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A NOTE FROM JO ANDERSON:
"Humble and Kind"

A few weeks ago, Pastor John finished his sermon series on
the fruits of the Spirit. Many of you did the same series in
your small groups but Pastor John went one further and gave
us the tenth fruit of the Spirit, humility. As a staff, we also
studied the fruits of the Spirit and it just happened that it was
my turn to lead the staff devotion on this added fruit of
humility.
 
To have humility means to have a mindset like Jesus. He
existed in God form but was sent to be human and was born in a trough in a lowly
manger. On Earth he was a servant of his people, something you would not expect the
Messiah to be. An example of this would be the washing of his disciples' feet. I’m not
sure how many of us would do that, but Jesus did not value his own importance and
instead gave it up without hesitation in every situation, even to dying on the cross for the
forgiveness of our sins.
 
A key verse from the Believe Study Guide is from Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing out of
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others."
 
In my life, I have tried to not uphold myself above others or make myself look better but
honestly, I have. These times are few and far between but in the times that I have, I think
about the other person and what they may be going through in that day or that time in
their life and what may have been simply a bad day. I should not think less of that
person and should love them as Jesus loves them. Simply be kind and understanding. I
look at myself and shame myself for not acknowledging my own sinful nature and being
a little kinder. Everyone is valued and should be valued because Christ values everyone.
No one is perfect. There is one, and one alone, who is perfect and that is Jesus Christ. I
am blessed to be a child of God.
 
I am not a successful author, singer, businesswomen or anything else that will give way
to pride and a way to boast about myself but I am blessed to be a good mother, wife,
friend, sister, daughter and Christian. From the Believe Study Guide, the reader is
asked, "What is the difference between what Jesus calls blessed and what the world
refers to as success?" My answer is that success is what I do, what I have
accomplished and what I achieve. But being blessed is what God does and what he
gives me. For that, I try always to remain humble and kind.
 
For those of you who know Tim McGraw, he wrote a song entitled, “Humble and Kind."
My daughter is performing this song with her school choir and I'd like to share the
following words from this song with you:

Don't take for granted the love this life gives you
When you get where you're goin'

Don't forget turn back around
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Help the next one in line
Always stay humble and kind

Faithfully Serving,
 
Jo Anderson

THIS SUNDAY'S MESSAGE: "Peace! Be Still!" 
Please join us this Sunday, October 30, 2022 as Pastor Jesse will be preaching on  Mark
4:35-41 (ESV): "Peace! Be Still!"

Steadfastness is vital for engaging our faith.

We know that many of Jesus’ disciples were professional fishermen. They knew how easily
even a good boat could be swamped by the waves. There would be no way to swim out of the
situation, in the dark, in the waves, in the storm. You get swamped in a storm; you drown.
Jesus will not let us perish; that’s what this passage of scripture tells us. All the synoptic
gospels record this story, but I like Mark’s account because it presents a unique angle-a theme
called the “Messianic Secret.” Jesus had two short and poignant questions for the disciples:
"Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?" These questions are not addressed only to the
disciples on the boat. They are directed to us as well. "Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?"

SOLID GROUNDS COFFEEHOUSE
THIS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2022:
Once Again!
 
Bio: Once Again was conceived by saxman Steve Seifert as
a band to play in the Medicine in Arts Program at UNM
Hospital. Originally named Just This Once, both the name
and the lineup has evolved over the years.

Micky Patten moved from the Detroit area to New Mexico in 1982 where he ran an
Albuquerque music store for the next 34 years. He plays both guitar and bass.
John Funkhouser enjoys playing the piano more with each passing year. He treasures
his musical friendships and is grateful for every opportunity he gets to play music. He
enjoys teaching music as well, and feels lucky to be doing something he loves to do for a
living.
Dan Kelly is a life-long Albuquerque resident and a math teacher of many years. He
relishes any opportunity to perform with such fine musicians!
Bassist Chad Scheer is also a live sound engineer and has mixed sound at the Solid
Grounds Coffeehouse.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A35-41&version=ESV&interface=print


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2022 CONFIRMATION CLASS!

