:26-2:5 

 
James describes genuine devotion to God as being aware of the needs of vulnerable people in 

our communities and doing something about it. He talks about how we are easily blind to 
inequality and sometimes even play a part in it. James actually sees the poor as having a 

privileged position because they can more easily see their need for God’s provision and grace. 
 
 
26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues 
deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world. 
 
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 2 
Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man 
in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine 
clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or 
“Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 
 
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of 
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 
 

● Question for Reflection - Who around you might need support in this crisis? 
 

● Where do you find hope when there’s injustice in and around us? 


