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The Summer’s Wise 

The month of June will be exceptionally packed with many activities. The first Sunday will include the 
celebration of the graduates, the recognition of the Appalachia Service Project participants, the 
annual church cookout (affectionately known as Strawberry Strav Jr.), and the beginning of the 
Northern Illinois Annual Conference. Later in June, we will have several guest preachers who’ll return 
to the church — Dr. Liz Hulford, Dr. Mark Kolkman, and Dr. Mark Teasdale, June 9, June 23, and June 
30, respectively. 

On Father’s Day, we will look forward to celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism and recognizing the 
fathers of the church and the community. The third Sunday of June will also be the last Sunday that 
my family and I will worship at HUMC before my tenure at North Northfield UMC begins. 

Since our arrival in July of 2013, we have witnessed and experienced a number of significant events 
at the church including confirmations, pet blessings, praise band, mission trips, special services, and 
much more. The friendships and relationships that have developed will always be treasured. The 
years have passed quickly and we will look forward to the continued opportunities for ministry. 
Whenever we glimpse the cross and flame we will always remember the Methodist Connection. 

It is impossible to detail each of the memorable events over the years and it’s wise to avoid listing 
names because of the fear of inadvertently forgetting to list someone. Robbye, James, Rollins, 
Joycelynn, and I have enjoyed participating in the worship services as liturgists, musicians, ushers, 
and greeters. We’ve also enjoyed participating in the Christian Education and missions’ activities, 
both locally and in other locations. Our children have especially enjoyed the youth outings and 
activities from packing books to mail to women in prisons across the country, laser tag, Sunday 
school classes, progressive dinners and parties in the homes of members, outings to district- and 
conference-sponsored events, cooking classes, bike rides, helping in the nursery, sleep-out 
Saturday, helping at PADS, the Bishop’s Mission Bus Tours, and the HCS food collection and 
distribution. 

Pastors especially treasure the privilege of participating in significant family events from birthdays, 
baptisms, anniversaries, graduations, and retirements. These are memorable moments that evoke 
endless feelings of gratitude and joy. Pastors also journey with families during times of sadness and 
transition from relocations, illnesses, surgeries, and death. These latter examples are often 
profoundly challenging both spiritually and practically. However, even during these moments, the 
power of prayer, presence, and witness is revealed in undeniable and enduring ways. The spiritual 
foundations grow stronger with time. 
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Remembering and “re-membering” — the former term refers to recall while the latter term refers to 
connections — are critical tasks for the church. Acknowledging the cloud of witnesses who’ve 
completed their earthly journeys and have joined the church victorious is just as important as the 
frequent task of affirming the connection of each individual to the body of Christ. Although we all 
experiences the triumphs and trials of life, the church is one of the few perduring, visible institutions 
that routinely engages in both remembering and “re-membering.” Whenever we gather as the body 
of Christ, we celebrate the gifts of memory and belonging. These gatherings are expressed in 
scripture, song, worship, and service. 

Yours in Christ, Rev. Dr. Jon McCoy 

 

News from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

“Celebration of Ministry” - Rev. Jon McCoy and Family 
Please join us on Sunday, June 16 for Rev. Jon McCoy’s last Sunday at HUMC 
as we celebrate his ministry at HUMC and the impact his family has made here 
over the last six years. During the 9:30 a.m. service, we will look back at our 
time together with a special presentation and video. Following the service, we 
will have light refreshments and additional time for fellowship. We hope to see 
you all there! 

 

Welcoming Pastor Young-Mee Park to HUMC 
Please join us on Sunday, July 7 at the 9:30 a.m. service as we welcome 
Pastor Young-Mee to HUMC. This will be Pastor Young-Mee’s first Sunday in 
the pulpit, and we hope you will join us as we begin a new and exciting 
chapter in the life of HUMC. Pastor Young-Mee is looking forward to a time 
of fellowship following the service, and light refreshments will be served. 

  

Getting to Know Pastor Young-Mee Park 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee will be organizing small group gatherings starting in late July 
and continuing through the fall for members of the congregation to meet and get to know Pastor 
Young-Mee. This is also a great opportunity for her to get to know us. If you are interested in hosting 
one of the gatherings either in your home, at the church, or another location, please contact Cheryl 
Huetson in the church office. Once hosts, locations, and times are determined, we will offer sign-ups 
in the Narthex following Sunday services. We hope you will take advantage of this special 
opportunity for fellowship with our new pastor. 

 



Coming Up in Worship 
 

Sunday, June 2  

Worship and Communion, Graduation Recognition, and ASP Send-Off at 9:30 a.m. 

