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NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE, NO MATTER WHERE YOU  
ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.

The Congregational Church of Middlebury, UCC  2 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753  
Church Offices, 30 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury VT 05753.     802-388-7634 
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MATTERS

Dear Church, 

The Budget and Stewardship Committee has been working diligently on our behalf for months, 
and as their recent “Together in Community” update indicates, there’s work yet to do. I am deeply 
grateful to Rich Carpenter and the committee and would like to amplify a few sentences from 
their note to the congregation, because it’s important that we know what’s what.  

As you might expect, some expenses have been 
lower and some higher due to the many 
changes necessitated by the Covid pandemic. If 
we extrapolate pledge receipts out through the 
end of the year and consider the ups and downs 
in all other receipts and expenses, we expect to 
have a shortfall of approximately $24,000 at the 
end of the year. On the other hand, if pledged 
amounts are paid in full by the end of the year, 
we project that we are likely to end the year with 
a slight surplus. 

What I hear in this is an important reminder. Our pledges matter. Pledges make up about 70% of 
our total receipts in a given year, which, in turn, allow us to care for our building and to support 
our programs and those who lead them. I am confident that this year’s financial story will end well. 
And yes … there’s work yet to do. 
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Foundation Stones, continued

As the Budget and Stewardship Committee refines its projections for the coming year, this much 
remains clear: our pledges matter. This is why we will weave financial news and forecasts into this 
month’s online worship services, and why we will ask you to prayerfully consider your financial 
commitment to our church. 

The theme of this fall’s stewardship campaign is OUR FOUNDATION. Over the 
next four Sundays, we will celebrate four “foundation stones” of our 
congregational life: Doing Justice; Loving Kindness; Walking with Faith; 
Welcoming All. You will also receive weekly stewardship updates (on Tuesdays) 
that will cover key background information and logistics. 

Our God is a God of abundance. All shall be well, even as we chart a course through this year’s 
shoals. Many thanks, friends, for your ongoing support. 

Grace and Peace, 

Andy 

All Hands On Deck! 
Have you been looking for ways to connect and help out here at MiddUCC? We've got a few 
opportunities for you to play with. The best part is that you don't have to choose just one! Melissa 
Bartley, our new Building Manager, is hoping to revive and revitalize a number of helper teams to 
support our Congregation as we navigate through the new waters of 2020 into 2021 and 
beyond. 

  
•Fix-It Crew - This group meets once a month to tackle some nitty gritty projects that 
keep our church looking beautiful and working smoothly! 
•Garden Gang - A group that digs in to support the gardens around our property, 
helping keep the plants watered and flourishing. We will meet occasionally as a group 
and coordinate individual time slots for weekly assistance. 
•Hospitality Team - This team will assist with the setup and breakdowns of rooms for 
scheduled events throughout the week. We will offer the dates and times that help is 
needed, and you fill in when you can! 

  
If you are interested in joining one or more of these groups, please sign up here! Or you can call 
the office at 388-7634 x13. If you have been a part of one of these groups in the past and are 
interested in continuing your work here,, please sign up again so that we know to include you in 
future communication! 

Each group will be scheduling times to meet in October potentially in person or via Zoom, 
depending on the availability and comfort level of those involved.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044EAEAA2CA3FB6-allhands
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044EAEAA2CA3FB6-allhands
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Music Notes  
Jessica Allen, Director of Music


Choir members have been joyously gathering outdoors for the past month, contending with the 
wind and some fairly comical noisy engines, fogging glasses, and blowing pages—but that has not 
dampened our enthusiasm for being back together, however unusual the circumstances are at 
the moment. We see each other’s smiling eyes. We have also enjoyed the company of those 
zooming in from home for rehearsals, 
and are glad to be able to connect with 
all who wish to sing in the ways they feel 
most comfortable doing so right now.  

Researchers from the University of 
Colorado Boulder and University of 
Maryland have contributed to an 
ongoing Performing Arts Aerosols 
Study, projected to be complete in 
December. Preliminary results have 
given us some concrete information 
since July on what we are dealing with in 
the singing environment indoors and outdoors. 
This study provides recommendations for 
distancing, masking, ventilation, and limiting the time-frame of rehearsals. While it is challenging 
to accommodate the recommendations given the nature of choirs, it was somewhat of a relief to 
have more concrete knowledge and some clear direction for ways to begin coming together 
again with the lowest risk possible. The combination of our precautions has a lot to do with 
everyone staying safe right now. 

