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The Flame Newsletter - December 2019 
 

For Sixty More Years to Come! 
As many of you may be aware, I went around asking questions during the past few months. Being a 

new kid on the block, I had so much to learn! One of the questions I had was “what does this church mean 
to you?” And many of you said, “This church is my home and my family.” Yes, it’s all about relationship and 
community, is it not? And yes, Hinsdale UMC is a place where you belong and feel home. How beautiful is 
this! 

Another question was about your hope for the church, and you answered, “We want to attract new 
and younger people.” No, you do not want to stay stuck in “good old day” nostalgia. You want to move 
forward toward God’s future and grow into a fully inclusive and more diverse and missional church. How 
wonderful is this! 

Finally, when I asked you for advice for me, quite a few of you said, “Be yourself.” And a close 
second was, “Keep your sense of humor.” Well, if this is your advice for me, this is something important for 
you, too, right? Being an authentic community of faith, laughing together and finding joy in doing God’s 
work together! How awesome is this!     

What an amazing four months it has been since I joined you last July! Our worship has been 
growing more vital and vibrant each week, and our fellowship deepening and broadening each day. We 
have received seven new members this fall. We did the Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, and not on 
Sunday right after worship, thus turning it from a “church” event into a “community” event. And the Resale 
Event last October – Oh my goodness! I was blown away! So many church members working together with 
such joy and commitment; and so many people from the wider community coming together to make this 
world a better place for all! Praise God!  

Great energy and renewed sense of joy and hope were clearly demonstrated in our Church 
Conference held on November 19 as well. On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24, we celebrated our 
belated 60th anniversary and recognized our longtime members (21 of them have been with us for over 50 
years!), even as we dedicated our pledges for 2020. Yes, we are grateful! And yes, we are hopeful! And 
yes, we are committed! We are a vital and vibrant body of Christ, living together, eating together, laughing 
together, and praying together! With glad and generous hearts, we will love and serve, together, as people 
of God. We will reach out into our communities and the world with the Gospel message of God’s love for 
all.  

I celebrate you, Hinsdale UMC, and rejoice in your faithfulness. Let us keep it going! Let us move 
forward together for sixty more years to come! 

 

Rev. Young-Mee Park 
Senior Pastor 
youngmee.park@hinsdaleumc.com  
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Welcome New Members! 

HUMC 2020 Stewardship Update 

 

 
 

We welcomed new members during the month of November! Welcome to Hinsdale UMC, Debbie McNair, 
Ron Kaminski, Ruth Ann Enthof, Liz Perkin, Tim Perkin (pictured with baby Norah Perkin), and Jim and 
Michelle Chick.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

Our Pledge Sunday on November 24 was a great time of celebration. As 
Pastor Park led us “looking back to the future”, we celebrated our long-
standing members of 50+ years of membership, had Karin and Parker Rohn 
lead the liturgy as part of a four generation HUMC family, and heard Nancy 
and Chris Malo share their perspectives on supporting HUMC. 
We had a great first day of support--60 members dedicated their pledges of financial support for HUMC 
for 2020. While it is way too early to provide meaningful giving numbers, we are optimistic on the response 
to date as 23 of our initial 60 pledges represented increases over 2019 levels and 13 were new pledges 
(including new families and those that did not pledge last year).  
But we still need to hear from about 40% of our expected families. For those that haven’t returned a pledge 
card yet, please take the time to prayerfully consider your willingness to give cheerfully according to your 
ability and complete a pledge card with your intentions for 2020.  
If you need the pledge materials, they are available on our website and hard copies are available in the 
Welcome Center and the ushers will have cards at the upcoming services. With your support through your 
presence, prayers, gifts, service, and witness, we can move forward together in Christian faith and service.  
Thank you and have a joyous Thanksgiving week followed by Advent beginning on Sunday! 
~Zed Francis  
Chair of Stewardship and Finance  
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Coming Up in Worship  
 
 

Valet Parking 
A reminder that Valet Parking is available to those in need. Please pull up to the double doors 
of the East side of the church where ushers will be looking. If you don’t see one, come into 
the church and hand your keys to an usher and your car will be parked. With the cold, icy 
weather approaching we need to be aware of our fellow church members who might need assistance 
walking from the parking lot into the church. Please take notice and help where needed. 
 

