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The Flame    September 2018 

The next few months will be particularly exciting around the church. In addition to resuming Christian education 
classes, Bible studies, and our two Sunday morning worship services, we will welcome several guest speakers and 
preachers. We will also hear highlights each month about the 2018 ASP Trip. Although we heard from several of the 
ASP participants last month, we will continue to provide highlights regarding ASP because we’ve already begun 
planning for the 2019 ASP trip(s). We are hoping to increase the numbers of youth and adults who’ll be participating in 
ASP next year. The special presenters and preachers will also help us better appreciate the connections between 
worship, stewardship, mission and witness.  

Last month, Rollins McCoy, Joycelynn McCoy, Dan Hinz, Valerie Iuliano, Héctor Varela, and Keith 
Worthington shared highlights of their experiences at ASP. Joycelynn, Valerie, and Hector were first-time 
participants. Although they each admitted they had pretty limited construction skills prior to the ASP Trip, they are all 
looking forward to returning next year. Rollins and Dan were second-time participants. They helped recruit others to 
come because of the overwhelming impact of the ASP experience. Keith is the coordinator of the ASP Trip for Geneva. 
He has been organizing ASP trips at Geneva for over 26 years! In 2018, the Geneva UMC/Hinsdale UMC group was 
the fourth largest of all the ASP teams that came this year. 

Along with the recollections of the ASP participants, the congregation was blown away by the brilliant sounds of the 
Prairie Brass Band. Dr. Carolyn Sparks, a relatively new member of HUMC, is a member of the Prairie Brass Band. 
She also helped coordinate the band’s presentation in worship last year. This year’s presentation was even more 
outstanding because of a special arrangement that she provided from one of her friends at the College of DuPage. There 
were several amazing solos throughout the service and the band provided an extended postlude following the worship 
service which left many parishioners mesmerized in their pews. Others enjoyed the special refreshments that were 
provided. Paul Eakley is also a member of the Prairie Brass Band. He and Dr. Sparks have joined other youth and me 
for the past few years as we’ve provided music at Christmas time while bell-ringing for the Salvation Army. 
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The last Sunday of August featured a special guest preacher, Elder Jonathan Banks, who not only helped to kick-off the 
academic year, he helped to reframe the emphasis upon academic achievement through the lens of stewardship of the 
gifts God has entrusted to us. Using his book “Raise Your GPA: God's Way to Win @ School & Life” Mr. Banks 
provided a resource that parallels the church’s vision priority of being the definition of a faith home.  Rather than 
feeling consumed by the pressures to feel measured by your grade point average, his book provides suggestions to 
youth and their parents regarding ways to conceptualize their understanding of purpose and peace very differently.   

Later this month, Dr. Michael O. Emerson will be the guest speaker. He currently serves as the provost at North Park 
University and is the author of numerous books about the church and the community. His most recent book is entitled 
“Market Cities, People Cities: The Shape of Our Urban Future.” His other titles include “United By Faith,” “People 
of the Dream,” and “One Body, One Spirit.” We will look forward to welcoming Dr. Emerson on September 30.  

In October, we will welcome Mr. Stan Cook, the executive director of HCS (formerly known as Hinsdale 
Community Services). Although, HUMC has enjoyed a long and extremely active relationship with HCS, there are 
probably many members who would love to learn more about the organization and who would love to become better 
acquainted with the new Executive director. Stan Cook has lived in the community many years. Although he is a 
former Methodist, he is currently actively involved in his church in Clarendon Hills. Some members have already 
become acquainted with him through their volunteer efforts at the HCS food pantry, the food pantry at Anne Jeans 
Elementary school, the annual food drive/fundraiser for HCS at HUMC, and various other benevolent efforts. He will 
be our guest at both services and during the Christian education hour on Sunday, October 28.  

