
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

April 15, 2022    

Good Friday Worship at 7:00 pm   
 



 

 

Ringing Of The Bell 
 

Welcome | Introduction   
 

The Prelude (As Cross Is Carried Into The Sanctuary)                          “Come Sweet Death” 
 

Invocation | Opening Sentences  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
People: He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 

Pastor: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

Pastor: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 
People: Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 
 

 Nailing of the Cross   

As the nails were driven into Jesus’ hands, all of our sins were being forgiven.  
I invite you to come forward and hammer a nail into the cross.  

May this be a powerful time of reflection as we remember that God  
took our sin away, “nailing it to the cross.”  

 

+ worshipers are invited at this time to process forward toward the large wooden cross  

+ hammers and nails are provided   

+ adults assist children  

+ all worshipers are invited to contemplate Christ’s sacrifice by hammering individual  

    nails into the crossbeams   
 

We Sing Together ...                      “The Old Rugged Cross” 

… please see next page 
 
 

Prayer Of The Day  
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Merciful God, we come before You on this day, remembering the Savior whom You 
sent, the suffering that paid the cost of our redemption, and the death that killed death, once for 
all. Give us such faith in Your Son and in the salvation He has won, that we may not despair for 
lack of hope nor surrender ourselves to evil, but call upon His saving name with thanksgiving in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. 

People:  Amen.  
 

Sermon                                      “Why Did He Die”  
 

 

Enter In Silence . . .  
This worship service carries a more somber mood to express our  

deep worship to Jesus, who for us died on the cross.   
 

Seven Candles Will Be Lit And Displayed In The Rough—Hewn Log  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vs. 4 … To that old rugged cross I will ever be true, its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

then he'll call me some day to my home far away, where his glory forever I'll share.  

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some day for a crown. 



 

 

Hymn              “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” [LSB 440], vs. 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Service of Darkness 
The Reading Of The Passion Story From John 18 & 19  

 

Passion  # 1 … John 18:1–27              Jesus is arrested; Peter denies Him 
 

1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side 
there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.  2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, 
because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of 
soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and 
weapons.  4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 
want?”  5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.  “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there 
with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.  7 Again he asked them, 
“Who is it you want?”  “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.  8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are 
looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: 
“I have not lost one of those you gave me.”  10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the 
high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)  11 Jesus commanded Peter, 
“Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”  12 Then the detachment of soldiers 
with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, 
who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised 
the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.  15 Simon Peter and another disciple 
were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high 
priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high 
priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.  17 “You aren’t one of this 
man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.  He replied, “I am not.”  18 It was cold, and the servants and 
officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming  
himself.   19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  20 “I have  
spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the  



 

 

Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know 
what I said.”  22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you 
answer the high priest?” he demanded.  23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is 
wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high 
priest.  25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You aren’t 
one of his disciples too, are you?”  He denied it, saying, “I am not.”  26 One of the high priest’s servants, a  
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 
27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

 

+ the first candle is extinguished +  
 

Hymn              “Go To Dark Gethsemane” [LSB 436], vs. 1 & 2 
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Passion  # 2 … John 18:28–19:11                                 Pilate questions Jesus  
 

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early 
morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able 
to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this 
man?”  30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”  31 Pilate 
said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”  “But we have no right to execute anyone,” they 
objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.  33 Pilate 
then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  34 “Is that 
your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”  35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own 
people and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?”  36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not 
of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my  
kingdom is from another place.”  37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of 
truth listens to me.”  38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered 
there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one 
prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”  40 They shouted 
back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising.  1 Then Pilate took Jesus  



 

 

and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed 
him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped 
him in the face.  4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him 
out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”  6 As soon as the chief priests 
and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”  But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify 
him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.”  7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and 
according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”  8 When Pilate heard this, he 
was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus,  
but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power 
either to free you or to crucify you?”  11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not 
given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 

 

+ the second candle is extinguished +  
 

Special Music           “When You Prayed Beneath the Trees” [Adult Choir] 
 

When you prayed beneath the trees, it was for me, O Lord; when you cried upon your knees,  

how could it be, O Lord?  When in blood and sweat ad tears, you dismissed your final fears,  

when you faced the soldier’s spears, you stood for me.  O Lord.   
 