Poinsettia Orders 
It is again time to think about Christmas and our Advent Season. A tradition at HUMC 
is to mass poinsettias around the altar for the Christmas Eve services. The plants are 
$13.00 for a 6 1/2" pot. Please put your cash or check marked “Poinsettias” along with 

your order form in Heather Sauer’s mail slot in the church office. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, 
December 15. Thank you for helping us beautify our sanctuary this Christmas. Order forms are available in 
the church office, the Welcome Center, or by clicking here for a printable form.  
 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Celebrate the JOY of the season at Hinsdale UMC! 
 

4:30 p.m. Family Worship - Families are invited to enter into the 
holiness of Jesus’ birth with carols, candlelight, and special music. 
5:45 p.m. “Sounds of the Season” Concert - Free concert 
featuring local and guest musicians. 
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service - A service of lessons, carols, and candlelight. 
8:15 p.m. Open House Celebration - Everyone is invited to an Open House Celebration in Fellowship Hall 
with a light supper. Please bring a plate of cookies to share. Come, enjoy the evening and continue the 
mystery and wonder of that holy night. All are welcome.  
 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Sunday, January 26 – UMW Sunday 
Sunday, February 9 – Olivet UMC will visit Hinsdale UMC, with Rev. Donald Wright 
preaching and their youth group presenting a special music/dance offering. Immediately 
following the service, there will be a Fellowship Luncheon.   
Sunday, February 23 – Scout Sunday and Chili Cook-Off 
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Kicking Off the Holiday Season with Carols  
 
What a wonderful way to kick off the season! Church members and friends visited Oak Trace Senior 
Community on Sunday, December 1 for our First Annual Caroling event! Everyone sang their hearts out 
and spread holiday cheer to all those in attendance! Many thanks to all who participated, especially our 
musicians, Ingrid, Bill, Julia, Carolyn, and Paul, and our gracious host Alta Sailer! Blessings of 
God’s light and joy to you and yours this Advent season! 
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Children’s Ministries  
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
It has been a wonderful Fall season for Children’s Ministries. We have had some great events to get us into 
the holiday spirit.    
In October, we had our annual “Trunk or Treat” event, but this year we moved the date from a Sunday to a 
Saturday in an effort to better connect with our community. A little rain didn’t slow us down, because we 
moved the party indoors and it was a blessing in disguise.    
It was nice to see families come indoors and sip on some cider by the fireplace and chat with other adults, 
while the kids enjoyed the games and bouncy house. We will definitely do this set up next year! A special 
thanks to Paul Eident who grilled 72 hotdogs, which were all enjoyed by happy “trunk or treaters.” 

 
On Sunday, November 24, we had our “Annual Family 
Advent Event” in the Fellowship Hall.  We all had fun 
decorating gingerbread houses while also learning to 
focus our attention on the true meaning of 
Christmas.  All families got a daily advent trivia peel-
off booklet to take home to help them talk and share 
daily while they learn more about the songs, Bible 
passages, and people surrounding the birth of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, whose birth we celebrate on 
Christmas. 

What is Christmas at HUMC without a Christmas Pageant? Join us this year on December 
15 at 10:30 a.m. as the kids share in word and song the musical called, “We three Spies.” In 
this fun musical, something big and miraculous happens as God changes hearts. The kids 
will make you laugh and cry as they spread the joy of Christmas to families in need. Please 
stay for some of your favorite holiday treats in the Fireside Room afterwards. Thanks for 
supporting our kids in this way! 