In November, our special guest speaker and preacher will be Dr. Robert Lupton. He is the founder and president of 
FCS Urban Ministries, a non-profit organization serving inner-city Atlanta, and is on the board of the Christian 
Community Development Association. He is a Vietnam veteran, has a Ph.D. in psychology from the University of 
Georgia, and consults and lectures internationally on urban issues. He is probably best known for his book “Toxic 
Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help (And How to Reverse It).” He is also authored “Theirs 
Is the Kingdom: Celebrating the Gospel in Urban America,” “Compassion, Justice and the Christian Life: 
Rethinking Ministry to the Poor,” and “Renewing the City: Reflections on Community Development and Urban 
Renewal.” We are looking forward to welcoming Dr. Lupton on November 18.  

We will partner with Redeemer Lutheran Church (RLC) for our Thanksgiving Eve Service this year. Rev. Katie 
Hinz-Shah and I serve together on the board of HCS. We’ve often talked of ways that the congregations could 
continue to build upon our partnerships in ministry. During the summer months, members of HUMC serve the PADS 
guests at RLC. In prior years, RLC has been one of the many churches with which we’ve partnered for CROP walk. 
We will look forward to being together in worship with the pastors and members of RLC on Thanksgiving Eve 
followed by a wonderful time of fellowship with delicious pie. 

Yours in Christ, Rev. Dr. Jon McCoy 
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There’s A Lot Happening at HUMC! 

 
Pastor HD Mitchell's Retirement Celebration  
A celebration of Pastor HD Mitchell's ministry with us was held on Sunday, July 22. Happy Retirement, Pastor HD! 
 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Pet Blessing Service 
On Sunday, July 8, we celebrated the importance of animals in our lives and gave thanks 
for the wonder of God’s creation. At 8:30 a.m., there was an outdoor service of prayer, 
blessing, and readings. Animals were available for adoption 
	

 
 
Pulpit Exchange with Olivet UMC 
On Sunday, July 29, Rev. Wright and 
members of Olivet UMC joined us for 
worship, followed by fellowship and 
refreshments. On Sunday, August 12, 
members of HUMC attended worship at 
Olivet UMC.  
	

 
Eagle Scout Project  
We have a new cement walkway from the old Narthex to the lawn adjacent to 55th Street. It is 5 feet wide and 8 feet long, 
and it runs straight from the door, through the flower bed, to the lawn. Sal Aguilar, a scout with Troop 52, designed and 
organized the construction of the walkway as part of his Eagle Project. His family and other scouts provided the labor. The 
old way of getting to the lawn was by a narrow path through shrubs and plants, and was a safety hazard. We use the front 
lawn during VBS week and for the church picnic. 
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Coming Up in Worship - Mark Your Calendar!

Rally Day is Coming Soon! 
The 2018 Rally Day is Sunday, September 9! Two worship services will resume at 8:30 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. We will have a fun school themed bouncy house with a slide from 9:00
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., and have a Blessings of the Backpacks for students during the 10:30 a.m.
service. All teens and adults are also invited to bring their school and work bags for the
blessing.

Craig Roselieb will be our guest speaker at 9:30 a.m.! Craig will speak about “Thoughts on the Relationship Between 
Music and Spirituality.” Craig has been a guest at Hinsdale UMC many times and recently retired from Downers Grove 
South High School. “Teaching music for 33 years has been a tremendously rewarding career for me, and along the way I’ve 
been truly blessed by the connections I’ve made with so many people. I consider these gifts of the spirit and I believe 
serendipity has had a tremendous hand in my life. Come join me on September 9 for the Sunday School hour to find out 
more.”  

Sunday, September 16 – Sunday School Resumes at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday, September 30 – Dr. Michael O. Emerson, Guest Speaker  

Sunday, October 7–  World Communion Sunday 
Sunday, October 28 –  Mr. Stan Cook, Executive Director of HCS, Guest Speaker 

Trunk or Treat  

Sunday, November 4 –  Communion, All Saints Day observed, Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Sunday, November 18 – Dr. Robert Lupton, Guest Speaker  

 Wednesday, November 21 – Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Social at 7:00 p.m.  
Joint Service with Redeemer Lutheran Church   

Music Ministry 
At Hinsdale United Methodist Church, we believe that music is an important part in helping our congregation grow in their 
faith together and, through worship, giving God glory. 

