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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JESSE:

Generosity
 
In Isaiah 43:18-19, God gives his people a choice to let go of
the past and put their faith in the brilliant new future he has
planned for them. The Apostle Peter puts it this way: Eyes
have not seen, nor ears heard, nor can your heart even
conceive or perceive what God has prepared for those who
love him; the apostle Paul chimes in with this: all things work
for good to those who love God and have been called
according to His purpose. This begs the question, why are
we so restrained when it comes to change? The Bible implores us not to be afraid to
change. You may lose something good, however, you may gain something far better. If
you wait until everything is perfect in life you will be waiting for the rest of your life. Do It
Now. In other words, “Just Do It.”
 
2023 offers the same opportunity for change to every one of us. When you only see
what has been or what is, God sees everything that could be. God wants us to see the
same things God sees; however, we need to learn to grow in our faith and look through
the eyes of God to see who we were meant to become. In that vein practice engenders
possibilities and we do well to practice the fruit of the Spirit. For example, one Act of
Generosity not only transforms us but the world we live in. Hence, we have the spiritual
imperative to learn to draw closer to God and to inculcate these suggestions that I agree
with by Rick Warren: [1]

1. The Spirit of Generosity - God wants us to become generous, not just for one
season a year, but for our entire lives. And being generous isn’t easy because we
live in a materialistic, self-centered world. And none of us is born generous. We
must be intentional about inculcating this work of piety and grace because
generosity is an attribute of God. When we conform our hearts to the selfish ways
of the world, we won’t enjoy the outcome. It’s no accident that the word miser
comes from the same root word as miserable. Therefore, stewardship is a skill we
need to learn so that it becomes a habitual part of our lives.

2. The Importance of Generosity - the righteous are generous (Psa. 37:21NLT). You
simply can’t become righteous without becoming generous. Some of the key
words in the Bible are: Believe used 272x; Love used 714x; Pray used 371x; Give
used 2162x. God wants us to become more generous so that we can become like
God.

3. Generosity deepens relationships. If you give to other people and/or church, you
will grow close to them. Your heart follows your treasure. That’s how God made
us. Giving always draws us to the recipient; if you give to God, you will draw close
to God.

4. Generosity stretches our faith. Your very giving proves the reality of your faith (2
Cor 9:13). Faith is like a muscle it strengthens and grows when you practice use
it. Sometimes the biggest way God chooses to test our faith is through our
finances.

5. Generosity reciprocates. God comes to those who are generous (Psa. 112:5
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NIV). God wants to bless us; God has set up the universe so that we are blessed
when we are more like God. Over and over in the Bible we are told that God
blesses generous people. It is more fun to give than to receive. The happiest
people on earth are Givers not Takers.

Grace and Peace,
 
Jesse
 
[1] Pastors.com

JOURNEY WITH JESUS - Part 3 - Water into Wine

This Sunday we are continuing our new sermon series called Journey with Jesus. This new
series is a walk through some of the major stories or teachings of Jesus from the
Gospel of John. I encourage you to read John chapter 2 in preparation for this week's
message as we look at the interesting story of Jesus turning water into wine.

SOLID GROUNDS COFFEEHOUSE,
THIS SATURDAY, JANUARY 21!
 
FEATURING: WATERMELON
MOUNTAIN JUG BAND!

Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Show starts at 6:30 PM.
Specialty coffees, cookies and snacks.
Inspirational message.
FREE!

The Watermelon Mountain Jug Band has been entertaining audiences, young and old, since
1975. True to the original 1920’s jug bands of the South, our music comes alive with



washboard, jug, kazoo, washtub bass, jaw harp, guitar and banjo. The band delights audiences
with country, bluegrass, jug band, ragtime, Spanish and original music and even some rock ’n
roll classics. Performances have included appearances at the KIMO Theater, Rio Grande Zoo,
Albuquerque Bio Park, Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival, Placitas Artists Series,
International Hot Air Balloon Fiesta, with the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra and much
more!
 