Church Picnic at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Sunday, June 9  

Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Hulford will be our guest preacher.  

 

 

Sunday, June 16 

Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

This will be Rev. Dr. Jon McCoy’s last Sunday at HUMC and we will celebrate his 
ministry at HUMC. 

 

 

Sunday, June 23  

Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Dr. Mark Kolkman, Chief Ministry Officer at Christ Church of Oak Brook, will be our 
guest preacher and Jim Chadwick will be leading the service. 

 

 

Sunday, June 30  

Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale will be our guest preacher. 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 7  

Worship and Communion at 9:30 a.m. 

This will be Pastor Young-Mee Park’s first Sunday at HUMC and we will welcome 
her with a time of fellowship and refreshments after the service. 



Children’s Ministry 
We had wonderful weather for our annual Easter Egg Hunt this 
year. Considering we had five inches of snow for Palm Sunday, it 
was a vast improvement and made finding the eggs easier for the 
kids!    

It was nice to have 28 kids participate and have different areas of 
the church inside and out available for kids. Thanks to the UMW 
ladies for packing the eggs. It was also fun to see the kids perform 
bells and sing in the 10:30 service. Here are a few of my favorite 
pictures from our day together. 

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) registration started May 1 and we already have over 75 kids registered. 
Thanks to Patti Cash and all her work with the church’s new database and website system which 
makes registering a lot simpler for families to sign up and pay online. Now our focus needs to be on 
making sure we have enough volunteers for this wonderful community outreach event.   

There are many ways to get involved and serve. We need helpers before 
VBS to buy snacks, decorations, and craft supplies. We need helpers to 
also decorate various rooms in the church. During VBS, we need guides to 
take the kids to different areas around the church. If you have 1 or 2 
mornings free we can also use subs to fill in. After VBS, we will need some 
strong people to help take down the set after the Sunday service. Check 
out the volunteer table to find other ways you can get involved.  

Thanks in advance for all you do each and every year to make this a special week for everyone in the 
community! 

God bless you! 

Jenny Austgen, Director of Children’s Ministries, jennifer.austgen@hinsdaleumc.com 



Groups, Events, and Announcements  
 

Graduation Sunday  
Calling all Graduates from 8th grade to Grad School and beyond! Please 
join us in worship on Graduation Sunday, June 2 at 9:30 a.m. Following 
the service, the whole congregation will celebrate our graduates at the 
church picnic.  
 

 

Annual Church Picnic 
On Sunday, June 2, we will have the church picnic - rain or shine! So, wear 
picnic clothes to church - sundresses, Hawaiian shirts, sandals, sunglasses, 
and summer-time hats. We will have a new, 4-foot-wide, paved walkway from 
the back door to the back lawn. No more tip-toeing through the tulips. Eagle 
Scout, Alex Aguilar, coordinated the construction. However, tables will be 
setup inside if the liquid sunshine continues. 

Bring family, friends, and neighbors to join the fun. There will be a bounce house and some games 
for the kids. Also, our delicious cake, ice cream, and strawberry sauce dessert will be served. All you 
can eat for $5 per adult, no charge for kids, high school age and under. Everyone is welcome!   
 

 

Men’s Group Lunch and Discussion 
The Men’s Group meets in the Fireside Room the first Friday of 
each month at 12:00 Noon. Bring a sack lunch and join in the 
conversation. Current events, community news, joys, and concerns 
are discussed. New members are always welcome! 

Upcoming discussions: June 7, July 5, August 2 

 

 

Knit or Knot 
The Knit or Knot Ministry meets the third Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. During a time of 
fellowship; shawls, pillows, sweaters and blankets are created to comfort 
those in need and to celebrate life’s joys. Each piece becomes an 

expression of love – and the loving care of God who works through the crafters. As each piece of 
work reaches completion it is passed around the circle and blessed by each crafter’s hands.  

Upcoming meetings: June 19, July 17, August, 21 



Administrative Council Meeting 
The Administrative Council will meet on Tuesday, June 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room. 

 

Fireside Readers Book Discussion 
The Fireside Readers is an informal book discussion group that welcomes all men 
and women who enjoy reading and stimulating discussion. We meet about once a 
month from September to May in the Fireside Room at 6:30 p.m. for dessert and 
coffee, and discussion at 7:00 p.m. 