Not surprisingly, as we re-engage our music groups, there is a re-entry period of learning how to 
be together again, and how to regain our confident voices and reawaken musical skills. During 
this process we may have the feeling of being a “noisy gong or clanging cymbal” (thank you, 1 
Corinthians 13); but in fact, while we may feel that way physically at times, this is not a reflection of 
our spirits for one distinct reason: we have love. I sense that love is holding all of us together right 
now. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things. Love never ends. 

Listen to the Chancel Choir sing “I Will Lift My Eyes” 
by Mark Hayes

https://youtu.be/Dxtegzla8iM
https://youtu.be/Dxtegzla8iM
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Jennifer & Erik Bleich  October 6 
Jake & Bri5any Dombrowski October 6 
Churchill & Janet Franklin October 7 
Jeff & Erika Garner  October 9 
Karen & David Foster-Baccei October 12 

Bob & Penny Campbell  October 14  
Mark & Nicole Foster   October 17 
Holly Puterbaugh & Lois Farnham October 20 
Mary Lou Webster & Bruce Jenson October 22 
Mary Jo and Bob Champlin  October 24 

October Birthdays

Kathy Jewe5               October 01 
Harper Smith               October 01 
Richard Carpenter         October 03 
Sara Kent                  October 04 
Barbara SUles             October 04 
Elizabeth Robinson       October 06 
Dana Scribner              October 06 
ChrisUne Giorgio          October 07 
Debra Karpak               October 07 
Stephen Abbo5             October 08 
Peter Karpak               October 08 
Melissa Mae Bartley     October 11 
Julie5e Kubacki           October 11 
Richard Viens              October 12 
Albert Zaccor              October 12 
Anna Hardway               October 14 
Aurelia Lyons              October 14 
Gail Miller                October 14 
Mark Orten                 October 14 

AmyJo Emerson             October 16 
Mary Lou Webster          October 16 
Evie SUnson               October 17 
Katherine Franklin         October 18 
Joseph Smith               October 19 
Tara Affolter              October 21 
Michaela Kubacki          October 22 
Allison Swi\              October 23 
MarUn Abel                October 24 
Wendy Warren              October 24 
Chris Ketcham              October 26 
David Hallam               October 27 
Kaitlyn Evarts             October 28 
Helmut Hietzker            October 28 
Sharon Klinck              October 28 
Dorance Gorton             October 30 
Kay Bussiere               October 31 
Churchill Franklin         October 31 
Alexander Loomis          October 31

October Anniversaries
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October Calendar 
Our church is closed during this COVID-19 crisis. However, our worship services can be watched live-stream on 
our Facebook page - www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC  or on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg Most of our meetings are being held via Zoom. For a detailed, up-to-date 
weekly calendar go to

https://www.midducc.org/who-we-are/calendar 


MIDDUCC Walking Group	 	 Mondays - 9:00 a.m.

Staff meetings		 	 	 Tuesdays - 1:00 p.m 

Sing for Social Justice		 	 Tuesdays - 5:30 p.m.

Junior Youth Group Small Group	 Tuesdays - 7:00 p.m.

MIDD Week Morning Prayer Service	 Wednesday - 9:00 a.m.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86541232696?pwd=bzRSMFJrM2dMSmdkMklDYTg4VkpmUT09


Meditative Drawing Wednesdays - 12:00 p.m.

Church Council	 	 	 Second Wednesday of the month - 7:00 p.m.

All Boards Fourth Wednesday of the month - 7:00 p.m.	 

Swift Ladies Lunch 	 	 Third Thursday of the month - Swift House  
Men’s Lunch Bunch Third Thursday of the month - Rosie’s

Chancel Choir Small Groups 	 	 Thursdays - 5:15 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Community Supper  	 	 	 Fridays - 5:00 p.m. (take out only)


October Special Events: 
October 4	 CROP Walk Culmination - 12:00 p.m.


	 October 7 Confirmation Class - 1:00 p.m. 

	 	 	 Prospective Member “Open House” - 7:00 p.m.