Our Chancel Choir is open to all singers from high school and above. There is no audition required. This diverse group is 
bound together through its love of Christ and the joy of making great choral music during our Sunday worship services 
during the school year. New singers are always welcome! To sing with the Chancel Choir, simply attend the rehearsals. We 
rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 

Our Handbell Choir is a very unique musical group that rings wonderful music. If you read music and wish to be part of this 
musical group, please contact Belford Hernandez to set up an appointment for a simple audition. We rehearse on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

Our first rehearsal dates of the season for both choirs are listed below: 

Chancel Choir:   Wednesday, September 5 at 7:15 p.m.  
Bell Choir:  Wednesday, September 12 at 6:15 p.m. 
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Children’s Ministry 
 Participants hear the message of love at VBS! 

Thank you volunteers for a great VBS! Just as the saying goes, 
“It takes a village to raise a child,” it takes a dedicated volunteer 
team to run a successful VBS program. Belford and Kevin 
Hernandez did a great job leading the songs, along with Jenna 
Candela. Their enthusiasm rubbed off on all of us. And Matt 
Loeb and Chris Hejny ran the AV flawlessly and Peter Donovan 
created another great video of the week.  I could go down the list 
but it would be impossible to thank everyone. All the jobs were 
important, because ALL were about building relationships with others. It didn’t matter if you were traveling with a group of 7 
or 8 kids for the week, serving food, greeting campers, or leading an area where the kids traveled to. Everything is important 
to God and everything should point to loving God and loving others. 

 

The Hinsdalean Newspaper published a nice article on VBS programs in the area and included pictures of Bill Somers’ class 
and the preschool program. They summed things up by writing that the aim of the program is to teach kids about the enduring 
and unconditional love of God. This is something we want to teach every day, all year long, not just at VBS. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Rally Day is on Sunday, September 9, at 9:30 a.m. We will have a fun school themed bouncy house with a slide from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., and bless backpacks during the 10:30 a.m. service. We will also talk about how God wants us to treat 
others in school and on the playground in the coming year. All children will receive a school themed goodie bag to start the 
school season out on the right foot. Our Sunday School theme for the year is: At Home with God. On Sunday mornings this 
Fall, we will look at: 

1) Jesus’ Family 
2) We are Family  
3) Different Kinds of Family theme 

Come Winter, kids will hear and see how families celebrate the birth of Jesus, build loving relationships, and explore family 
wisdom that helps us grow in faith. 

Other Fall Events: 
Friday, October 12 – We will pack Samaritan’s Christmas Shoe boxes with the toys collected at VBS. This will be an 
evening event and pizza will be provided.   

Sunday, October 28 – Trunk or Treat Tail Gate Party. All ages are welcome after the 10:30 a.m. service to participate in the 
fun, food, and prizes.   

+ More details and times for these events will be posted in the Parish Notes and on the church Website. 
 

With a heart of thanks, 
Jennifer Austgen, Director of Children’s Ministries, jennifer.austgen@hinsdaleumc.com 
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Education Opportunities 
Hinsdale UMC offers adult education groups that meet on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m., September through May. 
All new classes begin Sunday, September 16! There is a place for children of all ages while their parents participate in adult 
education classes. The Nursery is available to infants through age three, and children and youth meet for Sunday School. The 
Youth Room (complete with ping pong table, miniature basketball hoop, and foosball table) is open to all high school 
students. 

 
Sunday, September 9 – Rally Day! 
Music as an Act of Praise and Worship 

Craig Roselieb will be our guest speaker at 9:30 a.m. Craig will speak about thoughts on the 
relationship between music and spirituality. 

 

Sunday, September 16 
Being Mortal led by Jill Hinrichs 

All adults are welcome to a book review and discussion about “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande, led by 
Jill Hinrichs. The author is one of the five most watched Ted Talk presenters. He is a surgeon at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, staff writer for the New Yorker, and professor at Harvard 
Medical School. The focus is on medicine and what matters at the end of life. We will talk about the 
benefits of having a plan and our mortality in a realistic and positive way. Please come to this session 
whether you have read the book or not. 

