
giving thanks

StewardshiP
 2027

StewardshiP
 2027for



Our budget is funded by each of us and all of us. 

Stewardship
Pledges (2026)

68%

Past Gifts
(Includes

Endowment &
Special Funds)

21%

Plate Offerings
and Other

Annual Gifts
4%

Rental and
Fundraising

Income
7%

Where does our annual Budget
 come from?

93% of our budget 
comes from us!

Our Budget



What is Stewardship?
Stewardship is the careful and responsible
management of something entrusted to one's
care. As Christians, we are entrusted to care for
our neighbors as we care for ourselves. As
members of this church, we are entrusted to
contribute our resources to the care of this
faith community, including our financial
resources.

What is pledging?
A pledge is a promise that you will support the
church financially throughout the year. It is a
good faith estimate of the dollars that you will
be able to contribute to the mission of the
church over the next calendar year.

Why is pledging important?
We ask you to make a pledge to support the
many things you love about this church,
including our staff and ministries, our church’s
outreach and programs, and our building.

Our goal this year is
to raise $533,000, 
which is a 3% increase
over 2026. 

Stewardship Sunday Is October 25th.

Where do your pledge dollars go? Read ahead for more information on how
your dollars support worship, community care, education, and our building.

Worship
25%

Community Care
33%

Education
20%

Building
22%

Making your pledge on or before this date
will help us to plan our budget for 2027.



Worship

“Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering...not neglecting to meet

together, but encouraging one another.”
Hebrews 10:23-25

giving
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For Joyful Worship



T O T A L          $ 1 8 7 , 0 9 0

25% OF  OUR  

ANN UAL  BUD GET

Budget
2 0 2 6

S E N I O R  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *  

A S S O C I A T E  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *  

W O R S H I P  S U P P L I E S  ( D E A C O N S )  

F E L L O W S H I P  H O U R  E X P E N S E S  

F L O W E R S  

N U R S E RY  C A R E  P R O V I D E R S  

S U B S T I T U T E  M I N I S T E R

A D U LT  C H O I R  

C H U R C H  S C H O O L  M U S I C  

A D U LT  H A N D  B E L L  C H O I R  

I N S T R U M E N T  M A I N T E N A N C E

G U E S T  M U S I C I A N S  

M U S I C  L I C E N S E S  

TA I Z É

O R G A N I S T  

M U S I C  D I R E C T O R  

S U B S T I T U T E  O R G A N I S T

S U P P O RT I N G  C O S T S * *  

$ 5 2 , 4 7 3

$ 2 2 , 1 9 4

$ 4 5 0

$ 7 0 0

$ 2 , 0 0 0

$ 3 , 7 5 0

$ 1 , 5 0 0

$ 2 , 0 0 0

$ 9 0

$ 2 0 0

$ 2 , 0 0 0

$ 6 , 0 0 0

$ 5 5 0

$ 1 , 1 0 0

$ 1 3 , 8 3 8

$ 3 7 , 5 7 5

$ 9 0 0

$ 3 9 , 7 7 0

* E s t i m a t e d  p a s t o r s ’  t i m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Wo r s h i p
* * S u p p o r t i n g  C o s t s  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f ,  h u m a n
re s o u rc e s ,  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s

“Our Sunday services, sermons, and music have been an
important part of our lives for more than 53 years.
Always inspiring and thoughtful, the sermons have had
a growing impact in recent years. Our pastors challenge
us with prophetic sermons, at times when this is much
needed. Church members are deeply committed to
serving the needs of our neighbors…locally and beyond
our county and state. Thank you, Church!”
 ~ John & Amy Emerson, Members since 1973

At the center of our life together is
the joy of communal worship. Our
worship budget supports the
dedicated service of all of our staff
who inspire us to experience God’s
presence together.

At the center of our life together is
the joy of communal worship. Our
worship budget supports the
dedicated service of all of our staff
who inspire us to experience God’s
presence together.



