
 

 

May 27, 2020 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOHN: 

     
 
Dear St. Stephen's UMC, 
  
Last night, our church's Leadership Council agreed to schedule worship services on the St. 
Stephen's UMC campus on Sunday, June 7. Assuming everything goes well for that Sunday, 
we will then continue to offer our weekly worship services with the regular worship schedule of 
our Contemporary services at 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. and our Traditional service at 11:00 
a.m.   
  
Our Sunday small groups will also have the opportunity to meet, but some will be meeting in 
different rooms to allow for social distancing. Martha Benn has been coordinating the scheduling 
of the classrooms as needed.   
  
The staff and leadership believe that we can offer an initial worship service on June 7 that will 
provide a safe and meaningful environment for worship. We will be able to offer seating for 70-
90 attendees in the Worship Center for each service that can meet social distancing 
expectations and will safely accommodate singles, couples and families with children. We will 
also offer overflow rooms to provide a video projection of the service, as needed.  
  
We will be asking everyone to wear a face mask and to practice safe, social distancing. We will 
also continue to offer worship online for those who are not comfortable in attending the worship 
services on campus. Initially, the online services will be posted later in the afternoon and 
eventually they will be live-streamed.  
  
There are many questions that you may have and I have many details to share regarding re-
starting worship services on our campus. Next week, I will email a detailed document on what to 
expect and how to prepare for the services on June 7. I will also provide a link that will enable 
you to watch a video to walk you through the Worship Center, which has been temporarily reset 
to accommodate social distancing, and to explain what you need to know for this first Sunday in 
June.  
  
On behalf of the staff and leadership of St. Stephen's, we thank you for your patience as we 
look forward to worshiping God together and to experiencing the greatness of the gathering of 
our church family.   
  
Blessings, 
  
Pastor John 
 


