
 
 

 

Week 10 - Day of the Lord 
Dr. Tim Mackie 

 
“If you do a web search for “the Day of the Lord,” you’ll find all kinds of end-of-the-world 
predictions. But if you carefully trace this theme throughout the story of the Bible, you’ll 
discover a very different picture. In this week’s Bible Study, we are exploring the true meaning 
of the Day of the Lord. We invite you to listen to the recording below, watch the video, and 
interact with the discussion questions to learn more.” 
 

● How did Tim’s message challenge or encourage you today? 
 

Amos 5:4-27 
 
“The Day of the Lord is an event in time when God brings judgment on oppressors in order to 

relieve the oppressed. The Passover event serves as an archetype to best understand this 
concept. In Exodus 12, we learn that God’s judgment passed through Egypt to hold the nation 

accountable and passed over Israel to rescue them from death and slavery. God then instructed 
the people of Israel to observe Passover every year, so that they would remember his 

deliverance and defense of the afflicted. For Israel, the Day of the Lord was something to 
celebrate, until Israel began to resemble their former oppressors. 

 
This brings us to the prophet Amos, who exposes Israel’s exploitation of the poor and calls on 
them to change. Israel is now engaging in the same corrupt ways of Babylon and Egypt. They 
have made themselves into God’s enemy, and the Day of the Lord, which once brought their 

rescue, will now bring God’s justice.” 
 
4 This is what the Lord says to Israel: “Seek me and live; 5 do not seek Bethel, do not go to 
Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba. For Gilgal will surely go into exile, and Bethel will be 
reduced to nothing.” 6 Seek the Lord and live, or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph 
like a fire; it will devour them, and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 7 There are those who 
turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground. 8 He who made the Pleiades 
and Orion, who turns midnight into dawn and darkens day into night, who calls for the waters 
of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land—the Lord is his name. 9 With a 
blinding flash he destroys the stronghold and brings the fortified city to ruin. 10 There are those 
who hate the one who upholds justice in court and detest the one who tells the truth. 11 You 
levy a straw tax on the poor and impose a tax on their grain. Therefore, though you have built 
stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not 
drink their wine. 12 For I know how many are your offenses and how great your sins. There are 
those who oppress the innocent and take bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. 



 
13 Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times, for the times are evil. 14 Seek good, not 
evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. 15 
Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the Lord God Almighty will have 
mercy on the remnant of Joseph. 16 Therefore this is what the Lord, the Lord God Almighty, 
says: “There will be wailing in all the streets and cries of anguish in every public square. The 
farmers will be summoned to weep and the mourners to wail. 17 There will be wailing in all the 
vineyards, for I will pass through your midst,” says the Lord. 
 
18 Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long for the day of the Lord? That 
day will be darkness, not light. 19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a 
bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite 
him. 20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness, not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of 
brightness? 21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. 
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 23 Away with the 
noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 24 But let justice roll on like a 
river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 25 “Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings 
forty years in the wilderness, people of Israel? 26 You have lifted up the shrine of your king, the 
pedestal of your idols, the star of your god—which you made for yourselves. 27 Therefore I will 
send you into exile beyond Damascus,” says the Lord, whose name is God Almighty. 
 

● What thoughts, questions, or insights came up as you read today’s passage? 
 

● Compare the Passover event (Exodus 12:21-27) with the judgment heading towards 
Israel because of their corruption (Amos 5:16-20). Notice how the words “pass through” 
or “pass over” are used in both passages. What do you observe, and why is this 
significant? 
 

● Review Amos 5:21-24. God calls his people to show their love for him by loving others. 
So when Israel robs the poor while offering gifts of worship, God can’t stand it and 
won’t accept their gifts. How does Israel serve as a mirror for communal reflection and 
self-critique? Identify one specific area in your life, community, city, or country where 
love for people is neglected while religious rituals continue. 
 

● God urges his people to “let justice roll on like a river, and righteousness like a 
never-failing stream (Amos 5:24).” The Bible defines justice as actions that correct 
injustice, and righteousness refers to upholding the standard of right equitable 
relationships between people despite social differences. What is one practical thing you 
can do to act with justice and righteousness this week? 
 

● For Reflection: Turn your reading and reflections into a prayer from your heart. Thank 
God for providing a way to escape oppression and be honest about the ways you 
perpetuate or tolerate the oppression of others. Ask for courage to stand up for the 
poor and vulnerable in your community. 