Our next book discussion will be in late September, date to be determined closer 
to time. The book will be Educated, by Tara Westover. Tara grew up in a survivalist 
family in remote Idaho with little contact with the outside world. She was not allowed to attend 
school. She eventually taught herself enough to be admitted to Brigham Young University, and later 
attended Harvard and Cambridge. This is a remarkable story of one girl’s determination to 
overcome extreme conditions, although she always retained feelings for her family. The book is 
available in hardcover, at many public libraries, and on Kindle and Nook. Please contact Mary Ann 
Darnaby if you have any questions. 

 

Would you like to know your fellow church members better?  
Sign up to be a greeter and put a name with a face! We are using a new 
and improved online process to sign-up greeters hoping that everyone 
will get to know their fellow church members by welcoming one another 

on Sunday mornings. Visit the link below or go to our church website for more information. If you 
have questions or do not have website access and would like to be part of this important ministry, 
please contact Heather Sauer at 630-632-3269 or Jim Chick at 207-740-4907. 

Go to: https://signup.com/go/eKCFTyd to sign up! 

 

Stephen Ministry  
Stephen Ministers are lay men and women who are called and gifted by God and 
trained to become a caring Christian friend to those experiencing a difficult season 
in life. For all those interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, Christ Church Oak 
Brook will host Stephen Ministry Training on the second and fourth Saturday for the 
months of September, October, November, and December 14, January 11 and 25, 
and February 8. Please contact Rev. Lisa Capozzoli at lcapozzoli@ChristChurch.us or 630.321.6764 
with questions or to register for the training. If you have questions regarding Stephen Ministry, 
please contact Jill Hinrichs, HUMC’s Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation, at 
jill.hinrichs@hinsdaleumc.com.  



Summer Office Hours  
Please note HUMC’s Summer office hours through Monday, September 2: 

Monday through Thursday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

HUMC’s local unit of United Methodist Women is comprised of three “CIRCLES” that 
meet the 2nd Thursday, September through May. Circles are a time for spiritual growth, 
mission & service activities and food & fellowship. We would love to have you join 
us!  For questions, please call Mrs. Betty Drucker or read more on our HUMW page.  

 

Our United Methodist Women Circles meet September to May on the 2nd Thursday of the month. 
UWM Circles do not hold regular meetings during the summer months but we do have a summer 
coffee with lots of yummy snacks. All women from the church are cordially invited to join us on 
Thursday, August 1 at 9:30 a.m. New circle members are always welcome! 

 

 
HUMC Preschool Announcement 
As another school year draws to a close, the former HUMC Preschool board 
would like to take this opportunity to announce that, after all closing costs and 
final bills were settled, the Preschool was able to donate just over $41,000 to 
HUMC’s youth and children’s ministries funds.  

It is our hope that these funds will be used at the congregation’s discretion to fund new and 
improved children’s ministries, including possible capital improvements to the classrooms and 
meeting areas, and to enhance any youth ministries from which the church and overall community 
can most benefit. 

With this donation, the HUMC Preschool and Parent/Child Program feels extremely blessed to fulfill 
its final mission to the congregation’s youth and children; leaving behind strong, celebrated 
traditions and establishing a foundation upon which to build future success. 

Respectfully submitted, Jennifer Dean (former HUMC Preschool Board President) 

https://www.hinsdaleumc.com/ministries/united-methodist-women


Missions  
Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who contributed food and/or hams for the Easter boxes for 
Olivet. They were delivered on Saturday, April 13. They were extremely thankful for 
the contributions and they distributed them to families in their community that 
weekend. 

 

 

School Supplies Collection 
HUMC will again be collecting school supplies for the children in the 
neighborhood of Olivet UMC, our sister church in West Garfield 
Park. The children of our VBS will begin the collection and the 
congregation will add to it during the month after VBS. Lists of needed 
supplies will be available. 

We in Hinsdale donate supplies, package them for different grade levels from preschool through 
high school (with an emphasis on early elementary school grades), and deliver the kits to Olivet.  The 
members of Olivet distribute them at a back-to-school event. Most members of their congregation 
grew up in this church and have moved to other parts of Chicago and the suburbs, but they return to 
worship together and reach out to their neighbors. Our gifts help them in their mission and 
connection with the people living in this troubled area. 

During the year we also support their efforts with holiday food boxes, Christmas gifts of clothing for 
children, and warm clothing and blankets for their "Warming Ministry." 

 

 

DuPage PADS in the Summer Months 
Hinsdale UMC will begin its participation in the Summer PADS program 
on Saturday, June 15, at the temporary shelter site at Hinsdale 
Covenant Church, 412 S. Garfield Avenue, Hinsdale.  We will need 
volunteers to prepare dinners at home in advance; to set up sleeping areas; 

to serve on-site shifts at dinner, overnight, and at breakfast; to perform morning cleanup; and to do 
laundry during the ensuing week. The shelter will utilize a very large space at Hinsdale Covenant 
Church, so a large cleanup crew will be needed. 