October 12 Being the Body of Christ in an Isolated World with James Calvin Davis (3 Mondays)
https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/97942270003?pwd=djdxR3hxNE1LUVJoTzlxVkkwWWpkZz09;

October 20 Church Matters Deadline

	 October 31 	 Harvest Fest - 4:00 p.m. 


Harvest Fest 
For Families and Children 
October 31st from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Wear Your Halloween Costumes! 
Enjoy Cider and Doughnuts 
Listen to Some Monster Mash Music 

Sponsored by the Board of Christian Development 

http://www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.midducc.org/who-we-are/calendar
https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/97942270003?pwd=djdxR3hxNE1LUVJoTzlxVkkwWWpkZz09
http://www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.midducc.org/who-we-are/calendar
https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/97942270003?pwd=djdxR3hxNE1LUVJoTzlxVkkwWWpkZz09
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Being the Body of Christ in an Isolated World  
October 12, 19, 26 , 7 p.m. via Zoom 
Zoom Link 
Password: 469033 

Can we really be the Body of Christ if we can’t be physically together? Does social isolation 
strain the meaning of the metaphor beyond recognition? This month join Theologian-in-

Residence James Calvin Davis and other members of our 
church community as we think together about the real 
challenges that social restrictions present to Christian 
worship, service, community, and identity. We will take 
seriously the strains that the pandemic is putting on “being 
church,” but we also will try to identify new practices that 
may be as meaningful as established pre-pandemic ones, 
new habits that perhaps should endure even when we are 
free to be together physically again. Through readings and 
conversation, we will explore how a Christian understanding 

of embodied faith community (what theologians call ecclesiology) might be interpreted 
creatively in our moment, to position us to live and serve more effectively as the Body of Christ. 

Do you consider The Congregational Church of 
Middlebury "your church"? Have you thought about 
becoming a church member? Do you want to know more 
about what it means to officially join this faith community?  

You can explore these questions and learn more at our 
Prospective Members Open House via Zoom on 
Wednesday, October 7 at 7:00 p.m.  

Zoom link here

The deadline for Church Matters announcements and articles is the 20th of each month. 
Submit to Elizabeth Davis at eabdavis@gmail.com 

mailto:eabdavis@gmail.com
mailto:eabdavis@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89131689788?pwd=RkxtS21hd0ZaR3lSeWNEMXZkeE1tQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89131689788?pwd=RkxtS21hd0ZaR3lSeWNEMXZkeE1tQT09
https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/97942270003?pwd=djdxR3hxNE1LUVJoTzlxVkkwWWpkZz09;
https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/97942270003?pwd=djdxR3hxNE1LUVJoTzlxVkkwWWpkZz09;
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Children and Youth 
Jennifer Smith, Director of Children and Youth Ministries


What a wonderful September we had! I was so uplifted to see 
the children and families at the ice cream social on Welcome 
Sunday and then again at the outdoor church service at the 
Franklins’ home. Blessings all around. 

October materials for the tote bags will be delivered at the 
beginning of the month. Look for them on your porch or front 
door. 

Fun! Fun! Fun! The Board of Christian Development will host another event in October for 
families to gather together in the church community. Prior to the town’s Spooktacular event 
(https://experiencemiddlebury.com/annual-events/spooktacular/) on Saturday, October 31, we 
will host a Harvest Fest in the church parking lot from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. We will have cider 
and doughnuts for all to enjoy and some monster mash music to go with the Halloween costumes 
the children will be wearing. To take home, the children will get their November tote bag 
materials and some gourds. Please stop by and say hello before heading out to get your candy! 

The Junior Youth Group began the year with a hike at Texas Falls on September 27. This counted 
as our Crop Walk. Thank you to all who supported us with donations. 

There are 19 members in Junior Youth Group this year! Therefore we will be divided into three 
smaller groups, each meeting once a month in Unity Hall on Tuesday evenings. 

Our next outdoor church service will be on Sunday, October 11. I hope you will join us and 
witness the rite of confirmation. Our students from last year’s class will be confirmed in person 
with their church family surrounding them. God is good all the time, all the time God is good (2 
Corinthians 9:8). 

