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Segregation fires Racism 

By Karen Tate 

 

I want to introduce you to my mother Ruth, who was truly a Christian woman who knew God, 

was touched by the Holy Spirit to know Christ, rejoiced, gave thanks, and did good works.  She 

was a special person to me, and I can only think of her in a good light.  But like all of us she was 

a sinner.     

I can remember having a conversation in the early 1960’s when I was a teenager and Martin 

Luther King Jr. was leading protests and fighting against segregation.  My mother once said, “I 

don’t understand what is wrong with just associating with the kind of people you like and are 

comfortable with.”  Ruth lived a very middle class “white” lifestyle in the suburbs of Chicago.  

She truly did not understand the curse of segregation.  This will be my main point and we as 

individuals and as a church need to address.  What will help is “EDUCATION”   

We need to look at ourselves and do a self-audit of our thoughts, our feelings, and our heart.  We 

may have to go to some place uncomfortable and we will have to change from within.   

Most “white people” do not think about race.  Why would we?  “Racism is the fact that “White” 

means normal and that everything else is different.  White people have the privilege of distancing 

themselves from the concept of race or denying it altogether.   

That brings us back to Ruth’s problem and segregation. Morally, an individual practicing Racial 

segregation is primarily wrong because it promotes narrow-mindedness, racism, and hatred.  The 

practice is offensive, ungodly, and primarily violates the human rights and freedom of every 

individual.  Then there is systemic or institutional racism which leads to economic segregation.  

Systemic racism is forms of oppression and privilege that affects almost every aspect of our 

society to our laws, institutions, schools, justice system, media, culture, and everyday 

interactions.  This form of economic segregation is less understood or even recognized by the 

white moderate majority, who often preserve and perpetuate this type of racism unconsciously 

through complicity and complacency.   

Look around your neighborhood or cluster of friends, how many black people do you know or 

associate with?  Why is that?  I have found talking to white friends they have the tendency to 

mentally think all blacks live at or near poverty level.  Why is that?  Is it the media who only 
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portrays blacks in the ghetto? Is it because our political leaders portray blacks as living in the 

Cities in poverty?  We must stop segregation both mentally and physically.   

I was disheartened to read about how William College endorsed “affinity housing” for black 

students and other minorities – which is to say, they endorsed segregation.  The article went on 

to say, “Surveying 173 schools, we found that 42 percent offer segregated residences, 46 percent 

offer segregated orientation programs, and 72 percent host segregated graduation ceremonies.” I 

would call this a form of segregation called “separate but equal”.  The Supreme Court noted in 

Brown v Board of Education, “separate but equal” is inherently unequal.  You cannot maintain 

two parallel systems equally when the whole point of separation is to denigrate a minority group.   

Even though I attended an integrated high school, inherently my life has been shaped by 

segregation.  Most white people live in segregation, we choose segregation and we celebrate it.  

What makes a neighborhood or school good?  It means the absence of people of color.  Are we 

then saying there is no fundamental value in the experience of people of color?  

Looking at the big issue of segregation I understand why Ruth had her questions. She did not 

know her loss, she did not know the value another race could bring to her.  She was never taught 

by her parents, schools, government or even the church that all people have value to give to one 

another.   

Now the Good News is even though we are racist we are not bad people if we try to break this 

cycle.  Racism is a system we are all part of.  We need to reflect on the word of God and try to 

change our behavior.  Challenge yourself daily to take this life long journey with the help of 

God. 

 

John 13:34 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you 


