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44 Scotland Street – Alexander McCall Smith. First title in a series about the inhabitants of an 
apartment building located at 44 Scotland Street in Edinburgh.  Filled with quirky characters, it 
centers on 5 year old Bertie who must suffer through all the lessons his mother feels he must 
have ,such as Italian and saxophone, an artist and his dog, an anthropologist, a narcissistic young 
man and his girlfriend and others.  Light, charming reading. 

A Gentleman in Moscow – Amor Towles.  In 1917 an aristocrat in Moscow is declared a “non 
person” and is sentenced to spend the rest of his life in a hotel..  Spanning the decades through 
the Cold War, he manages to make a life in these restricted circumstances, meets interesting 
people, and eventually has a twist of fate that changes everything. 

Before were yours – Lisa Wingate.  Based on actual events, this is the story of poor children 
who were kidnapped from their homes, sent to the Tennessee Childrens Home Society, and sold 
to wealthier families.  Many of the children attempted to find each other when they were adults. 

Maid: hard work, low pay and a mother’s will to survive – Stephanie Land.  Ms. Land  
worked as a house maid to support her and her child as she attempted to get her life back on 
track.  The book explores the life of a working poor woman and her encounters with government 
poverty programs and low paying jobs. 

The Forgotten seamtress – Liz Trenow.  In  Pre-World War I London,  a young woman is a 
seamstress at Buckingham Palace. Decades later, her daughter tries to solve the puzzle of her 
mother’s life. 

The Girl who wrote in silk – Kelli Estes.  A long lost silk embroidery is discovered that was 
done by a young Chinese woman who told her family story through stitchery.  It reveals family 
secrets that change lives.  Based on a true story. 

The Lilac Girls – Martha Hall Kelly.  Inspired by true events  the lives of Caroline, an American 
socialite, Herta, a German doctor in a concentration camp, and Kasha, a Polish concentration 
camp survivor, intersect after the war as they attempt to help forgotten people. 

The Orphan Train – Christina Baker Kline.  Orphaned children from the East were sent by 
train to the Midwest where they were adopted by farm families and residents of small towns.  
What kind of home and life the children had was due to luck and chance.  Based on the real life 
Orphan Trains which operated until the 1920s. 

The woman in the window – A.J. Finn.  A psychological thriller.  A woman suffering from 
agoraphobia watches her new neighbors and sees something horrible happen.  Or does she?  Is it 
just a hallucination from her meds and alcohol use?  And where are her husband and child?  Is 
everyone who they claim to be? A shocking surprise at the end reveals everything.  Fans of Gone 
Girl and The woman on the train will enjoy this one. 



Toxic Charity – Robert D. Lupton.  A thought provoking book that claims that many of the 
things that churches and charities do to help poor people actually do more harm than good.  He 
explains the community he works with in Atlanta and how they do things differently than other 
poverty programs.  The book’s sequel is “Charity Detox”, which goes into detail on how 
churches and charities can change and improve their services. 

 

 

	

		


