
This Week at St. Stephen's | December 15, 2022

Dear St. Stephen’s Family,
 
I want to thank all of you who have partnered with us in ministry
and are being faithful this year to support St. Stephen’s with your
prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. I want to especially
thank all of you who are making a financial investment into this
ministry and body of Christ here at St. Stephen’s United Methodist
Church. 

As many of you may know, we did not hold our Annual Stewardship
Campaign this last November. This was related to the timing of the vote in November on the
Disaffiliation Process. Our leadership did not believe that this would have been wise to host
both these events at the same time. We decided to offer the Stewardship Campaign this
coming February and more information on that will follow later.
 
Related to all this there is some good news and bad news. The bad news is that we have lost
and still are losing some members and regular attendees following the Disaffiliation vote from
people on both sides of this matter. This was a reality that was going to happen regardless of
how the vote went and whether we even chose to vote or not. This also includes a loss of
financial support. The good news is that in November we made our final bond payment and
the church is now debt free. A celebration on this will be on Sunday, January 8 when we also
start our new Sermon Series, Journey with Jesus. 
 
The other good news is that despite some financial loss, we still have a high likelihood of
finishing this year in the black financially and providing additional year end support to our
missionary and outreach giving through St. Stephen’s to ministries such as The Storehouse
and RoadRunner Food Bank, missionary S.E. Coleman (orphanage ministry-Guatemala),
missionaries Jason & Kerensa McFrederick (Czeck Republic), and other various mission work
that we support.
 
This is where I want to issue a challenge in these final weeks of December. As I believe you
will be faithful to follow through on your regular giving to St. Stephen’s, if you could also give
an additional year end gift, this will go a long way to help us support these mission
outreaches as well as replenish our savings that helps us with the maintenance of our campus
that all of us so enjoy. I look forward to reporting to you at the beginning of 2023 of your
generosity in supporting these missions and outreach ministries through St. Stephen’s. Please
click here for some year end tax donation information. If you have any further questions on
donations, please don’t hesitate to call 505-293-9673, Ext. 116 to speak to our Finance
Administrator, Bill Huntsman. 

Blessings,
 
Pastor John

A NOTE FROM HOLLY KLEIN:
“…for you have not passed this way before.” – Joshua 3:4b
 

http://ststephensabq.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/356a11b8001/97b2bd18-c78f-45e1-b1e3-f849958efa76.pdf?rdr=true


A wise sage once said:

“Remember these days well, for they are unique
moments in time that can never be repeated.”
 
Last month was my father’s 80th birthday. Bill and I flew to
Albuquerque to celebrate and we really went all out -- even
packing a second suitcase to haul the gifts across the
country! Turning 80 is quite the milestone, and we wanted it
to be a birthday extravaganza he’d never forget.
 
Next week is a significant milestone birthday for me, and
my darling husband planned such a sweet birthday
celebration in a place deeply meaningful to us.
 
Earlier this summer my husband and I spent several days in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. My
three sisters-in-law, my brother-in-law, our niece and nephew and my mother-in-law and
father-in-law gathered from various states to celebrate my in-laws’ 60th anniversary – a
remarkable milestone.
 
November held a milestone long in the making: My parents came to see us in Florida for
a week over Thanksgiving, followed by all of us flying to North Carolina for Thanksgiving
weekend with my brother, my sister-in-law, and our niece and nephew. It was the first
time in years that all of us were in one place for a family reunion.
 
March 2023 marks my 25th year serving in ministry on the staff of St. Stephen’s. In
today’s world, that’s considered a long time serving in one place of employment. Indeed,
it’s been almost exactly half of my life! It’s been said, “Find a job you love and you’ll
never work a day in your life.” It’s certainly been true for me – now nearly 25 years later.
Definitely a milestone!
 
And our sweet Opie recently celebrated her 13th birthday! A poignant milestone, given
her progressing cancer.
 
Different examples, yet with a common theme. At their essence, milestones are a
celebration of God’s goodness towards us and a hopeful anticipation of what lies ahead.
In Scripture, milestones represent commemorations of significant events. They give
solemn occasion to hold cherished moments close in our hearts.
 
Ever since I was a child, I’ve lived with this overarching sense of the fragility of life, the
tenuous nature of existence itself, and the desire to mark and cherish every single
moment (Ps. 39:4-5; 90:12). I’ve always been big on celebrating milestones, big and
small. Life can turn on a dime. Unforeseen sudden calamities routinely shatter even the
calmest seas and send lives into upheaval. As the Scripture says, “No one knows when
their hour will come. Like birds caught in a net, people are caught by sudden tragedy”
(Eccl. 9:12). We should strive to never leave anyone doubting how much we care. We
will never regret being kind. It’s wisdom to be cognizant that each time we leave
someone, it may be the last time we will ever see them alive. Because one day, it really
will be.
 