Andy Nagy-Benson 
andy@midducc.org   

Elizabeth Gleich 
elizabeth@midducc.org  

Jennifer Smith 
jsmith@midducc.org  

Jessica Allen 
jallen@midducc.org  

Judy Albright 
office@midducc.org 

Melissa Bartley 
buildingmanager@midducc.org 

James Davis 
jcdavis@middlebury.edu  

Jeff Buettner 
bue5ner@middlebury.edu 

Cathy Chase or Irene Zaccor 
treasurer@midducc.org 
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mailto:andy@midducc.org
mailto:elizabeth@midducc.org
mailto:jsmith@midducc.org
mailto:jallen@midducc.org
mailto:office@midducc.org
mailto:sexton@midducc.org
mailto:jcdavis@middlebury.edu
mailto:buettner@middlebury.edu
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
mailto:andy@midducc.org
mailto:elizabeth@midducc.org
mailto:jsmith@midducc.org
mailto:jallen@midducc.org
mailto:office@midducc.org
mailto:sexton@midducc.org
mailto:jcdavis@middlebury.edu
mailto:buettner@middlebury.edu
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
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Note from the Editor 
Elizabeth Davis 

Hello! I wanted to provide an explanation of the Church Matters production process, along with a 
humble request. As you know, anyone who wishes to have an item appear in the monthly Church 
Matters newsletter is asked to get those submissions to me, Elizabeth, by the stated deadline 
(which, moving forward, will be the 20th of each month). I take all of the articles and emails I 
receive and compile them into a single MS Word document. I fix typos and other errors and 
standardize certain stylistic choices for consistency throughout (e.g., a.m. and p.m. instead of AM 
and PM).  

Then—importantly—I remove all formatting. This includes tabs, bullet lists, numbered lists, outlines, 
bold, italic, centering, styles, indents, etc. The goal is basically to end up with nothing but words 
and spaces! haha  

I send one Word document full of unformatted paragraphs to Judy, designer extraordinaire. It is 
Judy who uses her impressive creative skills and I think magic to transform this shapeless mass 
into what appears in your inbox as a beautifully laid out Church Matters newsletter. (She uses 
another program to produce the newsletter, which is why all the Word formatting codes must be 
removed.) 

So to sum up, if you have an article or announcement to submit, we would greatly appreciate if 
you could please: 

1. Send it as a Microsoft Word document 
2. Refrain from using any formatting 
3. Submit it by the 20th of the month to eabdavis@gmail.com 

Thank you very much for helping to make this process as efficient as possible! 

VIRTUAL CROP HUNGER WALK
RAISE MONEY TO REDUCE 

FOOD INSECURITY!

Complete your virtual walk any time 
between now and October 4th. 

Visit: www.crophungerwalk.org/middleburyvt  
to register and learn more.

ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/middleburyvt
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/middleburyvt
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Soups, Pies & More: 
Holiday Bazaar Food Sale! 

This year our annual bazaar will have a different look. As in the 
past we are calling on all church members and friends to 
make it a resounding success. 

The first emphasis is to sell food prepared by cooks to be 
ordered online by November 1st and picked up at the 
Seymour Street church parking lot on Saturday, November 7, 
between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

The offerings will be four kinds of pie (9”): 
Apple 
Raspberry 
Lemon Meringue 
Pecan 

The soup offerings (pints and quarts) will be: 
Chicken noodle 
Corn chowder with bacon 
Squash with vegetable broth 
Minestrone with meat 

We may also offer: 
Hand pies with apple 
Pickles, jams, and jellies 
Homemade candy or chocolates 

The committee requests that any person willing to make any of the above respond by October 
15 to Nancy Foster (989-2772) or Maureen Williams (388-0866) or sign up here.  

In addition, we would like to know if you could be flexible in what variety of pie or soup you make 
depending on the number of orders that are received online. Containers for the pies and soups 
will be provided. 

Thank you!  
Bazaar Committee 2020 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4da8ad2fa2ff2-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4da8ad2fa2ff2-volunteer
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WAYS OF GIVING TO THE STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Our church is deeply grateful to the many individuals and families 
whose annual financial support is a foundation for the important 
work of the church. As we begin the 2021 stewardship campaign, 
it may be helpful to know that there are several ways of making 
gifts. 
1. Online Checking or Credit Card Gifts 
The simplest way to give to the Congregational Church of 
Middlebury is by transferring directly from your bank account or 
charging your credit card from your computer, tablet, or cell 
phone using our secure online donation form. 

