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Dear Church! 

Hope is in the air! Flowers are blooming, vaccine numbers 
are increasing, COVID infections declining, and 
restrictions are loosening. So many of us have been able 
to breathe sighs of relief after receiving our first or second 
vaccine shots. I forgot how much I love to hug people! It's 
been wonderful to visit with many of you in your homes 
after a year of doing pastoral care over the phone or on 
Zoom. I've missed being your pastor in this way. There's a 
lot to be grateful for these days. 

But do you also sometimes feel... weird? I have had 
moments these last few weeks when I know what I am 
doing is safe, but I'm nervous, or just awkward. I recently 
read an article in the Atlantic entitled "What Happens 
When Americans Can Finally Exhale," written by Ed Yong. 
He writes this: 

There is a crucial difference between May 2020 and 
May 2021: People have now lived through 14 months of pandemic life. Millions have 
endured a year of grief, anxiety, isolation, and rolling trauma. Some will recover 
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uneventfully, but for others, the quiet moments after adrenaline fades and normalcy 
resumes may be unexpectedly punishing. When they finally get a chance to exhale, 
their breaths may emerge as sighs. "People put their heads down and do what they 
have to do, but suddenly, when there's an opening, all these feelings come up," 
Laura van Dernoot Lipsky, the founder and director of the Trauma Stewardship 
Institute, told me. Lipsky has spent decades helping people navigate the 
consequences of natural disasters, mass shootings, and other crises. "As hard as the 
initial trauma is," she said, "it's the aftermath that destroys people." The COVID-19 
pandemic has been a singular disaster—a recurring series of traumatic events that 
have eroded the very social trust and connections that allow communities to 
recover from catastrophes. Even now, with COVID-19 cases in the U.S. falling and 
vaccinations rising, many of the people whom Lipsky works with are struggling. 
Things are getting better, so why don't they feel better? "A lot of them are really 
confused by it, because they feel like they made it through and can see a little light 
at the end of the tunnel," she said. "If you've been swimming furiously for a year, 
you don't expect to finally reach dry land and 
feel like you're drowning." 

In other words, moving out of a pandemic is 
possibly just as hard as being in one. And now that 
we can fully see the light at the end of the tunnel, 
we actually have a moment to realize just how 
traumatic it has been. In a sermon I preached a 
while ago, I reminded us how important it is to be 
gentle with one another and ourselves in this 
process. And I'm going to keep reminding you (and 
me!), because I think it's easy to forget. As so many of us start to get back to our "normal" lives, 
I'm really grateful for opportunities this summer to gently ease back into being with one another 
as a church family—first, outside on people's lawns and porches, and then inside in our sanctuary. 
At these gatherings, we're going to take intentional time to check in with one another and to do 
this work of reflecting on the difficult 15 months we've had. We'll ask each other things like, 
"What kind of church do we want to be?" "What have we missed?" "What do you want to be 
different from 'before'?" I invite you to start thinking about these questions now. 

As the Task Force for Reopening does its work to thoughtfully recommend a date and process to 
reopen our church building, I want to thank YOU, the church, for your patience and trust 
throughout this process. I am grateful to be one of your pastors. 

In all things, may God be glorified. 

Pastor Elizabeth 

“Moving out of a 
pandemic is possibly 
just as hard as being 
in one.”



3

Music Notes 
Jessica Allen, Music Director


It was a complete joy to hear the 
voices of songbirds and choir 
members intertwine last Thursday as 
we met in person, outdoors, for the 
third time since the beginning of May. 
The group is now close to being fully 
vaccinated, and we are eager to be 
together, to hear neighborly voices of 
our own sections and move away 
from singing alone into our various 
technological devices for a while (a 
long while, we hope!). 

While I include myself in those 
wishing to set aside some 

technologies with which I have become all too close and personal over the past year, I also find 
myself being extraordinarily grateful for them. Yes, it is a pain to make sure everything is charged 
and has enough free memory space in time to record—phone, video camera, mini-recorders, and 
laptop simultaneously—and it has meant (and still means) there is a need for a lot of ultra-
organized preparation. Get those tripods with the right adapter hooked up. Headphones and 
earbuds, check. Pack power cords galore, just in case. Get the Zoom room up and running. Do we 
have proper lighting? It has been dizzying at times. Double check. Triple check. Troubleshoot. 

