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A NOTE FROM HOLLY KLEIN:
The surprising title caught my eye at the Christian
bookstore: “The Gospel According to Satan.” 

Being an avid reader and always on the lookout for new
books, I scanned the reviews on the back cover.
Recognizing the author as a doctrinally-sound seminary
professor, I decided to buy it.

The subtitle is “Eight Lies About God That Sound Like
the Truth.” Recognize any of these statements?

“God just wants you to be happy.”

“You need to live your truth.”

“God helps those who help themselves.”

Each are subtle distortions of what the Bible actually teaches. And yet, how often have
we heard them bandied about as if they were accepted truths?

Satan‘s predilection for challenging God‘s Word and attempting to make people believe
the inverse of biblical truth is as ancient as the beginning of time. History’s first lie was
uttered by Satan in the Garden of Eden: “Did God really say?” According to the Bible,
Satan’s agenda is to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10), and the way he accomplishes
this is by deception – persuading us to believe his lies and turning us away from God.
To do this, he plants doubt: “Did God really say? Maybe we’ve been misunderstanding
this verse all along….”

It’s helpful to remember that the devil doesn’t appear as a gruesome, shadowy figure.
He comes as a beautiful angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14-15). Likewise, his deceptions are
masterful and his lies sound reasonable. Loving. Modern. Enlightened, even. That’s
exactly why they’re deceptions. If lies looked like lies, we’d reject them. But they are still
deceptions as old as time itself, designed with the ultimate goal of turning us away from
God and leading us to eternal shipwreck. Beware the lie dressed up to look like a shiny
“new” truth.

Christians have had to stand firm against the heresies and deceptions of the age since
the birth of the Church. Jesus gave us a template for doing so when He was tempted by
Satan (Matthew 4:1-11). At every point when Satan twisted Scripture, Jesus countered
with: “It is written…” Jesus responded to each deception by pointing back to the firm,
immutable words of Scripture, countering lies with established truth.

We must unapologetically contend for the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3).
Whenever we hear a variant of “Has God really said…?”, knowing the truth of God’s
Word and standing firm in it will guard us, enabling us to avoid the shipwreck of our
Christian faith and witness.

http://ststephensabq.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A10&version=NKJV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A14-15&version=NKJV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NKJV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1%3A3&version=NKJV&interface=print


Life is full of consequential decisions that matter much more than we realize. May our
faithfulness to God and His unchanging truth be our trustworthy guide.

--Holly Klein

THIS WEEK'S MESSAGE:
Got Goodness?

Join us this Sunday, September 18 as we continue our series, Got Fruit? based on
Galatians 5:22-23. Each week we take a look at one of the fruits of the Spirit, and this Sunday
we are focusing on the fruit of Goodness. We will be looking at a couple of unsuspecting
characters that model goodness to the point of placing a “Good” word on our calendar. They
are also a reminder of that sometimes there are second opportunities to do the right thing at
the right time.



SOLID GROUNDS COFFEEHOUSE THIS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1:

Daniel Boling!
 
Bio: Daniel Boling tours internationally as a solo artist and also
as a member of the iconic 1960s folk trio, The Limeliters. When
he's not out on tour he lives right here in Albuquerque, so we get to
enjoy his original modern folk music at Solid Grounds at least once
a year ever since we opened! Please check out his music
at www.DanielBoling.com and join us for this special concert.

http://www.danielboling.com/


A NEW SMALL GROUP - The CHOSEN:
An Interactive Bible Study!

On Sunday, October 16 at 5:00 PM, we will begin a new
small group at St. Stephen's based on the popular drama
series, The CHOSEN! This new eight-session study will
focus on "What Does It Mean to Be Chosen?" and will be led
by Wendy Deluca, who was actually an extra in The Chosen
drama series! (To learn more about The Chosen drama
series, please click here to visit their website.)
 
Look for the display at the Welcome Center this Sunday for
more information. Please register at the Welcome Center to
attend this new series or contact the church at 505-293-9673
or by email to info@ststephensabq.org.

https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen
mailto:info@ststephensabq.org
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