Community
 Outreach
& Pastoral
 Care
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For Christ’s Call to Serve

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift 

each of you has received.”
1 Peter 4:10



Budget
2 0 2 6

S E N I O R  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *

A S S O C I A T E  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *

UCC - OUR CHURCH'S WIDER MISSION 

L O C A L  M I S S I O N  ( B M S C )

C O M M U N I T Y  S U P P E R  

YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL DONATION

MEMBER IN DISCERNMENT SUPPORT 

PA R E N T  P L A Y D A T E

A RT  I N  U N I T Y

G R E E N  T E A M

S E N I O R  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *

A S S O C I A T E  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *

PASTORS’ TRAVEL ALLOWANCE

B O A R D  O F  PA S T O R A L  C A R E

B O A R D  O F  M E M B E R S H I P

L A Y  V I S I TA T I O N  M I N I S T RY

S U P P O RT I N G  C O S T S * *

$ 1 7 , 4 9 1

$ 1 1 , 0 9 7

$ 4 0 , 0 0 0

$ 1 2 , 0 0 0

$ 4 4 , 0 0 0

$ 3 0 0

$ 2 , 0 0 0

$ 2 , 5 0 0

$ 8 0 0

$ 3 0 0

$ 3 4 , 9 8 2

$ 2 7 , 7 4 3

$ 5 , 0 0 0

$ 1 , 3 5 0

$ 6 3 0

$ 2 5 0

$ 5 4 , 1 1 0

* E s t i m a t e d  p a s t o r s ’  t i m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  C o m m .  C a re
* * S u p p o r t i n g  C o s t s  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f ,
h u m a n  re s o u rc e s ,  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s

T O T A L          $ 2 5 4 , 5 5 3

3 3 % OF  OU R  

A NN UA L  BUDG E T

Driven by our mission to live as
Jesus taught, our church is deeply
committed to loving our neighbors
as ourselves. Our budget directly
reflects this promise to strengthen
relationships and share God's love,
supporting one another, our
neighbors down the street, and
across the globe.

Driven by our mission to live as
Jesus taught, our church is deeply
committed to loving our neighbors
as ourselves. Our budget directly
reflects this promise to strengthen
relationships and share God's love,
supporting one another, our
neighbors down the street, and
across the globe.

P AS T OR AL  C ARE

“It takes a tremendous amount of effort to care for us
and our kids and we feel that as parents when we come
to church and [to the parent] play dates. We feel seen
and cared for! I also loved that the church put our meal
train on after our twins— it really shows they want the
whole church to be involved in welcoming new families
and new family members.“ 
~ Rita Munro, Member since 2024

O UT RE AC H



Educational 
Ministries

“’Were not our hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was

opening the scriptures to us?’”
Luke 24:32

giving
thanks

For Growing Faith



T O T A L          $ 1 5 1 , 8 3 7

20% OF  OUR  

ANNUAL  BUDGET

Budget
2 0 2 6

S E N I O R  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *

A S S O C I A T E  PA S T O R ' S  T I M E *

D I R E C T O R  O F  C H I L D R E N  

    &  Y O U T H  

B O A R D  O F  C H R I S T I A N

    D E V E L O P M E N T

Y O U T H  S E RV I C E  T R I P

C H I L D R E N ' S  M I N I S T RY

J R .  H I G H  S C H O O L  M I N I S T RY

S R .  H I G H  S C H O O L  M I N I S T RY

C O L L E G E  S T U D E N T  M I N I S T RY

C O N F I R M A T I O N  C L A S S

A D U LT  E D U C A T I O N

S U P P O RT I N G  C O S T S * *

$ 4 3 , 7 2 7

$ 3 3 , 2 9 1

$ 2 8 , 7 5 2

$ 5 4 0

$ 6 , 0 0 0

$ 2 , 8 0 0

$ 1 , 0 0 0

$ 2 , 0 0 0

$ 7 5 0

$ 6 0 0

$ 1 0 0

$ 3 2 , 2 7 6

* E s t i m a t e d  p a s t o r s ’  t i m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  E d u c a t i o n
* * S u p p o r t i n g  C o s t s  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f ,
h u m a n  re s o u rc e s ,  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s

Christian education is a priority of
our church family, and our budget

reflects this commitment to
lifelong faith formation. As an

intergenerational community, we
are proud to invest in one another

as we deepen our faith and
strengthen our relationships.