 

Wishing you and your families a blessed Christmas Season! 
Jennifer Austgen, Director of Children’s Ministries, jennifer.austgen@hinsdaleumc.com, 708-822-1047 



 

945 S. Garfield St.  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630-325-1280  |  www.hinsdaleumc.com  |  Page 6 

Adult Education Opportunities  
 

Hinsdale UMC offers adult education groups that meet on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. to 10:25 
a.m., September through May. Current and future offerings will be posted throughout the 
year, so please check our website often for updates and announcements! 
There is a place for children of all ages while their parents participate in adult education 

classes. The Nursery is available to infants through age three, and children and youth meet for Sunday 
School. 
 

Sunday, December 1 through Sunday, December 22  
All Adult Sunday School classes will join together Sunday mornings during Advent at 
9:30 a.m. for Faithful – Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph Advent book study led 
by Vicki Greene. From his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his all-important role 
as the earthly father of Jesus Christ, Joseph's place in the nativity story is sometimes 
overlooked but contains valuable lessons for all of us. Join Adam Hamilton as he 
examines Christmas through the eyes of Joseph. Absent from much of the biblical 
narrative, Joseph never spoke a word, but his courageous actions were crucial to the 
birth of Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity. The book is available in the 
church office. Join in the class any week you are able. 

 
 

Sunday, December 29 and Sunday, January 5  
No Adult Sunday School 
 

 
Sunday, January 12 and Sunday, January 19  
Our guest speaker during the 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School hour will be Talmadge 
Gerald. Talmadge is a PhD Student at Andrews University. He grew up in sunny, 
Jacksonville, FL. After discovering a passion for History and Archaeology of the Ancient 
Near East, he decided to pursue a professional and academic career in the subject, 
particularly archaeology and history as it pertains to the Bible. He received his BA in 
Biblical Languages at Harding University in Searcy, AR. After graduating, he went on to 
achieve his MA in Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Archaeology at Trinity 
International University with an emphasis in Egyptology and Ugaritic studies. Wanting to further his career in 
Archaeology he is currently pursuing his PhD in Archaeology at Andrews University in Berrien Springs, MI. 
He is also the Assistant to the Curator at the Siegfried H. Horn Archaeological Museum at Andrews 
University. His interests include Egyptology and the Exodus, Iron Age I and II Archaeology of Israel/Palestine 
and Jordan, Biblical Studies, Hebrew, Greek, Biblical Historicity, and Ceramic Typology. 
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Groups, Events, and Announcements 

Wednesday Bible Study  
Pastor Young-Mee and Hazel Zimner are team teaching/leading our Wednesday 
Bible Study on Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Conference Room. Everyone is 
invited and welcomed to attend. We are using the book “The New Testament You 
Never Knew.” Please contact Pastor Young-Mee with questions.  
 

Tentative calendar for the remainder of the year and the topic for each session: 
December 4 - The Early Christians and the Church 
December 11 - The Mission of the Church 
December 18 - The Creation of the New Testament 
 

We will take a few weeks break over Christmas and begin a new study in the New Year. We look forward to 
a wonderful season of growing together as disciples of Jesus!  
 

 

 

 

The Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir will be having their annual Christmas party at 
Heather Sauer’s home on Wednesday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m. There will be a 
food signup sheet at both choir rehearsals. Please contact Myrna Beck with questions. 

  
Men’s Group Lunch and Discussion 
The Men’s Group meets in the Fireside Room the first Friday of each 
month at 12:00 Noon. Bring a sack lunch and join in the conversation. 
Current events, community news, joys, and concerns are discussed. New 
members are always welcome! 
Upcoming discussions: December 6, January 3, February 7 
 

Knit or Knot 
The Knit or Knot Ministry meets the third Wednesday of each month from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. During a time of fellowship; shawls, pillows, 
sweaters and blankets are created to comfort those in need and to celebrate life’s 
joys. Each piece becomes an expression of love – and the loving care of God who 

works through the crafters. As each piece of work reaches completion it is passed around the circle and 
blessed by each crafter’s hands.  
** Please Note: Knit or Knot will not meet in December. ** 
Upcoming meetings: January 15, February 19, March 18 
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Caring for Others 