2. Paper Check 
Checks should be made out to the Congregational Church of Middlebury, Vermont, Inc. and 
mailed to:  

Treasurer 
Congregational Church of Middlebury 

30 North Pleasant Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 

• Please include the purpose of your gift in the memo line. 
• Donors who itemize their tax deductions will want to have any December checks dated and 

USPS postmarked by December 31.* 

• At outdoor services and after our sanctuary reopens, checks may be placed in the offering 
plate. 

3. Pledge Payments and Recurring Gifts 
You may make a pledge payment or other recurring gift via your checking account or credit card. 
You can set up automatic payments to occur weekly, monthly, or yearly and to begin and end on 
the dates you specify. Visit the secure online donation form to set up the details of your recurring 
gift. Your commitment goes right to work for our church.   

4. With cash in the offering plate at outdoor services and when our sanctuary reopens.  
Please use pledge envelopes to make cash gifts to have your pledge credited. 

5. Gifts of Stocks, Bonds, and Mutual Funds 
Donating appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual funds is quick and simple and may provide you 
with significant tax benefits.   

To make a gift of securities, please contact the church’s brokerage firm at: 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbUQJiNZQzYGF850d6jeUUDEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQvOqXox2GLP-7JjnzzZdCUA=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbUQJiNZQzYGF850d6jeUUDEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQvOqXox2GLP-7JjnzzZdCUA=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbUQJiNZQzYGF850d6jeUUDEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQvOqXox2GLP-7JjnzzZdCUA=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbUQJiNZQzYGF850d6jeUUDEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQvOqXox2GLP-7JjnzzZdCUA=&ver=3
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Barbara Levinson 
UBS Financial Services 
38 Eastwood Drive, Suite 400 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
Phone: 802-860-5791 
Church Account:  Congregational Church of Middlebury, Account # HJ08160NJ, DTC # 0221 
EIN: 03-0238445 

• Please also notify the church treasurer at treasurer@midducc.org about the details of your gift to 
ensure proper crediting when your gift is received. This includes providing: 

• Your full name and the full name/s of any other individual/s who are to be credited with the gift, 
such as your spouse 

• The name of your brokerage and date you initiated the gift 
• The name/s of the security/ies and number of shares you are giving 

• The gift’s purpose 

To ensure your gift is tax-deductible in the calendar year intended, please initiate your gift with your 
broker by the second week in December so that your securities are received in the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury brokerage account via electronic transfer by December 31.*  

Wire Transfer 
To make a gift by wire transfer, please contact the church treasurer at treasurer@midducc.org. 
Initiating your gift by mid-December will ensure it is tax-deductible in the year intended.*  

Matching Gifts  
Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and will match any charitable contributions 
made by their employees. Matching gifts can double or even triple the size of your gift, and 
they count toward your total giving.   

All donations to the Congregational Church of Middlebury are tax deductible to the full 
extent of the law. The church is a nonprofit institution whose legal name is the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury, Vermont, Inc. Our federal tax identification number is 03-0238445. 

Please contact the church treasurer at treasurer@midducc.org if you have any questions about 
how to make a gift. If you would like to discuss your gift or pledge, please contact Muffin 
Carothers, Rich Carpenter, or Sally Holland from the Budget and Stewardship Committee. We 
would be happy to have a confidential conversation with you.   

Thank you for your support.  –  

The Budget and Stewardship Committee 

mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF MIDDLEBURY, UCC 30 North Pleasant Street

Middlebury, VT 05753


Meditative Drawing & Prayer-  
Still in the Wilderness 
With Judy Albright 

Five Wednesdays, beginning on October 14th  
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Unity Hall 
FREE 

Beauty and relaxation can be found in the practice of creating a calm arrangement of simple 
repeated patterns. Using pen and paper and a variety of mediums we will find inspiration in 
nature and everyday things to create mandalas - circles of truth and peace - that will help us as 
our wilderness journey continues. 

No experience is necessary and those who have already taken a meditative drawing class will 
find new and interesting directions. Class size is limited to 9 people, so register right away. 

REGISTER HERE or call the office at 388-7634 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044EAEAA2CA3FB6-meditative
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044EAEAA2CA3FB6-meditative
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