
    

March 26, 2020 
 
Dear St. Stephen's Family,   
  
There is no question that the last few weeks have been full of unprecedented 
changes in our lives. Last Monday, I was online with about 20 other pastors in 
our district discussing all that is taking place and our efforts to adapt to a new 
reality. Right after we finished that meeting, I was listening to our governor 
highlighting a number of orders and one of them was a call for no more than 5 
people gathered in a group. Granted, there is an exclusion for churches, but 
there are times that it isn't always prudent to take advantage of an exception or 
exclusion, so I made the decision to shut down our offices. This made for an 
interesting and unexpected afternoon to say the least.  
 
Obviously, we don't have any experience or training with this new challenge. 
But that is life sometimes. We are all facing new challenges and fears and I 
know you're wrestling with them as well. Even though I have been reminding 
us that God has not given a spirit of fear, but of power and love and a sound 
mind, that doesn't mean we don't have to daily fight the fight to overcome fears 
that try to detour or disable us.  
 
In the midst of a season that is unsettling and stormy, it helps to anchor our 
soul, (I think I mentioned something about that last Sunday), to some basic 
truths. Here are a few.  
 
1. This too shall pass. I like the way this reads in II Chronicles 20:1 (KJV 
only) as it is written, "And it came to pass." I know we are reading this with a 
different and a little humorous meaning, but the point is that each trial will 
eventually pass and be behind us. The hope is that we can learn something 
through each difficult season. I love what Paul says to us about the trials we 
face when in II Corinthians 4:17 it reads, "For our light 
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all." 
  
2. Focus on what hasn't changed and not just what is changing. While I 
encourage us to do this, I realize that there may be something that hasn't 
changed today that may change tomorrow. However, there are things that 
haven't changed and I am thankful for them. Our family members are in good 
shape, most of you are doing well or at least okay. We (staff) have homes to 
use as home offices. The electricity, Internet and water are working fine. Abby 
(my lab) still follows me around some to keep me company. I have plenty of 
food and of course...toilet paper. What a crazy world! So, don't let all the 
changes make you lose sight of everything that is still the same. 
 
3. God is with us. This is a constant promise throughout the Scriptures. This 
virus didn't surprise God. He will walk through every bit of it with us. You may 
feel alone at times and really isolated, but we will never be alone as we receive 



the presence of God in and through all things.  I encourage you to remind 
yourself of Isaiah 43:2 during this time: "When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep 
over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze" (NIV).  
 
So, let us focus on these truths and others instead of all the noise on the news 
and Internet right now. Let's replace our worry with worship.  
Speaking of worship, thanks for everyone who has been joining online through 
Facebook or YouTube. We are getting good feedback and appreciate the 
comments. Please share these videos with others. We will keep this going 
every week.  
 
Now for some GREAT NEWS! Jesse (producing the programs) and Holly 
(connecting the recordings to the website) have been working really hard to 
get Solid Grounds back up and running. This Saturday at 7:00 p.m. you will 
be able to access our first online Solid Grounds program. The easiest way is to 
go to our website and click on either Facebook or YouTube and watch this new 
event. Please pass on to everyone that you know that this will be available. 
 
See you online! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor John  

  

 


