The Power of Water Baptism
Kurt Jenkins

Many Christians, new and old, do not realize the power of water
baptism and the significance it can have in their walk with Christ
simply because they have not realized the scope of explanation and
importance throughout scripture. Take time to set aside any
preconceived ideas you have may have about water baptism and let
the scriptures speak for themselves in a fresh, eye-opening way. As a
result, I am confident you will come away with a greater revelation of
the power of water baptism.

Introduction of Water Baptism
___________________________ introduced water baptism as
an outward declaration of inward repentance.
Matthew 3:1-6
1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of
Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”…
5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the
whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River.
In first-century Judaism, baptism was practiced, but had a di erent
meaning than what John was preaching. Jews cleansed
themselves from ritual impurities such as touching a leper by
sprinkling or pouring water. Washing primarily fulfilled the legal
requirements of ritual purity so that Jews could sacrifice at the
Temple. Later, for Gentiles who expressed their desire to convert to
Judaism, priests broadened the meaning, and along with
circumcision, performed baptism as a sign of the covenant given to
Abraham. This is di erent from John’s baptism but there were
di erent forms of water baptism in their culture.

ff

ff

ff

1

Biblical meaning of Baptism = _________________________.
Water Baptism is full immersion under water once you believe the
message of Jesus by repenting of your sins and begin following Jesus.
Some Christian denominations sprinkle or pour water during
baptism, but the only time we see this occurring was in ceremonial
cleansing. A sprinkle or pouring of water was not used in the Bible for
Christian water baptism. That is why we fully dunk!
Some denominations baptize infants or children. However, this is not
in the Bible. In the Bible, parents would bring their children to the
temple to be dedicated and consecrated to the Lord, but they did not
include water in this ceremony. You can’t be baptized into a body
(family and Kingdom) that you are not making a willful choice to
enter yourself. You don’t get in based on your parents, you must
choose yourself to enter by God’s grace. If you were sprinkled or had
water poured on your head as an infant, and then as a child or an
adult decided yourself to follow Jesus, you should be water baptized
according to the Bible. This would mean full immersion under water
a er you make a decision to die to your old sinful nature and selfish
ways and live for Christ.
_________________ was water baptized as an example for all of us to
follow. He didn’t need to repent of anything since He never sinned.
Matthew 3:13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now;
it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John
consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.”
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Salvation Comes Only Through Faith
Neither water baptism nor the sinner’s prayer will save you. The Bible
says in Romans 10:9 “If you declare with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,"
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.”
Though our belief in Jesus actually saves us, Jesus set forth water
baptism as the defining act of being born-again. A sinner’s prayer can
absolutely be your confession of faith in Jesus that leads to salvation,
but in the Bible, that’s not the way someone demonstrated they now
believe. It was through water baptism. They knew they were going
into water to ________________ so when they came out of the
water they would truly be _______________ in Christ.

Being Born-Again Precedes Water Baptism
Baptism is the water that births you into God’s family. Baptism is like
the ‘womb of God;’ the birthing tank into a new life with Christ.
John 3:3-5
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless they are born again.”4 “How can someone be born
when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
Just like the water first breaks in the mother before a child is born,
the waters of baptism break with the coming forth of the one who is
being ________________________. This signifies a new birth.
The water isn’t the actual birth of the child, but it is a sign that a new
birth is here! Water baptism is that same sign.
3

Water Baptism is Still Important
This declaration of new life is still an important part of following
Jesus. It is the doorway to being a true disciple.
Matt. 28:19
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Mark 16:15
Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned.
Acts 2:38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gi of the Holy Spirit.
Water baptism was a ____________________________ act of
faith for every single believer in the New Testament. You don’t see
any allowance for someone to follow Jesus and not be baptized in
water. They weren’t allowed to use excuses like, “I was already
sprinkled as a child.” “I’m nervous getting into water in front of other
people.” “I don’t want my hair to get all messed up.”

Water Baptism is the Book of Acts
You can see again and again throughout the book of Acts that when
someone got saved they immediately got water baptized.
Acts 2:37-41
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said
to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those
who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.
Acts 8:12-13
12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon himself believed and
was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by
the great signs and miracles he saw.
Acts 8:34-38
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet
talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with
that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about
Jesus.
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of
my being baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot.
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and
Philip baptized him.
Acts 9:17-18
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his
hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me
so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he
could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and a er taking
some food, he regained his strength.
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38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gi of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far o —for all whom the Lord our God
will call.”

Acts 10:44-48
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came
on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who
had come with Peter were astonished that the gi of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God.
Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their
being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as
we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
Acts 16:13-15
13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where
we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to
speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those
listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a
dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened
her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the
members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her
home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come
and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
Acts 16:29-33
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before
Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?”
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—
you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord
to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night
the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately
he and all his household were baptized.
Acts 18:8
8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed
in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed
and were baptized.

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.”3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told
the people to believe in the one coming a er him, that is, in Jesus.”
5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
Water baptism was the ______________________________ for
people’s faith to be completely renewed by Jesus.

Two Parallels in the Old Testament
Noah & the Flood
1 Peter 3:18-21
18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body
but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and
preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being
built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,
21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—
not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good
conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
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Acts 19:1-6
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the
interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2
and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?”