Members of The Watermelon Mountain Jug Band are professionals on stage as well as off.
Gary Oleson (washtub bass) is a retired math teacher from Los Lunas High School. Five-time
New Mexico banjo champion Ben Perea (banjo, guitar) is a retired band director from Valley
High School in Albuquerque and owner of New Mexico Academy of Driving in Rio Rancho. Pat
Houlihan (vocals, guitar, jaw harp, kazoo, jug) is a retired professor of English at Central New
Mexico Community College (CNM). Barbara Piper (washboard, high-hat, percussion,
background vocals) is a retired teacher from Albuquerque Public Schools and an independent
education consultant. www.watermelonmountainjugband.com

Join us this Sunday, January 22, at 12:15 PM in room 20, for our Mexico Mission Team
Meeting for anyone wanting to go or wanting more information.

CHILI NEEDED FOR ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF/ MEXICO
MISSION FUNDRAISER: JANUARY 28TH!

So far we only have SEVEN people signed-up to bring chili for our Annual Chili Cook-off
and Mexico Mission Fundraiser on Saturday, January 28th! If you enjoy creating culinary
masterpieces with new or tried-and-true chili recipes and are able to support our Annual Chili
Cook-off, then please sign-up at the Welcome Center! (We still need breads and cookies too!)
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Help support our Mexico Mission Team with donations! (A basket will be available for
anyone wanting to make a donation.)
Enjoy live entertainment by Steve Cormier!
Find out who makes the best chili with prizes given for the top three chili favorites.
Share your favorite chili recipe at the chili cookoff!
Enter your chili recipe in "The Best of St. Stephen's UMC Chili and Fixins"!
Sign-up at the Welcome Center!

HEAVENLY CUPS CAFÉ!
Hi St. Stephen’s! This is Wendy, and for those who don’t know
me, I’m the wife of our favorite worship leader Allan Esquibel and
mother of our two beautiful children Emily and Oliver. I lived in
Guatemala for three years, four years in Brazil and 18 in Italy.
While in Italy, I developed a big passion for Renaissance art,
amazing cuisine and great breakfasts. I have now been called to
start a joyful adventure in our church: I would like to bring a fresh,
new concept to the kitchen by opening a cafè. Last Sunday,
January 15, we opened Heavenly Cups and it was a big
success! Join us on Sunday mornings as we continue offering
pastries, and authentic Italian coffee along with other hot and cold
drinks. We will still continue to offer the same coffee, tea, donuts
and bagels but now are offering more of a variety. I feel blessed
for this great opportunity. See you Sunday!

SAME ROOM: NEW NAME
AND PURPOSE

The Children’s Worship Center, AKA the CWC,
is now Stephen's Place. A familiar space with
new opportunities, and where meaningful
connections are made.
 
In Stephen's Place you will find:

A Prayer Room: A quiet place for your time with God and a bookshelf with Bibles,
devotionals and other spiritual resources.
A Gathering Corner: An area with comfortable seating, a coffee table and books. A
good place for conversations, small meetings or just a quiet place to sit, to read, to pray
or to enjoy the quiet.
A Gathering Space: A place for larger gatherings, meals, entertainment, quarterly
fellowship suppers, seasonal events and other times to celebrate. And there's a table for
small group meetings.

 
This is your space to use as you carry out your plans for ministry at St. Stephen's.

AUDIO/ VISUAL
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Please contact Allan Esquibel by email to
aesquibel@ststephensabq.org or by phone to
505-293-9673, Ext. 105 if you are interested
in helping on our church's A/V Team!

mailto:aesquibel@ststephensabq.org


ST. STEPHEN'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4601 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111

Phone: 505-293-9673 | Email: info@ststephensabq.org

     

mailto:info@ststephensabq.org
http://www.facebook.com/StStephensABQ/
http://twitter.com/StStephensABQ
http://www.instagram.com/ststephens_abq/