 

Sunday, September 16 through Sunday, November 4 
Which Way, Lord led by Ken and Liz Chitester 
“Exploring Your Life's Purpose in the Journeys of Paul” 

All adults are welcome to this eight-week study, led by Ken and Liz Chitester about the life and travels 
of the apostle Paul and how it can help us find God’s purpose for our lives. “As Christians, we hunger to 
know and live out God’s purposes for our lives. But how do we know for certain that our choices are 
moving us in the right direction? Discover how to discern and follow God’s leading, explore ways God 
can use you and your life experience, respond to God’s signals, endure hardships and doubts, and 

persevere with hope and faith. Rediscover the truths that you are wonderfully made, created for purpose, and equipped to live 
a life of significance. Join us in traveling together to find your purpose.” Click here to learn more and order your book  
 

Sunday, September 23 
The Martha/Mary Approach to Sunday School led by Vicki Greene 

 

Sunday, September 30 
Dr. Michael O. Emerson: The Church and Community 

Dr. Emerson currently serves as the provost at North Park University and is the author of numerous books about the 
church and the community. His most recent book is entitled “Market Cities, People Cities: The Shape of Our Urban 
Future.” His other titles include “United By Faith,” “People of the Dream,” and “One Body, One Spirit.” We will 
look forward to welcoming Dr. Emerson on September 30.  

 
Sunday, October 7 through Sunday, October 21 
Stay tuned for details about additional Sunday School groups and class topics. Visit our website for the latest information. 
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Sunday, October 28 
Mr. Stan Cook, Executive Director of HCS (formerly known as Hinsdale Community Services) 

Stan Cook has lived in the community many years. Although he is a former Methodist, he is 
currently actively involved in his church in Clarendon Hills. Some members have already become 

acquainted with him through their volunteer efforts at the HCS food pantry, the food pantry at Anne Jeans Elementary 
school, the annual food drive/fundraiser for HCS at HUMC, and various other benevolent efforts. He will be our guest at both 
services and during the education hour on Sunday, October 28.  

 
Wednesday Bible Study 
The Wednesday afternoon Bible study will resume Wednesday, September 12 at 1:30 p.m. This 
year we will be studying the Book of Romans. As always, everyone is invited to participate. Our 
primary text will be Romans: The Letter That Changed the World by Mart De Haan, Jimmy 
DeYoung. Copies are available in the office for $6.00. 

The description below highlights some of the key features of the resource that we’ll use this 
semester. “Brilliant. Counter-cultural. History-shaping. With blazing clarity, Paul's letter to the 
early churches in Rome revealed both the transforming light of the gospel and the darkness of the 
surrounding world. 

Now, in 12 interactive, DVD-based small group sessions, Romans: The Letter That Changed the 
World takes you to a land of the Bible much bigger than you've imagined-to the vast sweep of the ancient Roman Empire and 
the cradle of the newborn church. With Mart De Haan and Jimmy DeYoung, wander the ruins of Scythopolis. 

Marvel at the imposing arches of the aqueduct. Explore a stone dungeon in the capitol city of Rome. And discover just how 
radical a message Paul's letter to the Romans really was-why it has inspired both hope and conflict through the centuries and 
why today it continues to challenge our culture and change hearts and lives.” 

The Bible study will meet weekly through December 12. Feel free to bring your lunch or join us after lunch. Each week we 
will enjoy lively discussions filled with laughter, learning and fellowship. We are looking forward to seeing you. If you have 
any questions, please contact Rev. Jon McCoy at jon.mccoy@hinsdaleumc.com or the church office. 

 

 

Upcoming Small Groups 
Men’s Group Lunch and Discussion 
The Men’s Group meets in the Fireside Room the first Friday of each month at 12:00 
Noon. Bring a sack lunch and join in the conversation. Current events, community news, 
joys, and concerns are discussed. New members are always welcome! 
Upcoming discussions: September 7, October 5, November 2  

 

 

Knit or Knot 
The Knit or Knot Ministry meets the third Wednesday of each month from 1:00 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. During a time of fellowship; shawls, pillows, 
sweaters and blankets are created to comfort those in need and to celebrate life’s joys. 
Each piece becomes an expression of love – and the loving care of God who works 
through the crafters. As each piece of work reaches completion it is passed around the 
circle and blessed by each crafter’s hands.  