When their triumph looked complete, it was for me, O Lord; when it seemed like your defeat,  

they could not see, O Lord!  When you faced the mob alone, you were silent as a stone,  

and a tree became your throne; you came for me, for me, O Lord.   
 

When you stumbled up the road, you walked for me, O Lord; when you took your deadly load,  

that heavy tree, O Lord; when they lifted you on high, and they nailed you up to die,  

and when darkness filled the sky, it was for me, for me, O Lord.     
 

Passion  # 3 … John 19:12–22                                The title over the cross 
 

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this man go, 
you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”  13 When Pilate heard this,  
he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in  
Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.  “Here is your 
king,” Pilate said to the Jews.  15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”  “Shall I 
crucify your king?” Pilate asked.  “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.  16 Finally Pilate 
handed him over to them to be crucified.  So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he 
went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with 
him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.  19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to 
the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief 
priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be 
king of the Jews.”  22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 

+ the third candle is extinguished +  
 

Hymn                    “Were You There” [LSB 456], vs. 1 & 2 
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Passion  # 4 … John 19:23–24                                Soldiers divide Jesus’ clothes 
 

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of 
them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
bottom.  24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”  This happened 
that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,  “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my  
garment.”  So this is what the soldiers did. 
 

+ the fourth candle is extinguished +  
 

Hymn            “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” [LSB 439], vs. 1 & 2 

   

 

 

 
Public domain 



 

 

Passion # 5 … John 19:25–30                                 Jesus proclaims His work is finished 
 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary  
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 
her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home.  28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would 
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the 
sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, 
“It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

+ the fifth candle is extinguished +  
 

Hymn                “O Perfect Life of Love” [LSB 452], vs. 1–3  

 

 
Public domain 

 

Passion  # 6 … John 19:31–37                             His body is pierced   
 

31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish  
leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs  
broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who 
had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he 
was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, 
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened 
so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture 
says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”  
 

+ the sixth candle is extinguished +  
 

Hymn                         “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” [LSB 449], vs. 1 

 

 

 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796.  Public domain 



 

 

Passion  # 7 … John 19:38–42                             The burial of Jesus    
 

38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 
39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.  40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, 
with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where 
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 
42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

+ the seventh candle is extinguished +  
 

Hymn                “Were You There” [LSB 456], vs. 3 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Reading … Isaiah 53:4–6                           The Servant suffered for us   
 

4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, 
and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.  6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 

+ the Christ Candle is extinguished and removed +  

 
+ Strepitus +   

A loud noise, as a reminder of the sealing of the tomb. 

 
+ The Lord’s Prayer + 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   

Amen.   
 

 



 

 

+ The Christ Candle Is Returned +   
We do not leave in total darkness 

The return of the Christ Candle reminds us that death is not the end of Jesus,  

nor the end of us.  We close in both silence and confidence, 

knowing that the light of Easter will soon scatter the darkness of Good Friday.  

 
With joy we anticipate the victory He won for us on that first Easter morning! 

 

Pastor:  May Jesus Christ who for our sakes became obedient unto death, even death on a cross, 
keep you and strengthen you.   

People:  Amen.    
 
 

* thanks to Shayla Gleason, Jeanne Lohse & Nancy Maag for  

leading the hymns tonight and to the Adult Choir for providing special music! *  
 

Assisting in Worship ~ Thank You to ...  

Pastor David Larson, Mary Jo Mehrl (Organist & Pianist), Alan Hagemeier (Elder),  

Dominic Wagner (Acolyte), Carson Felt (Projectionist), Karl Schultz (Live Stream),  

Tom Grezek & Dale Johnson (Ushers), Becky McCarty (Hall Monitor) 
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Good Friday Altar Cloths . . .  

the Liturgical color BLACK is used in the altar coverings on Good Friday.  

BLACK is the absence of light.  Good Friday calls for sober reflection on the cost of our  

redemption.  Without Christ’s sacrifice on the day the sky turned dark and hid the light  

of the sun, there would be no bright light of Christ to live in, nor new life in Christ to enjoy.  
 

Leave  in  Silence  
 

 