Fireside Readers Book Discussion 

The Fireside Readers is an informal book discussion group that welcomes all men and 
women who enjoy reading and stimulating discussion. We meet about once a month 
from September to May in the Fireside Room at 6:30 p.m. for dessert and coffee, and 
discussion at 7:00 p.m. 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, January 27 in the Fireside Room at 6:30 p.m. for 
dessert and coffee and discussion at 7:00 p.m. Our book is “The Overstory”, by Richard 
Powers. This novel won the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction and several other awards. Through stories of 
people who learn to see nature, particularly trees, in a new way, the author explores humans’ relationship to 
the environment and how it has changed over the years. What does this mean for the planet’s future? 
 The book is available in hardcover, at many public libraries, and on Kindle and Nook. Please contact Mary 
Ann Darnaby via email if you have any questions. 
 

Fellowship Dinners Coming in January! 
Everyone is invited to join a Fellowship Dining Group beginning in January. Come to a kick-
off potluck appetizer and cocktail party for all participants at the Ritz home on Saturday, 
January 25 at 7:00 p.m. Assignment of the fellowship groups will be announced at that 
time. Fellowship Dining Groups will be 10-12 people per group with a mix of ages. Each 

group will choose their own dining dates and host homes. Hosts will provide the main dish and other members will 
bring dishes to share OR group will choose a restaurant and all members will pay their own way. Please RSVP to Holly 
Ritz at holly.ritz@penworthy.com or to Cheryl Huetson in the office at cheryl.huetson@hinsdaleumc.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
In our Sunday School classes, the children have been making 
cards for shut-ins for Thanksgiving and Christmas. We 
continue to find ways to reach out to the community and to 
participate in service projects.  
 
 
 

 
Please stop by the Welcome Center on Sundays to sign Care Cards for church members. 
Stephen Ministries will be coordinating these special cards each week for those needing 
our thoughts, encouragement, and prayers. 
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United Methodist Women  
 

 
HUMC’s local unit of United Methodist Women is comprised of three “CIRCLES” that meet 
the 2nd Thursday, September through May. Circles are a time for spiritual growth, mission & 
service activities and food & fellowship. We would love to have you join us!  For questions, 
please call Mrs. Betty Drucker or read more on our HUMW page.  

 
Upcoming Schedule  
December Board Meeting:  Thursday, December 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
December Circle Meetings:  Thursday, December 12 at 9:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
January Board Meeting:  Thursday, January 2 at 9:30 a.m. 
January Circle Meetings:  Thursday, January 9 at 9:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
February Board Meeting:  Thursday, February 6 at 9:30 a.m. 
February Circle Meetings:  Thursday, February 13 at 9:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
 

UMW Christmas Program and Installation of Officers  
The United Methodist Women invite you to join them on Monday, December 9 at 
7:00 p.m. for their annual Christmas party and officer installation in the Sanctuary. Be 
ready for a great start to the holiday season with an evening of food, fellowship, and 
fun. Membership not required – we hope to see all women of the church and their 
guests at this festive event. 

 
Olivet Warming Ministry  

Many thanks to all who donated to the UMW Warming Ministry 
which benefits our friends in the Olivet community. We have 
received an amazing number of donations including blankets, 
coats, snowsuits, gloves, hats, scarves, hoodies, boots, and baby 
blankets. Many of these have been hand-made and some are 
brand new, purchased specifically for the Warming Ministry.  We 
are truly blessed with a congregation focused on missions and 
helping those less fortunate.  
 
Current donations were packed up and delivered to Olivet on Saturday, November 16. In addition to the 
donations, we also have over 50 fleece blankets created during two Crafting Sessions. Our crafting 
sessions have often been intergenerational and attract 20-30 individuals working together to layout, cut and 
tie the fleece blankets. These blankets will be delivered prior to Christmas for distribution throughout the 
Olivet community. 
 



 

945 S. Garfield St.  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630-325-1280  |  www.hinsdaleumc.com  |  Page 10 

Missions 
Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who contributed food and/or hams for the Thanksgiving 
boxes for Olivet. They were delivered on Saturday, November 23. They were 
extremely thankful for the contributions and the food was distributed to families in 
their community that weekend. 

