
 
 

 

Week 9 - Image of God 
Dr. Tim Mackie 

 
“In this week's Bible Study, we consider the significance of the image of God and how Jesus 
fulfills the hope for all humanity was meant to be. 
 
This week’s video and readings focus on the biblical theme of the image of God. We’ll consider 
the portrayal of humans in the Bible as both weak and vulnerable but also capable and called to 
rule the world on God’s behalf. This pandemic has revealed just how fragile life is, but the story 
of Jesus offers a bold hope. He put himself forward as the truly human one, the ultimate image 
of God, whose self-giving love opened up a new future for humanity and all creation.” 
 

Genesis 1:26-30 
 
God appoints humans as his representatives to rule the world on his behalf. The image of God 
consists of male and female together ruling in unity over all of creation. This is a bold vision of 

human identity and responsibility. 
 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 
 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.” 
 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the 
earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything 
that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
 

● Who is created in God’s image? What does that mean for how you view yourself and 
others? What does that mean for how you live? 

● What do you think it says about God that he invites humans to rule with him? 
 

Psalm 8 



 
 
In Psalm 8, the poet is reflecting on humanity’s identity and calling to rule creation with God. He 
ponders how weak and “low” humans are compared to the stars and the heavenly beings, yet 

God is pleased to partner and share his glory with them. 
 

● Listen to verses 4-5 again and reflect on what stands out to you the most. 
● Question for Reflection - In this poem, humans are both weak and tiny, but also 

glorious and capable. Do you see yourself this way? What would change if you did? 
 

Colossians 1:13-20; 3:8-13 
 

In these passages, Paul identifies Jesus as “the image of the invisible God,” who is the real king 
of creation that humbled himself to die on our behalf (1:13-20). Paul also writes that Jesus’ 

followers are being “renewed...in the image of the creator” (3:8-13), which results in 
compassion, kindness, humility, and other godly qualities. 

 
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
 
8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, 
and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old 
self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 
the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
 

● What do you resonate with most when you read these passages? 
● Question for Reflection - Both of these passages emphasize God’s desire to bring 

unity through Jesus. Take a moment to reflect on what it might look like to actively 
participate in bringing unity in your life or community. 


