
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY AT 7:00 PM  

March 2, 2022 

 
Pre-Service Special Music     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” [Judy VanAndel, pianist] 
  

Ringing Of The Bell |  Welcome   
 

Invocation |  Responsive Psalm                  Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: v. 17 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.     

Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
 

Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 

Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
People: and cleanse me from my sin! 
 

Pastor: For I know my transgressions, 
People: and my sin is ever before me. 
 

Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
People: and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

Pastor: Cast me not away from Your presence, 
People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
 

Pastor: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
   

+ IMPOSITION OF ASHES + 
 

+ those who desire to participate in the ritual of the imposition of ashes come forward at this time +   
+ the pastor applies ashes in the shape of a cross on the forehead +  

 

(If you choose not to receive the ashes, you are invited to sing and meditate quietly in your pew)  
 

Hymn                        “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” [LSB 611] 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Vs. 5  O my Savior, help afford, By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
 When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply, While I live and when I die.  Public domain 

 

Hymn                    “Create in Me” [LSB 192–193] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 
are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 

 

People: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy  
upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase 
in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for  
us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to 
become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is  
baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading            Joel 2:12–19 
 

12  “Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and  
mourning.”  13 Rend your heart and not your garments.  Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.  14 Who knows? 
He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing—grain offerings and drink offerings for the Lord your 
God.  15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly.  16 Gather the people, consecrate 
the assembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast.  Let the bridegroom 
leave his room and the bride her chamber.  17 Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between 
the portico and the altar.  Let them say, “Spare your people, Lord.  Do not make your inheritance an object 
of scorn, a byword among the nations.  Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 
God?’”18 Then the Lord was jealous for his land and took pity on his people.  19 The Lord replied to them:   
“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, enough to satisfy you fully; never again will I make you an 
object of scorn to the nations.”   
  

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10   
 

20b We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  1 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive 
God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says,  “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 
you.”  I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  3 We put no stumbling block in 
anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend  
ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings,  
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and 
kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of 
righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; 
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, 
and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet  
possessing everything. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music                “Come, Come Unto Me” [Adult Choir] 
 

Come, come unto Me, all you who are weary, all who are weak, tired and lonely. 
Come, come unto Me. Strong arms will enfold you, and lift you up. Oh, come unto Me. 

 Come, come unto Me. Bring me all your burdens.  Show Me your wounds and I'll soothe them. 
Oh, come, come unto Me. Come and drink, now of My goodness, and rest your soul. Oh, come unto Me. 

  

All are invited; there's none who aren't welcome to know of My comfort and peace. 
My arms are opened and My voice is calling to come, simply trust and believe. 

 Oh, come, come unto Me. Live with Me forever.  All those who seek Me will find Me! 
Oh, come, come unto Me. Strong arms will enfold you, and lift you up. Oh, come unto Me. 

I'll lift you up, oh, come unto Me!   

 



 

 

Holy Gospel                               Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21  
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have 
no reward from your Father in heaven.  2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right  
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.  5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 
full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.   16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the 
hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have  
received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will 
not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

Sermon Hymn                 “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” [LSB 562] 

 

 

 
 

vs. 5 As by one man all mankind fell and, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 
  So by one Man, who took our place, we all were justified by grace. 

 

vs. 6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, new light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 
  This grace our ev’ry way attend until we reach our journey’s end. 

 

Text: Lazarus Spengler, 1479–1534; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. | Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 | Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 



 

 

Sermon                      “The Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise”  Genesis 3:14–19 
 

The Nicene Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His  
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He  
suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words Of Our Lord       
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is  
given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  

Distribution Hymn         “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” [LSB 434] 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 | Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 | Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post–Communion Thanksgiving    
  

Pastor: Let us pray.  We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have again refreshed us with the body and 
blood of Your only-begotten Son. As You have called us by Your mercy, grant that we daily rise 
from the ashes of this world, looking to You in hope and seeking those things that are above; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.    



 

 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn             “Lamb of God” [LSB 550] 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 | Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002982 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   
* thanks to the Adult Choir for providing special music tonight *    

 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” arr. by Sandra Eithun, published by CPH 

“Come, Come Unto Me” Words and music by Ken Dosso, 2013 Lorenz Publishing Company 
 



 

 

Silent Prayer  
Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that  

we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. 

Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through  

Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Centering Our Thoughts  

This day begins the penitential season of Lent. Lent is a time to reflect upon one’s sinful life and to repent  

of sin. In biblical times, some people would demonstrate their repentance by donning ashes as a symbol of 

their guilt and mortality. But Lent is not only a time to see our sin; it is also a season for beholding our Savior. 

A season to turn to Him in repentance and receive His gift of forgiveness.  
 

The imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday is a sign of mortality and death. On this first day of Lent,  

we enter the season with an extended time of repentance and confession of sin. We reflect on Jesus’ holy  

Passion as we hear the account of His journey to the cross culminating in His suffering and death.  

We pray that our Lord might bless this time of penitence and reflection as we await His resurrection. 

St. John Lutheran Church 

1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN  55129 

Phone: 651-436-6621   

stjohn@stjohnwoodbury.org 

www.stjohnwoodbury.org 

pastor@stjohnwoodbury.org 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

+ Mid-Week Wednesdays Schedule +   

 

8:00 am  … Men’s Bible Study  

10:00 am … Women’s Bible Study 

4:30 pm … Kids’ Prime Chimes  

5:00 pm … Handbells   

5:30 pm … Lent Dinner  

6:00 pm … Adult Choir   

6:00 pm … First Communion Class  

6:15 pm … Bible Study  

7:00 pm … Mid-Week Worship Service   


