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WELCOME | WORDS | OFFERING    
 

INVOCATION  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
  

OPENING HYMN                                 “The Old Rugged Cross” 



 

 

SERMON                                    “But Why” John 19:17–30     
 

HYMN              “Go To Dark Gethsemane” [LSB 436], vs. 1 & 2  

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

+ THE FIRST WORD +  
LUKE 23:32— 35 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  
  

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Prince of Peace. When You were mocked, You did not 
respond with harsh words. When You were tormented, You did not react in anger. When You were 
nailed to the cross, You prayed for forgiveness for those who caused You to suffer. Give to us the 
virtues of gentleness, patience, and a forgiving spirit, that we may repay evil with good. Teach us 
also to love our enemies, and as children of the heavenly Father, to live in peace with all people. 

People: Amen.    

+ the first candle is extinguished +  
 

HYMN          “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” [LSB 451], vs. 1 &  2 
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+ THE SECOND WORD +  
LUKE 23:39— 43 

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with Me in paradise.”  

PRAYER … Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, in Your infinite mercy You heard the plea of the thief dying 
on the cross next to You. We pray that You would open our hearts in mercy to welcome those who turn to 
You, and rejoice in their salvation. When our last hour comes, hold us firm in our faith, and bring us also to 
live with You in paradise. 
People: Amen.    

+ the second candle is extinguished +  
 

HYMN                “Jesus, Remember Me” [LSB 767], sing 3 times 
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+ THE THIRD WORD +  
JOHN 19:19— 27 

“Woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother.”  

PRAYER … Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, while You suffered the agony of the cross, Your thoughts 

turned toward the welfare of others. Your concern was for Your mother in her sorrow. We pray 
that You would regard with pity all parents who mourn the death of their children, and all parents 
who sorrow because their children have suffered tribulations or forsaken the faith. By the power 
of Your healing, we pray that parents and children may know peace, and that relationships may be 
restored. 

People: Amen.    

the third candle is extinguished +  



 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 “How Deep the Father’s Love For Us”  
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+ THE FOURTH WORD +  

MARK 15:33— 36  
“My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?”  

PRAYER … Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord God, Father of all people and Creator of all that exists, You hold all  
people in Your power. We pray that You would not forsake the world which Your Son died to redeem. Even 
though we still see the influence of sin and evil all around us, assure us of Your continued presence in our 
midst. Help us to know Your love in our lives, so we can show Your presence to others. 

People: Amen.    

 

+ the fourth candle is extinguished +  

 
HYMN            “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” [LSB 439], vs. 1 & 2 
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+ THE FIFTH WORD +  

JOHN 19:28— 29 

“I am Thirsty.” 

PRAYER … Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, You endured not only spiritual anguish but also 
physical pain on the cross in our place. We thirst for the healing that only You can provide. When we find 
ourselves suffering, give us peace and patience to endure the pain that comes our way. Comfort us with the 
memory of the cross, and use this to give us the strength we need to bear our burdens. 

People: Amen.    
 

+ the fifth candle is extinguished +  



 

 

HYMN                “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” [LSB 449], vs. 1 & 2 
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+ THE SIXTH WORD +  

JOHN 19:30 

“It is Finished.” 

PRAYER … Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Author and Finisher of our faith. You did not 
stop short of finishing the task given to You by Your Father. We pray that You would complete in us also eve-
rything that You intend for us, so that as children of the heavenly Father, we may live for His glory. 

People: Amen.    
+ the sixth candle is extinguished +  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 “Were You There” [Ed Rossi, soloist] 

 
+ THE SEVENTH WORD +  

LUKE 23:44— 46 

“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”  

 
PRAYER Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, as You gave Your life on the cross in our place, You commended Your 
spirit into the loving hands of Your heavenly Father. Give us the grace to trust You for all things. When our 
last hour comes, grant us peace that we may close our eyes with confidence, knowing that we also will dwell 
forever in the hands of our heavenly Father. 

People: Amen.    
+ the seventh candle is extinguished +  

 



 

 

HYMN                   “Abide With Me” [LSB 878], vs. 6 
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+ THE READING OF ISAIAH 53:4—6 +   
4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,  

stricken by him, and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed  
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 

healed.  6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

+ THE CHRIST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED AND REMOVED+  
 

+ STREPITUS+   
A loud noise, as a reminder of the sealing of the tomb. 

 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER + 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

+ THE CHRIST CANDLE IS RETURNED +   
The return of the Christ Candle reminds us that death is not the end of Jesus,  

nor the end of us.  We close in both silence and confidence, 

knowing that the light of Easter will soon scatter the darkness of Good Friday.  

 

With joy we anticipate the victory He won for us on that first Easter morning! 
 

Pastor:  May Jesus Christ who for our sakes became obedient unto death, even death on a cross, 
keep you and strengthen you.   

People:  Amen.    
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