Music? Oh, I remember now. That's what this is all about. 

It's been about still providing the opportunity to sing to those with the desire to participate. It's 
been about sharing choral music in online services that animates the heart of our faith in a way 
spoken word cannot. It's been about shared recording experiences, as odd and opposite as those 
experiences have seemed from what our usual choral community strives to embody. 

But on the other hand, maybe it isn't so far from the core of what it means to be a choir. People 
have been showing up for each other virtually and in person, offering rides, staying connected 
through stories of current and past events in their lives, and that kind of shared experience, the 
shared experience of love, did not go away during this time of pandemic. I think love grew here, in 
our music program. I don't know if there could be any better possible outcome of this virtual year. 

Jessica 
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What are two 
things you 
should do when 
you turn 18? 
1.  Register to vote, and 
2.  Create a will. 

Bazaar 2021: Update 

Wood Crafter Volunteers Urgently Needed 

Our Craft Table chairpersons, Polly Birdsall (pjbirdll@gmail.com) 
and Peg Lawrence (1pegLart@gmail.com), are calling on all our 
church wood crafters to donate one of their creations to the Craft 
Table. In the past, we have enthusiastically sold handmade wood 
craft items such as stools, bookshelves, children's toys, cutting 
boards, birdhouses, and birdhouse kits. If you have ideas but have questions about 
appropriateness and possibilities, you can contact Polly or Peg or our 2021 Bazaar Co-chairs, 
Ruth Penfield (ruthpenfield@gmail.com) or Judy Jessup (judyjessupvt@gmail.com). 

Polly and Peg are equally excited about the wonderful creations our talented knitters, sewists, 
quilters, weavers, and painters are working on for the ever-popular craft display. Thank you in 
advance for contributing your expertise! 

Relishes, Jellies, and Jams, Oh Yes! 

In the next few months, the abundant summer crops of berries and vegetables will have many of 
you canning relishes, jellies, and jams. Maureen Williams, our Food Table chairperson, asks that 
you please save a few jars of your treats to donate to the Food Table. These items are always 
popular! Any questions can be directed to Maureen (mchadsey5@gmail.com). 

mailto:ruthpenfield@gmail.com
mailto:judyjessupvt@gmail.com
mailto:mchadsey5@gmail.com
mailto:ruthpenfield@gmail.com
mailto:judyjessupvt@gmail.com
mailto:mchadsey5@gmail.com


5

June Birthdays
Janet Franklin  June 01   Malcolm Chase  June 17 
Alice Livesay  June 01   Uwe Luksch  June 17 
Mary A. Williams June 01   Sarah Tully  June 17 
Miles Prouty  June 02   Patrick Deering  June 18 
Dana Severson  June 02   Jeff Munroe  June 18 
Rebecca Fifield  June 03   Walter Stugis  June 18 
Angelika Brumbaugh June 04   Peter Nelson  June 20 
Heather Viens  June 04   James Douglas  June 21 
Sara Marshall  June 05   Camille Maglienti June 21 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest June 05   Rik Poduschnick June 21 
John Klinck  June 06   Madeline Stowe June 21 
Richard Westfall June 06   Cathy Fowler  June 22 
Maureen Williams June 06   Annie Livesay  June 23 
Christopher Wright June 06   Tom Damewood June 24 
Kenneth Engler  June 07   Candy McLaughlin June 25 
Katy Smith Abbott June 09   Patrick Greene  June 27 
Stella Andrews  June 09   Sarah Wright  June 27 
Nancie Crawford June 09   Erik Bleich  June 28 
Fred Barnes  June 10   Hadley Evans Nash June 28 
Matthew Cox  June 10   Cynthia Gillen  June 28 
Judy Jessup  June 11   Cynthia Marshall June 28 
Katherine Wallace June 11   Tim Hollander  June 30 