It’s been said that we never know the true value of a moment until it becomes a
memory. Today is the day to live life with gusto and to celebrate those special moments
with loved ones. We will never pass this way again. Milestones are hallowed moments,
snapshots in time that will never be repeated. So celebrate the special moments of life,
big or small. Take that trip you’ve always wanted. Make that phone call to an old friend.
Plan the family reunion. Don’t keep putting things off. Tomorrow may never come. Do it
now while you still have time. Today – now – is the life God has given us to live.
 
Holly Klein

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL!

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+39%3A4-5&version=NLT&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+90%3A12&version=NKJV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eccl.+9%3A12&version=NIV&interface=print


From your church staff to our church family,
we are so thankful for the many ways you
showed your appreciation of the work we do.

Thank you for the notes, jams & jelly, cake,
gift cards and your many kind words. Thank
you for partnering with us to make St.
Stephen’s UMC our church home.

Blessings,

Jo Lynne Anderson, Martha Benn, Pastor
Jesse Dompreh, Allan Esquibel, Bill
Huntsman, Holly Klein, Pastor John Rech,
Cheryl Ritson and Scott Summerhill

Advent Sermon Series: The Angels of Christmas
Message for this Sunday, December 18: The Angels and The Shepherds



NEW SERMON SERIES: JOURNEY WITH JESUS
STARTS JANUARY 8, 2023!

SOLID GROUNDS THIS SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 17, 2022: Ty Cooper!
 
Bio: Ty Cooper, jazz vocalist extraordinaire, is known for her rich,
classically trained voice, powerful stage presence and dedicated
professionalism. Her award winning album, “I’m All For You," won Best
Jazz Album and she was nominated for Best Vocal Performance in
2021 at the New Mexico Music Awards. 

And join us for the Solid Grounds Coffeehouse 24th Anniversary Celebration this Saturday,
December 17, 2022!



ANGEL GIFTS FOR
CHRISTMAS:
St. Stephen's is supporting
these outreach organizations
for Christmas. “Containers” for
your "Angel Gifts" are located in
Fellowship Hall. Pick up a
“Wish List” at the Welcome
Center or in Fellowship Hall.
(These lists are referenced
below as well.) Please have
your donations to the church by
Sunday morning, December 25, 2022. And, please note that there will only be one service at
9:30 AM on Sunday, December 25, 2022.



Clothing Donations "Wish List" for Locker #505 Students Clothing Bank:  
We are once again supporting Locker #505 Students Clothing Bank this Christmas. It has been
a challenging time and the needs are great. Items are listed in order of need. (Click here to
learn more about Locker #505.)
 

Purchased boys sweatpants:  all boy's and men’s sizes
Purchased underwear: women and men sizes
Purchased jeans for boys and girls: sizes 5-18
Purchased toiletries: toothbrushes, tooth paste, soap, shampoo, cream rinse etc.   
Donated clean, gently used clothing (sizes 4/5 to 3XL appropriate for school), books,
backpacks, school supplies
Make a cash donation. Your donation will be sent to Locker #505 to purchase clothing.

Donations "Wish List" for Birthright and CareNet: 
Birthright and CareNet are pregnancy resource centers which affirm pregnant women in need.
(Click here to learn more about Birthright of Albuquerque and click here to learn more about
CareNet of Albuquerque.)

Baby toiletries: diaper cream and baby wash
Solid color pants: size preemie – 12 months
Long sleeve onesies: size preemie – 12 months
Cotton footed sleepers: size preemie – 12 months
Socks: size infant – 4T
Toddler clothing in 2T and 3T (boy's sizes especially needed)
Make a cash donation: Your donation will be sent to Birthright and to CareNet. 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!

St. Stephen’s UMC is now on Instagram! Look for our
handle (St Stephens ABQ) and follow us for photos and
exciting announcements! You can also follow the link
through our webpage or click here. 

ST. STEPHEN'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4601 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111

https://locker505.org/
https://birthright.org/albuquerque/
https://carenetabq.com/
http://www.instagram.com/ststephens_abq/


Phone: 505-293-9673 | Email: info@ststephensabq.org

     

mailto:info@ststephensabq.org
http://www.facebook.com/StStephensABQ/
http://twitter.com/StStephensABQ
http://www.instagram.com/ststephens_abq/