Upcoming meetings: September 19, October 17, November 21 
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Stepping Stones Monthly Social 
The mission of Stepping Stones is to support widows and widowers in a Christian 
social environment. All widows and widowers are welcome. Join us on second 
Tuesday of each month in Fellowship Hall for our gathering. Please contact the 
church office with questions. 

Upcoming meetings: September 11, October 9, November 13 
 

 

Fireside Readers Book Discussion Group 
The Fireside Readers is an informal book discussion group that welcomes all men and women who 
enjoy reading and stimulating discussion. We meet about once a month from September to May in 
the Fireside Room at 6:30 p.m. for dessert and coffee, and discussion at 7:00 p.m. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, September 10 in the Fireside Room. Dessert and coffee is at 
6:30 p.m., and discussion begins at 7:00 p.m. The book is “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa 
Wingate. This novel based on truth is the story of an orphanage in Tennessee that kidnapped children 
from homes they deemed “undesirable” and sold them to other families. The book is available at 
many public libraries, in hardback and paperback and in Kindle and Nook. Any questions, please 
contact Barb Kovalsky or Hazel Zimner. 

 

 
United Methodist Women 

 

HUMC’s local unit of United Methodist Women is comprised of three “CIRCLES” that meet the 2nd 
Thursday, September through May. Circles are a time for spiritual growth, mission & service activities and 
food & fellowship. We would love to have you join us!  For questions, please call Mrs. Betty Drucker or read 
more on our HUMW page.  
 

Calling All Women! 
Fall is the time of year for new plans and activities. United Methodist Women of Hinsdale (UMW) invite all women of our 
congregation – and your friends and neighbors- to join one of our lively groups. There are three ‘circles’ which meet at 
different times of the day, but always on the second Thursday of the month. The 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. groups meet in 
the Fireside Room, and the 7:00 p.m. group meets in different homes. The agenda varies in each group. You might hear a 
speaker on water needs in Venezuela. Or pack Christmas Cookies for seniors. Or learn about a prison book ministry. Or help 
sort items for the annual Rummage sale. The possibilities are endless! For more information, contact Betty Drucker. Feel free 
to drop in at any meeting. We’d love to have you! 

 

Fall Calendar 
Thursday, September 6 – UMW Board Meeting  
Thursday, September 13 – 9:00 a.m. Mary Circle Meeting, 1:00 p.m. Priscilla Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle Meeting 

Thursday, October 4 – UMW Board Meeting 

Thursday, October 11 – 9:00 a.m. Mary Circle Meeting, 1:00 p.m. Priscilla Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle Meeting 
Thursday, November 1 – UMW Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 8 – 9:00 a.m. Mary Circle Meeting, 1:00 p.m. Priscilla Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle Meeting 
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UMW Warming Ministry 
First, thanks to all who have already donated to the UMW Warming Ministry…! The generous initial 
response has been wonderful, especially regarding blankets and afghans. The Warming Ministry has 
been created as part of our ongoing partnership and support of Olivet United Methodist, located on the 
West side of Chicago.  HUMC has a longstanding relationship with Olivet and many friendships have 
formed between our two churches.   

Olivet will use our “warming” contributions for their congregation and also for their local community. This project is 
ministering to a very poor neighborhood and the need has never been greater than today. Some families in the Olivet 
community are homeless and even those with homes or apartments may not be able to afford heat or even electricity this 
winter. We will be collecting donations through December but hope this can be an ongoing UMW ministry. 

Our three collection boxes are located in the Narthex to collect donations for: 

1. Snow boots and shoes 
2. Coats, jackets, scarves, hats, gloves/mittens 
3. Blankets, comforters and afghans 

 

We will be posting in the weekly HUMC e-mails and bulletins regarding 
progress in reaching our target goals as shown below: 

• 25 sets of outerwear for children ages newborn to 3-year-old 

• 40 sets of outerwear for school age children  

• 30 sets of outerwear for adult men and women 

• 50 blankets, comforters, Afghans, etc. 

Right now, we especially need snow boots for school age children, winter coats for children (all ages) and warm work 
gloves for men.  
 