The remaining dates for our participation in the Summer PADS program are Saturday, July 20 and 
Saturday, August 17. Please indicate your interest in volunteering by contacting Lennox Iton via e-
mail to itonpere@comcast.net, or by calling 630-852-9011. 

 



Judicial Council Rulings on Traditional Plan           Submitted by Lennox Iton 
In the wake of the vote at the Special General Conference in late February to adopt the 
Traditional Plan in the revisions to the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 
(UMC), there remained questions concerning the constitutionality of elements of the plan as 
passed by the delegates. These questions were forwarded to the Judicial Council of the 
UMC, the Supreme Court of the denomination, to be addressed at a meeting in late April in 
Evanston.   

The Traditional Plan had been passed as a series of 15 petitions, the constitutionality of each 
having to be examined. First, the Council had to determine whether the Plan was to be 
considered as a unitary bundle; if so, an unconstitutional ruling on any of the examined 
petitions would render the whole Plan unconstitutional. The Council ruled that the petitions 
were not to be considered as a single bundle. It then ruled that 8 of the petitions were 
constitutional, and 7 of the petitions were unconstitutional. Thus, the Traditional Plan would 
be incorporated into the Book of Discipline in the form of the 8 petitions ruled to be 
constitutional; the remaining petitions would not be included. The new wording would take 
effect on January 1, 2020. In addition, the Judicial Council also ruled that legislation to 
provide an exit strategy for local churches wishing to leave the denomination (Disaffiliation) 
was constitutional. 

Principal Implications of the approved plan are: 

The incompatibility clause in the Book of Discipline remains: 

“Since the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching, self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals are not to be accepted as candidates, ordained as ministers, or 
appointed to serve in the United Methodist Church.” 

However, there are now stricter exclusions, as well as harsher penalties for failing to comply: 

• The definition of “self-avowed, practicing homosexual” is expanded to include 
anyone in a same-sex marriage, or who publicly states that he or she is a practicing 
homosexual. 

• District and Conference Boards of Ordained Ministry cannot recommend LGBTQ 
persons for ministry, and that the bishop cannot commission or ordain them. 

• Bishops cannot consecrate duly elected persons to the episcopacy if they are “self-
avowed, practicing homosexuals”. 

• There will be mandatory penalties for clergy who are convicted by a jury of peers for 
performing a same-sex marriage. The penalty is one year suspension for the first 
offense, and termination for the second offense. 



• When a complaint (of a violation) is made, the complaint process is to include a 
“statement of harms”; further, “every effort is to be made” to include the complainant 
in the resolution. 

• The church maintains the ability to appeal the verdict of a trial court to the Committee 
on Appeals, and then to the Judicial Council, in cases of “egregious errors of Church 
law or administration”. 

Disaffiliation 

The process continues the existing requirement of an Annual Conference vote. In addition, 
the petition approved by the Judicial Council permits a local church to exit with a limited 
right to disaffiliate with the church property. It stipulates a requirement of a two-thirds vote 
of the professing members present and voting at a charge conference; twenty-four months 
of apportionment payments; payment of unpaid pension payments, health insurance, and 
property insurance. 

Among Provisions Ruled Unconstitutional 

• That the annual conference certify that the bishop had only nominated persons to the 
Board of Ordained Ministry who would “uphold, enforce, and maintain the Discipline 
in its entirety”. 

• That the Board of Ordained Ministry is required to conduct a thorough examination 
specifically to determine whether someone is LGBTQ, including through the use of 
social media. 

 

There are many opponents of the Traditional Plan, and there have been open statements of 
intent to resist its dictates. U.S. delegates to the Special General Conference favored the 
One Church Plan by a substantial majority. That was the plan endorsed by the Council of 
Bishops; it sought to give conferences and churches latitude in interpreting and applying 
the denomination's policy on human sexuality. Delegates from the Central Conferences 
(non-U.S.) swung the vote in favor of the Traditional Plan. A point of concern for many in the 
U.S. conferences is the special accommodation that allows churches in the Central 
Conferences to modify their Book of Discipline to acknowledge the local cultural context. 
This privilege is not accorded to U.S. conferences; they must abide by the Discipline 
approved by the denomination worldwide. Thus, there are active discussions about what 
steps ought to be taken in response to the adoption of the Traditional Plan.  The ferment in 
our denomination will continue. 

 