Christ was righteous and died for the unrighteous in the New
Testament so that many people would have life in Him. In the Old
Testament, no one had died for the unrighteous; so many people
would have to die because of their unrighteousness, even though
God would save a remnant.
In the days of Noah eight people were saved through the flood. God
_______________________ and put it under water so that all
unrighteousness was destroyed. Noah and his family were baptized
through the flood and survived because they were righteous. A er
the flood there was no more unrighteousness, just eight righteous
souls. God said He would never destroy the earth like this again
because the next baptism, which is into Christ, would save lives and
not destroy them.
Genesis 6:9-14
9 This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man,
blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.
10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of
violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the
people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah,
“I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with
violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them
and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark…
Genesis 7:17, 23
17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the
waters increased they li ed the ark high above the earth… 23
Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men
and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the
birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was le , and
those with him in the ark.

The __________________ was not just a promise to never flood
the earth again. The rainbow was a promise looking forward to the
greater baptism that would wipe away spiritual unrighteousness and
leave only righteousness. Our baptism is still a sign of death, but it
brings forth new life. Through Christ’s one death, we die to our old
sinful nature and come alive in Him. That is what baptism represents.
In 1 Peter 3:18, we read that Christ’s death was to bring you safely
home to God. Being at peace with God is where you belong; it’s your
true home. God is calling you back to where you were always
intended to be through Jesus’ death.
1 Peter 3:21
“this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you…” The water in
that tank does not save you, you are only saved through the blood,
sacrifice and death of Jesus. But the emphasis on the act of obeying
water baptism should be taken as seriously as it was in the Bible
“Pledge of a good conscience toward God” or “an appeal to God for a
good conscience” Baptism is an act of faith saying the old is gone,
and so is my _______________ conscience. It’s that point of
contact for your faith to say to God, ‘I accept a good, clean conscience
from you, no longer living with the belief that I am a sinner and
headed to hell.’
It should also clear your conscience of other _________________
like, “I’m ugly, nobody likes me, I’m stupid, I’m never going to make it
in life, I’ve messed up and sinned too much, I’m not worthy”
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Genesis 9:14-15
14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears
in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me and you
and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters
become a flood to destroy all life.

It should also clear your conscience of _____________________,
neglect and scars. These may include emotional scars that keep you
bitter, unforgiving or just pushed down. It can also include thoughts
about people who have bullied you, hurt you and le bad
impressions. Your faith can be attached to this act of water baptism in
such a way that you are going down with a bad conscience and
coming up with a good conscience as an appeal to God because of
what Jesus has already done through you.
Dan Mohler, a minister of the gospel, said, “If you can no longer be
judged by the past, why are you letting the past judge you?”
Water baptism is a bold declaration that you have truly been set free
from sin, given a clean conscience, and will no longer allow the past
to judge you, because the past is dead. This is powerful when you
really believe it since God can and will heal you of emotional, spiritual
and physical scars through water baptism when you believe.

Moses Crossing the Red Sea
1 Corinthians 10:1-2
1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our
forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed
through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea.
You can learn about the deliverance of the Israelites from captivity in
Egypt in the book of Exodus. How God used Moses to perform
miraculous signs and wonders to Pharaoh and the Egyptians until He
released the Israelite slaves. All of them were delivered from evil, and
brought safely into the desert through the waters of baptism of the
Red Sea. Moses, the great deliver of the Israelites, is a ‘type’ of Christ.
Just as the people were "baptized into Moses,” we are now baptized
into Christ.

Baptism is more than a symbol; it is putting on the
__________________ of Christ. In the natural, you take all of your
clothes o before putting on new clothes. Going into the water is
removing your old spiritual clothes and coming up out of the water is
putting on your new spiritual clothes. Yes you are already saved, but
when you attach your faith to water baptism there is a change that
occurs.

credit: William Higgins

Hebrews 10:22
22 Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

Galatians 3:26-27
26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ.
10
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Paul’s Illustration of Water Baptism
Romans 6:1-3
1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any
longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Baptism is a statement of _________________! If you have died,
you no longer live for yourself, but for Christ. When you go into the
water, you are stating with your physical body that you are spiritually
dying to your old self, and being buried in the grave, as if you were
nailed to the cross with Christ and died.
Romans 6:4
4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life.
Coming out of the water is a point of contact for your faith that you
are truly a ___________ ______________, a new heart of flesh,
born-again with the Holy Spirit dwelling in you. You have a whole new
life in Christ; new identity, new future, new mind, new spirit.
Romans 6:5-7
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7
because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
You are no longer a slave to sin but actually become a slave to
__________________. Just like God baptized the earth to remove
unrighteousness, when you are baptized you are declaring that God is
removing all unrighteousness so you can become a slave to
righteousness, completely tethered and attached to a new way of life.

This is all powerful and should take center stage in your life when you
decide to be born-again. This is why baptism should occur shortly
a er salvation to allow it to be your deciding act of faith to begin
following Jesus.
Romans 6:12-14
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you
obey its evil desires. 13 Do not o er the parts of your body to sin, as
instruments of wickedness, but rather o er yourselves to God, as
those who have been brought from death to life; and o er the
parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For
sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but
under grace.

Closing
If you have never been born-again, and want to surrender your life to
Jesus, making Him your Lord and Savior, pray the below prayer from
your heart. If you do this for the first time and really believe it in your
heart, find a pastor and a body of water and be baptized!
Congratulations on the best decision you could ever make!!
SALVATION PRAYER: God today I admit, that I have sinned against
You, and that I need a Savior. I believe, that Jesus died on the cross, for
the forgiveness of all my sins, and that He was raised from the dead, so
that I will have new life in Him. I now surrender my life to Jesus, and
ask Him to become my Lord, and I receive Jesus as my Savior. I believe
that I am now a child of God, a new creation, reborn spiritually, into the
eternal Kingdom of God. In Jesus Name I pray, Amen!
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Romans 6:8-11
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives
to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to
God in Christ Jesus.
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