Pictured above, from left to right:
Kaitlyn Norlin (Eldorado High School)

Kaiden Swanson (La Cueva High School)
Sarah Wooten (Hope Christian)



Lauren Anderson (Eisenhower Middle School)

FAREWELL LUNCH FOR MOLLY & GEORGE
EMKES: THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022!

Just a quick reminder that we're having a catered lunch as we say,
"Farewell" to Molly and George Emkes on Sunday, October 30, 2022
after the 11:00 AM service in the Fellowship Hall.

ECUADOR MISSION TRIP INFO
MEETING IS THIS SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 30, 2022 @ 1:30 PM!

Dear St. Stephen's,

We are looking to sponsor a mission trip to Ecuador in
partnership with Elohim ministries. This is an amazing
opportunity to grow in your faith as well as spread the Gospel to unreached peoples. This trip
is nominally planned for June 2023, and an information meeting will be held at St.
Stephen's UMC on Sunday, October 30, 2022, at 1:30 PM in room 20. The trip is open to
8th graders and on up (no matter your age!). If you are interested, please show up or contact
Stan Straight at str8acct@gmail.com. At the information meeting, we'll discuss the trip details,
logistics, and discuss possible fundraising strategies. We look forward to seeing you there!

Thank you!

Stan
 
"This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through Him." 1 John 4:9 (NIV)

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS: AVAILABLE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER 6, 2022!
Inspirational - Learning - Entertainment

While many of our favorite books are available to us electronically, I
have heard many of you say, “I just like the feel of a book in my hand."
And, we have some for you!! Clearly books are important to all the
ministries of St. Stephen's UMC, and now there is an overflow resulting
in a "win-win" for all. There are more books than we need.

Starting this Sunday, October 30, 2022, and continuing through the following Sunday,
November 6, 2022, we'll have tables in the CWC with our extra books available for you to take
a book, or two or more that appeals to you. After Sunday, November 6, 2022, the remaining
books will be given to local non-profit organizations.

https://www.elohimusa.org/
mailto:str8acct@gmail.com


OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES AVAILABLE:
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER 13, 2022!

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are here and will be available for you to pickup
starting this Sunday, October 30, 2022! Look for the display of boxes as you enter through
the main church doors. You can return your filled shoebox to the church's Nursery anytime
between October 30 through November 13, 2022, whenever the church building is open.
Click here for more information about this outreach ministry through Samaritan's Purse, and
click here for the option of building a shoebox online! 
 
If you have questions, please contact Jo Anderson by email (click here) or by phone to 505-
293-9673, Ext 125. 

MESSY CHURCH: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2022!

Our next Messy Church will be on Saturday, November 12 from 4:00 - 6:00 PM. Messy
Church is fun for the whole family. We will enjoy games, crafts, a great Bible story and end it all
with a meal. It's the perfect time to enjoy family time, make new friends and learn more about
Jesus. To learn more about Messy Church, please click here!
 
Need more info? Contact Jo Anderson at 505-293-9673, Ext. 125 or click here!

DISCERNMENT OF
DISAFFILIATION VIDEO SERIES:

Pastor John Rech has completed a five-part
series of videos designed to offer insight
related to key issues surrounding the possible

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B22V&utm_content=OCCHomepageSitelink&gclid=EAIaIQobChMItamo_4rt-gIVix-tBh27rw99EAAYASABEgKLLfD_BwE
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
mailto:jlanderson@ststephensabq.org
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disaffiliation from the United Methodist
Church. These videos have been produced and
are available online through our church's website.
Click here to watch this series.

The date for the vote related to potential disaffiliation is set for Sunday, November 13,
2022 at 2:00 PM in the St. Stephen's UMC Worship Center. You must be a church
member and be present to vote. Child care will be available.
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