UMW had a very successful “Intergenerational Craft Event” on Thursday, August 2 to support the Warming Ministry.  
For three hours, we had 28 crafters from 8 to 80+ join in fellowship to create over 20 fleece tie blankets. All the fleece and 
supplies were also donated by UMW members. There was lots of laughter and sharing of skills, as can be seen from the 
photos below. But the best part was all the cozy fleece blankets that will provide warmth and comfort during a cold winter.   
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UMW ANNUAL FALL RESALE 
  

Friday, October 19 at 8:30 a.m. to 7:00p.m. 
Saturday, October 20 at 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
The annual UMW Resale, our major fundraising event, is quickly approaching. The UMW sincerely appreciates all the 
support and donations always received from our generous congregation and friends of HUMC. But we need to receive all 
donations in an orderly manner and also designate which items are unacceptable for the resale. More Resale details and many 
volunteer opportunities will be announced in the coming weeks. The timetable below shows the approved donation days and 
times. Donations cannot be accepted prior to October 14.   

Donation Days: 
Sunday, October 14 – immediately before or after Worship 

Monday, October 15 – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 16 – 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 17 – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Furniture accepted during these hours or by appointment. 

  
We are in need of donations including clean and gently used clothing and shoes, jewelry, linens, toys, books, sporting goods, 
housewares, glassware, holiday decorations, lamps, furniture, tools, CD's/DVDs/Tapes/Records, small appliances, artwork, 
mirrors, garden decor, hobby and craft items. We will again be collecting "Bras for a Cause" which will be donated to 
domestic abuse shelters. Official tax receipts will be provided for all donations. All resale profits will benefit United 
Methodist Women's local and global missions.   
 

Unacceptable Items:   
• Torn or stained clothes, linen, bedspreads 
• No mattresses, box springs or bed frames 
• Nothing chipped or cracked 
• No used medical equipment 

• No cribs or car seats 
• No computers or related computer equipment 
• No non-functioning items or appliances 
• No textbooks, encyclopedias or magazines 
• No large refrigerators, stoves, washers/dryers 

 

Questions about the Resale? Please contact the church office or Becky Wimberly 630-908-7556. 
 

Missions  
Bridge Family 
Thank you again to our wonderful church family for all you did to get our new Bridge family moved into 
their apartment. Your generous donations, help with moving and prayers were all greatly appreciated. Our 
family, a single mother and very active 13-month-old boy, are all settled in and feeling very grateful.   

 
School Supplies 
Thank you to all who donated school supplies for students of all ages in the Olivet 
neighborhood. With your help, we were able to distribute school packets to 100 children!  

 

Youth Outing with Olivet 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 30. The Youth from HUMC and Olivet will be getting together for a trip to the 
Lincoln Park Zoo. We will also be gathering for lunch and fellowship. Hoping many of you can join us! Please contact Sandy 
Usher or Liz Chitester for more information. 
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DuPage PADS Overnight Shelter 
HUMC Mission Opportunities – Support for the Homeless – Call for Volunteers  

The Du Page PADS Overnight Shelter program provides sleeping accommodations and 
meals – dinner, breakfast, and a sack lunch – for the homeless at rotating site locations 
each night of the year. HUMC is responsible for the operation of the shelter once a 
month for ten months of the year. Volunteering for the PADS program has been the most 
widespread mission involvement of the HUMC congregation since our participation 
began in 1991. We encourage newer members and friends of HUMC to get involved in this vital service to neighbors in 
DuPage County who are in desperate need of help. 

In the winter session, from October to April, HUMC serves at the Clarendon Hills site at Community Presbyterian Church; in 
the summer session, from May to September, HUMC serves at the Hinsdale site at Redeemer Lutheran Church. Both of these 
sites are family-friendly sites, giving preference in accommodation to families, and operating under restricted guidelines that 
makes the environment more wholesome for children. HUMC is responsible on the third Saturday of each month, except in 
May and in September. 
Volunteers can contribute to the program by serving in shifts at the shelter site, or in off-site roles. 

