
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online| Fourth Sunday After Pentecost   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn                            “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” [LSB 901], vs. 1 –3 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Invocation | Exhortation       

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 

  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

 



 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

  

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Hymn Of Praise            “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” [LSB 901], vs. 4 & 5 

 

 

 

 
 

Vs. 5  Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; Let Thy will be done indeed. 
May I undisturbed draw near Thee, While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes.     Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading                           Jeremiah 28:5–9  
  

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the people who were 

standing in the house of the Lord. 6 He said, “Amen! May the Lord do so! May the Lord fulfill the words you 

have prophesied by bringing the articles of the Lord’s house and all the exiles back to this place from Baby-

lon. 7 Nevertheless, listen to what I have to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: 8 From 

early times the prophets who preceded you and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many 

countries and great kingdoms. 9 But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent 

by the Lord only if his prediction comes true.”  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                               Romans 7:1–13  
 

1 Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has  

authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to 

her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. 
3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an  

adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries  

another man.  4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you 

might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 
5 For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so  



 

 

that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law  
so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.  7 What shall we say, 

then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for 

the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”  
8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For 

apart from the law, sin was dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, 

sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually 

brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through 

the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and 

good.  13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin 

might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment 

sin might become utterly sinful. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music                                   “A Christian Home”  
CCLI License # 3134458 

 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 5:17–20, 27–32 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore  
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  Adultery … 27 “You have heard that 

it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’  28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 

one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  Divorce … 31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who 

divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’  32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
 

Sermon                            “Marriage” Matthew 5:17–20, 27–32 
[Sermon series from Matthew - The Best of the Best: The Sermon on the Mount] 

 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 

Gathering Of Offerings          [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Prayers  
 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,       

People: hear our prayer.    
  

Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, grant to us for the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, for we dearly desire to sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, now 
and forever.  

People: Amen.    
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People: Amen. 
  

 

Blessing  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn              “Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing” [LSB 860], vs. 1 & 5 
     

Vs. 1  Gracious Savior, grant Your blessing, keep our families from strife.   

 That in peace we live together, in Your love throughout our life. 

Christ, defend us from the tempter and from all that would destroy,  

 Love’s foundation You have laid here, and its threshold paved with joy. 
 

Vs. 5 Father, You created Adam, Crafted Eve, and made them one; 

 Jesus, from their sin You saved us, as God’s true incarnate Son; 

Holy Spirit, You forgive us; from our sins we are released. 

 Bring us, Lord, at last to heaven, to the endless wedding feast. 
© 2001 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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