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A NOTE FROM MARTHA BENN:
CHOICES

Daily we are faced with CHOICES! There is no way to avoid
this human responsibility.
 
Here at St. Stephen’s UMC, we are faced with a CHOICE
that is about our future. We have been provided with videos,
listening sessions and documents. All of this to help us with
this choice.

As citizens, we are faced with an upcoming election that also determines our future, and
in support of that we are bombarded with commercials, emails and flyers that are
supposed to help us make that CHOICE.

Good choices require wisdom, and to help me with that I turn to the book of
Proverbs – known as the “wisdom” book. I need wisdom as I face these (and other)
choices.

The Proverbs of Solomon son of David, King of Israel:
for gaining wisdom and instruction;
for understanding words of insight;

for receiving instruction in prudent behavior,
doing what is right and just and fair;

Proverbs 1:1-3  (NIV) 

 Additionally, when looking for direction, both in my personal and professional life, I often
turn to the “NIV Leadership Bible, Leading by the Book.”

The section on Decision Making- based in the Book of Proverbs, provides good advice
for us as we are facing choices. The items below are excerpts that I believe apply to us:

Good decisions require accurately processed information. 
Technology has made getting information easier, but the human mind must still
analyze the data and make the decisions. 
One must develop a disciplined and prudent character in order to do what is right,
just, and fair.
Everyone needs to foster learning and seek guidance on a daily basis. 

 
In just a few weeks, we will know the results of the choices addressed here at St.
Stephen's UMC. As I prepare for the above choices, as well as others that I face daily, I
will go to God for the direction I seek.  

Martha
Martha Benn, Director of Connectional Ministries

THIS SUNDAY'S MESSAGE: "Nothing but Faith"
Luke 7:1-10 (NIV)

http://ststephensabq.org/


Please join us this Sunday, November 6, 2022 as Pastor Jesse will be preaching on
"Nothing but Faith" with scripture from Luke 7:1-10 (NIV).

In a baseball game we fondly say, “nothing but net; in the Christian tradition we can assuredly
declare, “nothing but faith.”
 
Everything in our lives revolves around faith. For starters, we are saved by faith. Ephesians 2
declares that “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (8-9). We are healed and cured by faith.
Mark 5:34 tells us: “…Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your
suffering.” Matthew 15:28 tells us, then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your
request is granted.” And her daughter was healed in that moment. By faith our sins are
forgiven. Mark 2:5 tells us that when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son
your sins are forgiven.” 
 
Luke’s gospel assures us that we are a people formed by God and for God. God may not take
away the difficulties faced by his own people, but God will take care of his own people in their
difficulties. Real faith in God is belief plus action. Faith does things. If you have real faith, you
will do something with it. Hebrews 11 talks about what various people did with their faith. For
example, Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice, Noah prepared an ark, and Abraham obeyed.
Faith without works is a faith that doesn’t work.

COMMUNION OFFERING THIS SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 6: YOUTH WITH A MISSION

This Sunday, November 6, our Communion Offering will be
given to Youth With A Mission (YWAM) that will help Amelia
Grover, a missionary with YWAM. Amelia currently teaches and
leads the training for a School of Missions and Evangelism at
YWAM in Yosemite, CA. She is also preparing to take a team to
Armenia (located in Western Asia) to establish a YWAM program
in that nation. Funds received will go to directly support her
mission work. And, if her last name sounds familiar to you, you are
correct that Amelia Grover has family members here at St.
Stephen’s UMC!

There are several ways to give:
Drop-off your donation in one of the offering boxes in the
Worship Center on Sunday morning or stop by the Welcome
Center.
Give online through the church's website. (Click here.)
Please indicate this is for Amelia Grover (YWAM)!

SOLID GROUNDS COFFEEHOUSE
THIS SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5,
2022: Watermelon Jug Band!
 
Bio: Called "one of New Mexico's treasured natural
resources," the Watermelon Mountain Jug Band has been
entertaining audiences for 45+ years, playing Americana
music to satisfy a variety of musical tastes. True to the original 1920s jug bands of the South,
their music comes alive with washboard, jug, kazoo, washtub bass, guitar, and banjo. The band
delights audiences with jug band, ragtime, country, bluegrass, Spanish, original music with
even some classic rock 'n' roll.

The unique instrumentation and musical skills of Pat Houlihan (singer, songwriter, guitarist,
juggist), Ben Perea (five-time NM banjo champion, guitar, classical guitarist), Gary Oleson

https://secure.myvanco.com/YJKS/home


(washtub bass extraordinaire) and Barbara Piper (washboard, percussion, background vocal)
are not to be missed!

KAIROS THANK YOU FROM
PASTOR JOHN:

I want to thank everyone who helped with our Kairos
Prison Ministry weekend event October 27-30. It was a
great weekend as we were able to provide this
discipleship event for 18 inmates at the Guadalupe
County Correctional Facility in Santa Rosa. I want to
thank the various members of St. Stephen’s who volunteered to cover 58 of the 144 half-hour
prayer times that covered the weekend in prayer. A good number of the participants
commented on how encouraged and inspired they were that people on the outside would care
enough to lift them in prayer. We also had a team led by Toni Olson who, with the help of some
volunteers from St. Stephen’s and St. John’s UMC, baked and packaged over 1,800 cookies in
about three hours.
 