Christian education is a priority of
our church family, and our budget

reflects this commitment to
lifelong faith formation. As an

intergenerational community, we
are proud to invest in one another

as we deepen our faith and
strengthen our relationships.

“Belonging to the UCC has been a wonderful thing to
experience as a growing kid. This place is not just a
church but a nurturing and expansive community as
well. I’ve made many connections here at church that
have changed my life for the better. The people here
do great work and continue to teach others the same. I
am well aware of how amazingly lucky I am to get to call
myself a member.”
 ~ Eleanor Orten, Confirmed in 2025



Our Church
Building

giving
thanks

For A House of Faith

“How lovely is your 
dwelling place, 

O Lord of hosts!”
Psalm 84:1



T O T A L          $ 1 6 9 , 0 6 8

22% OF  OUR  

ANNUAL  BUDGET

Budget
2 0 2 6

B U I L D I N G  M A N A G E R S

N A T U R A L  G A S

E L E C T R I C I T Y

WA T E R  &  S E W E R

PLANNED ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

B U I L D I N G  R E PA I R S

C U S T O D I A L  S E RV I C E S

BUILDING & LIABILITY INSURANCE

L A W N  C A R E ,  S N O W,  T R A S H

C U S T O D I A L  S U P P L I E S

G A R D E N I N G  S U P P L I E S

C H R I S T M A S  D E C O R A T I O N S

R E D  C L O V E R  C O N T R I B U T I O N

S U P P O RT I N G  C O S T S *

$ 4 7 , 7 7 2

$ 6 , 7 5 0

$ 1 4 , 3 7 1

$ 2 , 0 0 0

$ 1 2 , 0 0 0

$ 1 9 , 0 0 0

$ 9 , 0 0 0

$ 2 1 , 3 0 4

$ 7 , 5 0 0

$ 3 , 0 0 0

$ 1 , 0 0 0

$ 1 , 3 0 0

- $ 1 1 , 8 6 8

$ 3 5 , 9 3 9

* * S u p p o r t i n g  C o s t s  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f ,  h u m a n
re s o u rc e s ,  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s

For 217 years, our historic Meeting
House has stood as an iconic
Middlebury landmark and
sanctuary. Today, we are called to
be the stewards of this sacred
space and its addition, and our
operating budget reflects our
intentional support.

For 217 years, our historic Meeting
House has stood as an iconic
Middlebury landmark and
sanctuary. Today, we are called to
be the stewards of this sacred
space and its addition, and our
operating budget reflects our
intentional support.

“Our church building is a beacon in our community. It
serves as a place of worship, welcomes community
events, hosts a child care center and provides space for
Friday night suppers, among other uses. For these
endeavors to succeed, the building needs to be well
maintained to serve our members’ needs as well as our
wider mission. Many hands have provided the
stewardship that has allowed it to flourish for more than
two centuries; we must continue that effort so that our
church shines brightly for generations to come.“ 
~ Dorothy Douglas, Member since 1968



Please pledge on or before OCTOBER 25th!
return pledge card by mail or in the offering plate
pledge online at midducc.org or scan the QR code

Thank you for your generous support!

Thank you to Caleb Kenna, David Phelps, and all those who contributed photographs of our church community.
Thank you to the Stewardship Committee and Mira Cabrera for design and publishing.
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Average household pledge in 2026 was $2,721

Our Stewardship Campaign relies on
everyone giving as they are able. In order
to meet our goal, we need gifts from
everybody in all amounts. The graph
below shows the range of giving in 2026.

When we come together, we Can make
a huge impact!

We strive for 100%
participation in pledging.
Every pledge matters! 

Please prayerfully
consider increasing your
pledge by 3% or more.

Why Pledge?

http://midducc.org/