 

Christmas Food Boxes for Olivet UMC 
The people in the neighborhood surrounding Olivet United 
Methodist Church are grateful for the boxes of food and hams 
provided to them by the HUMC congregation at Thanksgiving. We 
again have the opportunity to provide food and hams to the 
residents of this impoverished neighborhood at Christmas. Gifts of 
food during the Christmas holidays are especially important 
because school is not in session and many children depend on meals served at school. 
The Christmas Food Boxes will be available in the Narthex beginning Sunday, December 8. Please take 
and fill a box with the groceries suggested on the label. The filled boxes are to be returned to the main 
kitchen (across from Fellowship Hall) no later than Friday, December 20.  
Do not purchase a ham when you buy the groceries. Missions Committee has arranged to purchase a five-
pound ham to go with each box of food from Kramer Foods at a discounted price. Hams can be donated 
using an online process. 
Twenty-five hams will be available for donation online beginning December 6. The donation amount will be 
included in the December 6 and December e-news articles; a link to the ham donation form will also be 
found in these articles and also on the HUMC website beginning December 6.   
Anyone needing assistance to make the online ham donation can contact a member of the Missions Work 
Area at hams@hinsdaleumc.com. The boxes and hams will be delivered to Olivet the morning of December 
21.  Anyone wishing to assist with the delivery can contact Dan Irwin. 
  

Olivet Christmas Gifts 
Once again, HUMC members have the opportunity to provide Christmas gifts 
of warm clothing to children in the Olivet neighborhood. There are many 
children who need your help to bless them with these gifts. You may sign-up in 
the Narthex on December 8 and 15. Simply take a tag with the child’s name 
and clothing size, purchase and wrap the gift, and bring it back to the church 

office with the tag attached. Gifts need to be delivered by Thursday, December 19 at 4:00 p.m. Thank 
you for helping to make this Christmas a brighter one for those in need! 
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All Church Mission Opportunity 
Back by Popular Demand! We are again offering an all 
church Mission Opportunity on Saturday, February 8 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Feed My Starving 
Children in Aurora. Feed My Starving Children is a 
Christian non-profit organization that provides 
nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated for 
malnourished children. Volunteers hand pack the meals that are then delivered to their food partners 
around the world. We have reserved 40 spots to pack meals and are hoping for church members and 
friends of all ages to join us – young, old, families, youth – all are welcome! (Minimum age for participation 
is 5 years old.) We all had a great time last year. Please contact Sandy Usher via email to reserve your spot. 

 
 

Bridge Family Update 
Our most recent Bridge family joined the program in August, and the 
family of five promptly moved into a two-bedroom apartment. Kashia is a 
hardworking woman, who since joining the program, has moved on to a 
higher paying job, paid off a considerable amount of debt, and consistently 
volunteers for extra shifts to meet her budget.   
The four children, A.J. (17), Azaria (14), Nani (13), and Tori (11), share a 
bedroom. Kashia has done a great job at trying to normalize the family 

situation by keeping her children in after-school sports. Recently, the girls’ dance team placed second in 
Regional Varsity Hip Hop Dance and Varsity Theme Dance Competitions, and Tori was selected for his 
football all-star team. A.J. is currently looking for an after-school job. 
A sofa, chair, table and chairs, and five beds were obtained from the Sharing Connection in Downers Grove 
to furnish the apartment. Kashia attended the UMW resale and was able to take home clothing for her new 
job orientation, clothing for the girls (including much needed winter coats), a lamp, vase, and floral 
arrangement. She is in need of more lamps, a coffee table, an area rug, four twin frames, and one king bed 
frame, and another chair to complete one of the goals of the mentors; that is to make the apartment 
homier. 
Kashia is a good fit for the program as she has expressed a desire to change. Her challenges include living 
within her budget, eliminating debt, finding nearby activities for her children, and finding time for more 
family activities. Please support her efforts by praying for the mentors to be instruments of lasting change 
and for Kashia and her family to find independence and stability through this program. 
 
  


