
 
 

 

Week 1 - Generosity 
Dr. Tim Mackie 

 
“Something happens inside of human beings in times of crisis. Our instincts for 
self-preservation kick in, and we begin to cultivate a scarcity mindset. It becomes very easy to 
focus on the well-being of ourselves and our family and forget the difficulties of others around 
us. We are especially prone to this behavior in times of uncertainty. 
 
Jesus of Nazareth was no stranger to this kind of social instability. He grew up in land occupied 
by a foreign military, and oppressive Roman taxes made life difficult for his family and 
neighbors. Yet he called his followers to a very different kind of response. He taught that our 
obsession with self-preservation not only makes us more miserable and anxious, it actually 
creates more of the thing that we’re trying to avoid.” 
 
Luke 12:22-34 (ESV) 
And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 
And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then you are not 
able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not seek 
what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world 
seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, 
and these things will be added to you. 
 
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 

● Where do you see the generosity of God in the world, your life, or the story of the Bible? 
What are you most grateful for? 
 

● Question for Reflection - What are you anxious about in your present situation? 
Reflect on God’s love and care and how it might help alleviate your anxiety. 

 



 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (ESV) 
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to 
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure 
for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is 
truly life. 
 

● In times of crisis, a scarcity mindset—focusing on what we don’t have—can easily 
cause us to cling to worldly goods. Do you experience this? What would you and others 
around you gain by trusting God’s generous love instead? 
 

● Question for Reflection - This passage includes a special command to the rich to be 
generous. While we might not be rich in wealth, we have all been given gifts that we can 
share with others, like our time, care, prayer, resources, etc. Reflect on what you can 
share specifically and with whom. 

 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 (ESV) 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 
Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act 
of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 
and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 
 
I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.  
 

● In this passage, Paul says that becoming rich is found in Jesus. What does this mean? 
Is Paul talking about worldly wealth or something else? 
 

● Question for Reflection - The Macedonians are presented as a positive example of a 
group that joyfully gave in the midst of trial and poverty. As a group, they made a huge 
impact. What groups can you join with to do something meaningful in this time? 


