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in·cite
inˈsīt verb to move to action, stir up, urge on

B Y  P A S T O R  V I C K I  B A R T O N

If I am honest, 2020 has felt like a year of reaction. I tried to plan ahead.  I focused on keeping the faith
and hearing the Lord, but it was often tough and discouraging. However, we survived!  But now what
happens now that we know the enormity of the battles in front of us?  As I was working on 2021
planning for missions, I felt like God was prompting me to take a step back and decide what I wanted to
accomplish in 2021. I want to shine light into darkness.  I want the enemy to regret the day he unleashed
so much pain and suffering on the world by restoring souls to Christ.  I want a great revival birthed out
of this tragedy.  I want to take back what the enemy has stolen and more from that camp. I want to
operate from a place of victory not reaction. 

But this is not about me...it is about how I allow God to use me to effect the people and world around
me. I started looking up words that would mean warring, fighting back, recovering what the enemy has
stolen and I found the word, incite.  At first the definition looked ominous and negative, but then I
looked at the Webster’s Definition which is, " to move to action; to stir up; spur on; urge on."  When I
looked at how it was used in a sentence, the sentence was, “The news incited widespread fear and
paranoia.” As I read the sentence, I was taken aback, but then I heard God say,  "Replace news with
church. The church incited widespread __________ and _____________."

God has a plan, but we must choose to partner with the plan.  What is God's plan for 2021?  How would
God fill in those blanks?  What is my role in His plan?  As a pastor, I feel strongly that I need to be
intentional every single month to know what I am inciting.  Am I inciting fear?  Judgement? Apathy?
Compassion? Boldness? Love ? Mercy? Hope? What does God want incited? How can I partner with Him?
He reminded me of this verse: “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.”   Matthew 11:12 NKJV
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God is not passive and His work is not passive.  He is intentional, strategic, and ruthless to save His
children.  He pushes back against darkness and wars for His people that He desperately loves. We are
at war with an enemy who has been terrorizing the King's children. We are warriors who do not just
merely survive the battle, but fight back. We fight back with the weapons God has equipped us with
from the beginning. We fight for those who cannot fight for themselves. 

“And you must show mercy to those whose faith is wavering. Rescue others by snatching them from the flames
of judgment. Show mercy to still others, but do so with great caution, hating the sins that contaminate their
lives.”  Jude 1:22-23 NLT 
Look at the strong words used, rescue and snatch. These are intentional action words that require
boldness and selflessness to accomplish.  We have an unprecedented opportunity in 2021 to live out
what we believe and show a hurting world a victorious warrior who is desperately in love with them. We
can see the darkness pushed back and the enemy's territory conquered and plundered.  We can snatch
souls from the flames of hell. We can be instruments who incite a revolution for the kingdom of God. 

So now I ask you as we start 2021, what are you inciting in 2021 in partnership with our Father?  How
does He want you to fill in those blanks?  Are there things in your life or ministry that must change in
order to incite the right things?  I keep pondering these questions as I look at 2021 and I pray you do
too.  

Dear Lord,
What do you want to incite in 2021 and how can I partner with you?  How do we change the narrative?  Show
us first what needs to change in our hearts to prepare and then what you want our focus to be in 2021. Help
us to recognize that we are not simply surviving, but we are warriors who carry the ultimate authority of the
King. We are your royal priesthood equipped to do the work you created us for with total confidence in the
one who sent us!  We love you and we need you.  In Jesus' name, Amen.