Nearing the end of the weekend event, all of the participants had an opportunity to share what
the weekend event meant to them. They shared some transforming testimonies as well as
expressions of thanksgiving for all they experienced. I especially want to thank the team
members from St. Stephen’s who served by participating in the weekend event along with the
meetings and preparations leading up to this time of ministry. Those serving on the Kairos #22
team included: Ed Boucheron, Craig Grover, Kirsten Kunzler, Sid Little, Tim Ownbey, Josh
Ownbey, Toni Olson and Bill Suderman. If you would like more details about the weekend
event, I would encourage you to join us for lunch at the Thursday Lunch Club on November 17
where members of the team will have the opportunity to share some of their experiences of this
Kairos weekend. 

THANK YOU!



Thank you to everyone who attended Molly and George Emkes’ Farewell Luncheon this past
Sunday, October 30, 2022. It was a great celebration of love, appreciation, and blessings for a
couple who have meant so much to our St. Stephen’s UMC family.

Molly and George, you will be missed! God bless you both!! 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS: AVAILABLE THIS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2022!
Inspirational - Learning - Entertainment

While many of our favorite books are available to us electronically, I
have heard many of you say, “I just like the feel of a book in my hand."
And, we have some for you!! Clearly books are important to all the
ministries of St. Stephen's UMC, and now there is an overflow resulting
in a "win-win" for all. There are more books than we need.

Last Sunday, October 30, 2022, we started our book give away and you will have another
opportunity to make this Sunday, November 6, 2022! Stop by and browse the books that we'll
have on tables in the CWC. After this Sunday, November 6, 2022, the remaining books will be
given to local non-profit organizations.



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES AVAILABLE:
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER 13, 2022!

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are here and will be available for you to pickup!
Look for the display of boxes as you enter through the main church doors. You can return your
filled shoebox to the church's Nursery anytime between October 30 through November 13,
2022, whenever the church building is open. Click here for more information about this
outreach ministry through Samaritan's Purse, and click here for the option of building a
shoebox online! 
 
If you have questions, please contact Jo Anderson by email (click here) or by phone to 505-
293-9673, Ext 125. 

MESSY CHURCH: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2022!

Our next Messy Church will be on Saturday, November 12 from 4:00 - 6:00 PM. Messy
Church is fun for the whole family. We will enjoy games, crafts, a great Bible story and end it all
with a meal. It's the perfect time to enjoy family time, make new friends and learn more about
Jesus. To learn more about Messy Church, please click here!
 
Need more info? Contact Jo Anderson at 505-293-9673, Ext. 125 or click here!

DISCERNMENT OF
DISAFFILIATION VIDEO SERIES:

Pastor John Rech has completed a five-part
series of videos designed to offer insight
related to key issues surrounding the possible
disaffiliation from the United Methodist
Church. These videos have been produced and
are available online through our church's website. Click here to watch this series.

The date for the vote related to potential disaffiliation is set for Sunday, November 13,
2022 at 2:00 PM in the St. Stephen's UMC Worship Center. You must be a church
member and be present to vote. Child care will be available.

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B22V&utm_content=OCCHomepageSitelink&gclid=EAIaIQobChMItamo_4rt-gIVix-tBh27rw99EAAYASABEgKLLfD_BwE
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
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NOVEMBER TLC:
Thursday, November 17, 2022 AT 11:30 AM

MENU: Turkey and Stuffing
 
PROGRAM: "A Time to be Thankful" 

We will hear from the team of the Kairos Prison Ministry Weekend Discipleship event.
This is an opportunity to hear directly from team members as they tell of their
experiences in sharing the Love of God with the inmates.

 
What is TLC? "Thursday Lunch Club" is a monthly fellowship luncheon.

Always scheduled on the third Thursday.
The program focuses on our older adults, but all are invited to participate.
The meal is a potluck for those who are able to bring a favorite dish.
The main course is catered and provided by St. Stephen's UMC.

 
Plan to join your St. Stephen's friends for lunch on November 17!

Bring a guest to join us for Fellowship, Information and Good Food!
Check out available information about services for seniors in Albuquerque!

JOIN US SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, AT
12:15 PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
FOR OUR THANKSGIVING FEAST!

Please join us Sunday, November 20, for our church wide
Thanksgiving Feast. We will gather at 12:15 PM in the
Fellowship Hall to enjoy this meal together. The church will
provide the main course of Turkey and Ham and we are asking

our church family to sign-up to bring the usual Thanksgiving sides. For those who are able to
bring a side dish or dessert, please sign-up at the Welcome Center. This will be a great time to
gather and fellowship together.
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jo Anderson by email, click here, or by phone at
(505) 293-9673 Ext 125. We look forward to seeing you at this blessed event!

HANGING OF THE GREENS:
FOLLOWING OUR THANKSGIVING
FEAST ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20!

Immediately following our church wide Thanksgiving Feast on

mailto:jlanderson@ststephensabq.org


Sunday, November 20, we will have the Hanging of the Greens
in the Worship Center. All are welcome to participate as we
decorate our church for the upcoming Advent Season.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2022!
Please remember to set your clocks back one hour before
bedtime this Saturday night as daylight savings time ends
this Sunday, November 6!

ST. STEPHEN'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4601 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111

Phone: 505-293-9673 | Email: info@ststephensabq.org

   

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensABQ/
https://twitter.com/StStephensABQ