Off-site roles include: 

*Grocery shopping; 
*Cooking meals for dinner; 

*Transporting supplies between HUMC and the shelter site – Use of your van or SUV is required –  on Saturday at 4:30 
p.m.; on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. 

*Washing laundry – The soiled laundry consists of the sheets, pillow cases, and towels used by the guests.  It is partitioned 
among three volunteers, and is left to be picked up at HUMC on Sunday morning.  The volunteer must return the clean 
laundry to the shelter site by Thursday afternoon.  Washing may be done at home or at a laundromat, at the discretion of the 
volunteer.  

Special note: If prohibited by time or physical limitations, a laundry volunteer can opt to cover the cost (~$50) of having the 
laundry processed by a laundromat operator.  
 

The On-site shifts and the associated duties are: 

*Set up shift – Arrange sleeping pads with pillows, sheets and blankets, in the sleeping areas. Set out towels and hygiene 
supplies. Set up dining tables.  (5:30 p.m. to completion of task) 

*Dinner shift – Work in kitchen to prepare and serve dinner.  (Most of the dinner is usually cooked off-site and delivered.)  
(5:30-8:30 p.m.) 

*Post-dinner shift – Clean up the kitchen and dining areas. Mind the store. (8:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.) 
*Midnight shift – Prepare the sack lunches.  Mind the store.  (11:00 p.m. - 3:00 a.m.) 

*Graveyard shift – Mind the store. Later, join either the breakfast crew or the cleanup crew, as assigned.  (3:00 a.m. - 7:00 
a.m.) 

*Breakfast shift – Prepare and serve breakfast.  (5:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.) 

*Clean up shift – Clean up and tidy the facility before worshipers begin to arrive for Sunday service.  Guests are required to 
vacate the shelter by 7:00 a.m.  (6:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.) 

 

We are in need of new volunteers to sustain the program. The overnight and morning shifts, and the laundry duty are 
particularly under-subscribed. The new winter session will begin in October. Let us know what roles you might be willing to 
undertake on occasions during the next year. We will strive to limit your call-ups so that you do not experience premature 
burn-out. 
Please contact Caroline Godellas (E-mail: ckgodellas@gmail.com; Phone: 630-986-0933) 
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Status Report on The Way Forward 
Proposed Revision to the Policy of The United Methodist Church on Human Sexuality 
By Lennox Iton 

There have been developments that modify previously announced guidelines for the Special General Conference, the 
denomination’s top legislative assembly, that will be held February 23 to 26, 2019, in St. Louis. This assembly is being 
convened for the specific purpose of addressing how the United Methodist Church (UMC) deals with LGBTQ issues.  
Following a ruling of the Judicial Council, the highest court of the UMC, delegates to the denomination’s top lawmaking 
body will receive petitions from the 32-member Commission on a Way Forward — not from the bishops themselves. The 
2016 General Conference had authorized the bishops to name a commission to develop “a complete examination and possible 
revision of every paragraph in our Book of Discipline regarding human sexuality.” The amended call to the 2019 Special 
General Conference means that delegates will receive legislation not only for the One Church Plan recommended by the 
Council of Bishops, but also for the two other plans that had been considered by the Commission on a Way Forward – the 
Traditional Plan, and the Connectional Conference Plan. 

The One Church Plan would strike from the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s governing document, the prohibition 
on ordination of homosexuals to the clergy. Under this plan, each annual conference would be able to decide whether or not 
to ordain LGBTQ individuals as clergy. Each pastor would be able to decide whether to perform same-sex weddings or 
unions. Each local church would be able to decide whether to allow same-sex weddings in its sanctuary, or receive an openly 
gay pastor. Those who could not in good conscience participate in same-sex weddings or ordination of LGBTQ clergy would 
not be required to do so.  Central conferences — church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — could maintain their 
own standards on ordination and marriage.  

The Connectional Conference Plan would allow annual conferences to choose among three connectional conferences for 
affiliation. The connectional conferences would align based on theology or perspective on LGBTQ ministry — be it 
traditionalist, progressive, or allowing for a variety of approaches. However, the UMC would continue to share doctrine, 
services, and a single Council of Bishops. This plan would require multiple amendments to the denomination’s constitution.  

