
 

 



 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

APRIL 12, 2020  

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD | EASTER SUNDAY  
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
“At St. John Lutheran Church, our purpose is to make and equip  

disciples everywhere by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior.” 
 

WELCOME | EASTER GREETING  

 

As part of the celebration of Easter, we open the chest today to claim our “Alleluia” banners! 
  

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

THE EASTER HYMN             “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” [LSB 457]  

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

INVOCATION | OPENING SENTENCES   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 



 

 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: He died for our sins, 

People: according to the Scriptures. 
Pastor: He was buried in the tomb, 

People: according to the definite plan of God. 
Pastor: He rose from the dead 

People: and appeared to many. 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION | ABSOLUTION   
 

Pastor: If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we would still be dead in our trespasses and sins. 
Let us consider our sinfulness and God’s great mercy in Christ.  Heavenly Father,  

People: we have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. We confess our shame-
ful thoughts about our leaders, enemies, and strangers. We confess our inappropriate 
words spoken to our families, friends, and colleagues. We confess our inappropriate ac-
tions toward our neighbors.   For the sake of the risen Christ, forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we follow in His footsteps both now and when He returns in glory. Amen. 

  

Pastor: If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we would still be dead in our trespasses and sins, but 
Christ rose from the grave, and death no longer has dominion over Him! God did this in accor-
dance with the Scriptures to forgive our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the risen Christ 
and by His authority, I forgive your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

Pastor: Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                              Jeremiah 31:1–6 
  

1“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.”  
2Thus says the LORD: “The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought 
for rest, 3the LORD appeared to him from far away.  I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have 
continued my faithfulness to you.  4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel!  Again you 
shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.  5Again you shall 
plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6For there shall be a day when watchmen will call in the hill country of Ephraim: ‘Arise, and let us go up to 
Zion, to the LORD our God.’”  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                              Colossians 3:1–4 
    

1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 

 

HYMN                    “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word” [LSB 488] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                    Matthew 28:1–10 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter.   

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.    
 

1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen 
from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN         “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” [LSB 461], vs. 1–3, 5, 7 & 8 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Vs. 7 He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
  He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 

  

Vs. 8 He lives, all glory to His name!  He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
  Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives!    Public domain 

 
SERMON                      “Joy is Coming” Jeremiah 31:1–6    

 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS           [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

 
SONG             “Hear Our Praises” 
  

May our homes be filled with dancing, may our streets be filled with joy;  
May injustice bow to Jesus as the people turn and pray.   

 

From the mountain to the valley, hear our praises rise to You;  
From the heavens to the nations, hear our singing fill the air.   

 

May a light shine in the darkness as we walk before the cross;  
May Your glory fill the whole earth as the water o’er the seas.  

 

From the mountain to the valley, hear our praises rise to You;  
From the heavens to the nations, hear our singing fill the air.   

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah . . . Hallelujah !  
 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah . . . Hallelujah !  
 

From the mountain to the valley, hear our praises rise to You;  
From the heavens to the nations, hear our singing fill the air.   

  

Reuben Morgan 1998 Hillsong Publishing Christian Music Publishing  

THE PRAYERS  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  



 

 

BLESSING  
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.    
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN              “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” [LSB 477] 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

Where necessary, all Copyright and Streaming rights have been secured and used by permission through proper licensing. 
 
 
 

+ thank you to those who helped 
with music today and during Holy 

Week … Ed Rossi, Sue Cederstrom &  
Gary Einertson +  

 
+ thank you to Jeanne Lohse &  

Nancy Maag for decorating  
and altar guild duties +   


