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Incite: Wisdom or Foolishness

B Y  P A S T O R  V I C K I  B A R T O N

This year God has continued to check my heart about what I am inciting. This morning in my devotion
time, I had another time of searching my heart and not liking what I found. I look at my reflection and
don’t see Jesus in every area of my life. I honestly started to feel discouraged by what I saw. I ask God to
search me. I ask God to purify me regularly. How can so much dross still be there? This morning during
worship, once again I asked that question. And He answered me. He brought me back to the word incite.
In order to incite the things of the Lord in the world, those things have to be ruling my heart. Last month
I shared about true (agape) love, and God showed me areas of my heart that were not producing love. I
had a chance to repent and allow God to restore those areas. This month the area is Godly wisdom. He
has been highlighting verses that reveal the truth about wisdom and also foolishness. Guess what I have
found in my own heart and life? Yep, places that are not operating in wisdom but foolishness. Here is the
thing, those are the very areas that frustrate me the most! I use human wisdom and justification only to
get frustrated and hurt at the result. So, what do I do? I fight the urge to listen to shame and guilt, and
rush to the court of my Papa, repent, and let Him restore me. I am going to share with you two areas
God revealed to me in the word. 

 1.  We must be willing to accept discipline to walk in Heavenly wisdom.
           “To learn, you must love discipline; it is stupid to hate correction.” Proverbs 15:32
           “So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise.” Ephesians 5:15
           “If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you listen to correction, you grow in
             understanding. Proverbs 12:1

Discipline often includes constructive criticism. God sometimes uses another person to show us our
blind spots. I can honestly say I am much better at giving constructive criticism than receiving it.
However, if I cannot receive it, am I actually sharing wisdom? Let's look at James 3:13-18.

     13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are  
     done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do
     not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,
     sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 
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     17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
     mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is
     sown in peace by those who make peace.

Check out verse 17. This sounds a lot like what we learned about love. Heavenly wisdom is cloaked in
love. It is “pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, merciful, and produces good fruit.” Am I walking in
Heavenly wisdom or foolishness if I am only willing to share wisdom, but not receive it? If I become
frustrated by the response to the wisdom I am sharing, am I truly operating in wisdom? This brings me
to the next point.
 
 2.  Operating in wisdom means I know when to keep my mouth shut.

     7 He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself,
     And he who rebukes a wicked man only harms himself.
     8 Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you;
     Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.
     9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;
     Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.
     10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
      And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Proverbs 9:7-10 says I am going to bring harm on myself if I share my wisdom with someone who
doesn’t want to hear it. However, when someone is ready, they will love me. I will either help that
person to grow or turn them against me. When they become hostile and angry, I no longer have any
influence in their life. I become an obstacle for them to overcome, not a pathway back to their Creator.
And if that is not enough, I will be harmed in the process. This is hard for me because it feels like a huge
rejection. I become hesitant to share what God has given me for fear of rejection. So how do I navigate
and decipher all of this? I believe Jesus gave us the answer when He sent out His disciples in Luke 10.

     5 But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your
     peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you. 7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking
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     such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to house.   
     8 Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. 9 And heal the
     sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whatever city you
     enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘The very dust of your city which
     clings to us we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near
     you.’ 12 But I say to you that it will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.

When Jesus sent them out, He instructed them to look for men and women of peace. He told them not
to worry about those who were not. He said knock the dirt off your shoes and move on. Jesus knew
they would meet people who didn’t want to change or hear the good news. Even today, He knows there
will be people who are not peaceful. I forget sometimes that it is not my job to convict people of sin, but
to help restore them. It is the Holy Spirit’s job to convict and remove blinders. My job is to help them
grow and develop in a holy manner once they are ready to submit. I get into trouble when I see a blind
spot in someone’s life, and I point it out before they are ready to face it. I do it with the best of
intentions. I do it to help them break free from the cycle of sin and shame in their life, but I do it in my
time with my words. When I do that, I am inciting foolishness. That is a harsh reality. I need to spend
time with the Father being refined, listening to Him and to the others He has placed in my life, and then
I can receive His wisdom in order to incite wisdom in others.

Reflection time: Are you inciting wisdom or foolishness? Does it depend on the situation or the people
involved? Are you able to receive correction and discipline as a way to produce wisdom in your life?
Does pride get in the way? Does fear get in the way? Where do you turn when you see less than areas in
your life?

Dear Lord, once again I ask you to search me and know me. Lord forgive me when I have been foolish both in
refusing wisdom or sharing it for selfish reasons. Soften my heart, remind me of my identity in you, and help
me to receive all that you have for me. I know that you are here to help us to become the vessel you created
us to be. In your mighty name, Amen.


