
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Centering Music              Belford Hernandez 
 
Opening Sentences 
  
Hymn                                         “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                                               UMH 297 
             Ingrid Mueller 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land; 
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 
 

Opening Prayer  
 
Scripture Lesson One                   “The Soldiers Mock Jesus”                                    Matthew 27:27-31  

Diane Eident 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand 
and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him, and 
took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 

Hymn                                                “Were You There”                                                             UMH 288 
             Ingrid Mueller 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
Scripture Lesson Two                 “The Crucifixion of Jesus”                                       Matthew 27:38-44 

Mary McQuillan 
38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In 
the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, 
saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down 
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted 
him in the same way. 



 

 

 
Hymn                                                “Were You There”                                                             UMH 288 
             Ingrid Mueller 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?     
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

Scripture Lesson Three                         “The Death of Jesus”                              Matthew 27:45-51 
Paul Eident 

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46 And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is 
calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks 
were split.  
 

Hymn                                           “Were You There”                                                                  UMH 288 
    Ingrid Mueller 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
  

Meditation                               “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                                 Rev. Young-Mee Park 
 

Hymn               “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                                                       UMH 297 
    Ingrid Mueller 

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 

 
 
 
 
Depart in Silence  

 
There is no benediction or postlude, for the service is not completed until the Festival 
of the Resurrection. The congregation is invited to leave this Zoom service quietly and 
spend some time in silent prayer and meditation. We hope to see you all on Easter 
Sunday.  
 
 