The Traditional Plan would affirm the current language in the denomination’s Book of Discipline that forbids ordination of 
homosexuals to the clergy, and seek to strengthen its enforcement. This would apply to all existing annual conferences. 

The General Conference Delegation of the Northern Illinois Conference (NIC) will hold a listening and conversation session 
in each district in the fall to talk about the plans. The session for the Aurora District (that includes Hinsdale UMC) will be 
held on November 10 at 1:00 p.m. at Bethany of Fox Valley UMC. Other sessions for districts in the Chicago area will be 
held at Park Ridge UMC and St. Mark UMC on October 10, and at Barrington UMC on November 10 at 9:00 a.m.   

 
 

Rule of Christ 
A Guide for Congregations in the Northern Illinois Conference 

The Northern Illinois Conference is encouraging its congregations to create healthy steps in dealing with concerns and 
issues. A process called Rule of Christ promotes good communication, and offers a structured way to deal with the concerns 
that can arise in a congregation. It is based on the guidance given in Matthew 18. A training session to introduce us to the 
Rule of Christ process was conducted for members of the Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) at HUMC last January; 
other interested members of the congregation were invited to attend also. 

As an outcome of this training, the SPRC is called upon to promulgate to the congregation a guide for registering concerns 
and for conflict resolution. We are reminded that how we live together is as important as what we do together, because as 
Christ's disciples, we must have love for one another. The guiding principles based on Matthew 18 require that the individual 
involved in a conflict: 

--1 first examine his(her) own role in the conflict to see whether he(she) would consider him(her)self justifiably aggrieved or 
blameless in the sight of God. If so: 
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--2 the first approach to a resolution should be made in a private conversation with the person with whom there is the 
conflict. Should this yield no progress: 

--3 additional persons should be asked to listen to the conversation between the protagonists and serve as mediators. 

Recourse to an appropriate church committee might be made at this point. The Staff/Parish Relations Committee is the 
proper body for issues involving the staff, but another committee might be better suited when the issue properly falls into its 
domain. The Worship, Education, Finance, and Missions Committees, or the Trustees could fill the role. When involving a 
committee, a complainant should use a form that summarizes the complaint, and reviews the state of the matter based on the 
outcome of the earlier conversations. 

If this mediation fails to resolve the issue satisfactorily: 

--4 the matter should be discussed with the Administrative Council as the representative body of the congregation at large. 

In difficult situations, the Administrative Council might recommend involving an outside specialist in conflict resolution. At 
this stage, the guidance of the District Superintendent, or ultimately, the Bishop of the Northern Illinois Conference, would 
be sought. 

Forms can be found in the church office. If you have questions, please contact Jim Chadwick, Chairperson of SPRC. 

 

 

New Account for Donations of Stock to Hinsdale United Methodist Church 
 

Dear Members and Friends: 

To streamline our donation process and lower expenses to HUMC, we have moved our HUMC brokerage account from 
Morgan Stanley to Fidelity Investments. So, if you are gifting stock to HUMC, please give these new transfer instructions to 
your financial institution: 
 

Stock Donations to HUMC: 
The Fidelity Depository Trust Company (DTC) number is 0226. 

For credit to: Hinsdale United Methodist Church 

Brokerage Account number: Z40-032665 
 

Please provide the Fidelity DTC number and the HUMC Fidelity account number to the firm sending your shares. DTC 
transfers take approximately three business days. Per our policy, we will sell the stock as soon as practical after our receipt.  

 
Cash Donations via wire transfer to HUMC:  

If your brokerage firm/financial institution is wiring cash, please use the following wire instructions: 

Wire to: J.P. Morgan Chase, NY  
ABA/routing number: 021000021  
For credit to: National Financial Services LLC  
Account number: 066196-221  
For benefit of: Hinsdale United Methodist Church 
For final credit to: Z40-032665 
Address: One Chase Manhattan Plaza, New York, NY 10005  

 

If you have any questions, please contact our Financial Secretary (Chris Malo) at chrismalo345@gmail.com or 312-404-
2209. Thank you for your continued support of HUMC. 
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