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The staff of St. Stephen's wishes you and yours a very Happy Thanksgiving!

A NOTE FROM CHERYL RITSON:
"Verse of the Day"

As I started to write this note about giving thanks, I was
reminded of a recent email with the "Verse of the Day" from
Philippians 1:3 (NLT), "Every time I think of you, I give thanks
to my God." As I started to think about this verse, and of all the
people who've blessed me along the roadways of my life, I was
reminded of my paternal grandmother. She was one of the
best examples of what being a Christian should mirror to
others. She had a no-nonsense faith that intertwined with her daily life. If she had on her
small TV by her chair in the kitchen, it was always on a Christian station. Even though
she never learned to drive, she still had an old truck and usually a fairly new, luxury-style
car. If something needed to be hauled away or if she needed a ride to the store or to her
hair salon, she believed she should provide the vehicle, make sure that it was well
maintained and nice for the driver. And she was so humble that it was a challenge to get
her to talk about herself and what it was like growing-up. After numerous questions, I did
finally learn that she rode the mule to the mailbox on her family farm because it was a
ways down the dirt road and back, and that when my grandfather was courting her, it
was a horse-drawn wagon for a Sunday afternoon ride.
 
Even as I got older, I still appreciated her genuine faith by how she lived. I still
remember a long-distance trip where I was able to help my father drive my grandmother,
her brother and his wife to the little towns where they still had family and to visit the old
family farm. En route back, my grandmother noticed that her brother and his wife really
needed a break from the road trip as it was becoming too much for them. She insisted
that my father get a motel in the next town for everyone to spend the night. My father
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really wanted to keep driving since we were only a few hours away from home. But my
grandmother was more concerned about her family than getting back to her house. And
so my father found a motel in the middle of nowhere where we could all sleep after
finding something to eat, and I can still remember seeing a beautiful sunset from our
motel as there was nothing but open prairie and nothing to block our view.
 
My grandmother was not the only person of faith to influence me and when I stop and
reflect on the people in my life who got me started in the right direction, those who
helped me to get back on the “straight and narrow” path and those who’ve helped my
faith to grow, I am thankful. Like many others, I have not always made wise decisions
and the past is just that – it’s past and long gone. Instead of dwelling on past regrets, I
prefer to start the day reciting words from Psalm 118:24 (KJV), "This is the day which
the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it."
 
During this Thanksgiving season, I would encourage you, wherever you are, to spend a
few minutes reflecting on someone whom you can give God thanks for and to remember
their legacy as it has enriched your life, and then to ponder how your life can be a
blessing to others.
 
God Bless,
 
Cheryl

Advent Sermon Series: The Angels of Christmas

This Sunday, Nov. 27, we will begin the first of our four-part series, “The Angels of Christmas”
where we will look at the four angelic encounters that were a part of the Christmas story. This
week, we will be looking at the narrative from Luke 1:5-20 and the conversation and events that
followed between the angel Gabriel and a priest named Zechariah.

SOLID GROUNDS THIS SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 26: Kristina Jacobsen &
Annie Benjamin!
 
Bio: Kristina Jacobsen, singer-songwriter, anthropologist and
ethnomusicologist at UNM in Albuquerque, was born in



Massachusetts but has lived for many years on the Navajo Nation
where she has studied Diné language, culture and country music.
More recently she fell in love with another rural place, the Italian
island of Sardinia, where she lived in the village of Santu Lussurgiu
—writing co-authored songs with Sardinian musicians and
storytellers—and then in the city of Cagliari, where she was in
residence as a Visiting Professor of Ethnomusicology at the
University of Cagliari.
 
Nominated for three New Mexico Music Awards, Kristina’s oeuvre,
informed by a world of global music—all deeply considered and then
seemingly wrapped up quietly but with profound sentimentality in her

spacious and intimate songs—includes sonic touches of American honky tonk and folk music.
She delivers her songs in a yodeling alto that can warm your heart, bite off a searing
denunciation, or celebrate good times with equal fervor. Her travels, from the American
southwest and Scandinavia to Sardinia, resound in every note in a rich melting pot of culture
and human connection. At Solid Grounds, she is excited to share some of her newest songs,
written while she walked the “Camino de Santiago” in northern Spain, last summer.





All are welcome to come to a fun photobooth on Sunday, December 4 after every
service! The photobooth will be set up in the Children's Worship Center and our very own
talented professional photographer, Crystle Esquibel, will be taking Christmas photos for
individuals or for families. This is free but donations will be accepted (all donations will given to
charity). We hope to see everyone!

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TODAY
AT NOON & NOVEMBER 24 & 25:

In honor of the Thanksgiving holiday, the church office
will close today, November 23, at 12:00 PM (noon), will
be closed tomorrow on Thanksgiving Day, November
24, and on Friday, November 25, 2022.

May you and yours have a Blessed Thanksgiving!
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