June Anniversaries
Steve & Katy Abbott  June 3    Tim & Mary Williams   June 13 
Jim & Margaret Eagan  June 3    Stephen & Aimee Diehl   June 14 
Larry & Mona Rogers  June 3; Celebrating 60 yrs! James & Elizabeth Davis   June 20 
Rick & Sara Marshall  June 4    Bill & Jean Fifield    June 21 
Victor & Betty Nuovo  June 7; Celebrating 68 yrs! Tanya Lehman & Stephen Morse  June 22 
Peter & Cathy Munteanu June 9    Mark & Jenny Orten   June 23 
Larry & Cindy Jones  June 11   Frank & Janet Winkler   June 25 
John & Sherry Klinck  June 11; Celebrating 60 yrs! John & Amy Emerson   June 29  
Peter & Jill Ruffa  June 12   Jim & Joyce Foster    June 29 
Steve & Kathy Jewett  June 13     
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Who is  
The Rev. Peter J. H. Myers? 
Rev. Peter Jacob Harter Myers served as Acting Pastor of the 
Congregational Church of Middlebury from August 1852 to 
January 1853. He came to the Middlebury from Clintonville, NY. 
After just six months at Middlebury, he concluded that this church 
was not suited to him, so he insisted on being released and went to 
Champlain, NY. 

Mr. Myers was born July 22, 1821, in Frankfort (Herkimer County), NY, and studied at Champlain 
Academy. He entered Middlebury College in 1844, graduating in 1847. He studied at Union 
Theological Seminary (NY) 1847–1850 and preached at Clintonville, NY till August 1852; 
Middlebury till January 1853; and then Champlain, NY, followed by Chazy, NY. For many years he 
held pastorates in various NY towns, the last being Chazy, where he lived for 20 years. All 
together, Rev. Myers was a clergyman for nearly 70 years. He was also a chaplain in the Union 
Army in the Civil War. He honorably retired in 1894. His funeral took place in the Christ 
Presbyterian Church in WI. At the time of his passing (age 98), he was Middlebury College's 
oldest alumnus. He died at the home of his niece, Mrs. A. N. Cook in Madison, WI, where he had 
lived for 12 years. 

The first of the Myers family to immigrate to America was Lieutenant Petrus Mayer (notice 
different spelling), son of Johannes, born April 4, 1714, in Michelfeld, near Stuttgart, Germany, 
and died Jan. 29, 1802, near the Herkimer Church in NY. Rev. Peter J. H. Myers is a fourth-
generation Myers. It is unknown where he lived in Middlebury. 

Peter Myers married Clarissa Fitch June 23, 1872, in Manhattan, NY; there were no children by 
this marriage. Peter's parents were Peter Jacob Harter Myers and Lucy F. Kirtland; Clarissa's 
parents were Jabez Fitch and Anna Manning. Clarissa attended Oberlin College. She is buried in 
Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn. Rev. Myers is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, WI. 
There is little information available to confirm the name of Peter's wife (two wives are mentioned, 
and the birth and marriage dates are in conflict), and there is also conflicting information on the 
names and birth/death dates in Peter's direct line ancestry. 

Peter J. H. Myers  born July 22, 1821 in Frankfort NY   died March 19, 1919 in Madison, WI 
Clarisa Fitch  born Oct. 16, 1826 in Mooers NY   died Aug 3, 1874 in Brooklyn NY 

Next month we'll share the biography of the Rev. Reuben S. Kendall. 

Mal Chase, Historian 
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Bristol Community Solar 

Acorn Energy Co-op (AEC) is currently developing an 
innovative local community-owned solar project. The proposed 
project, Bristol Community Solar (BCS), will be a 500 kW solar 
array on Bristol's capped former municipal landfill. 

AEC is offering shares in the Bristol project to Vermont 
residents with an electric meter within the Green Mountain 

Power (GMP) service territory who already are or would like to become AEC members. 

The Bristol landfill is ideal for solar development; it has good solar exposure from the south and 
cannot be seen from public streets or neighborhood homes. In addition, this type of 
"brownfield" site receives favorable treatment from Vermont's energy permitting and approval 
agencies. 

AEC, in collaboration with Aegis Renewable Energy of Waitsfield, has developed the plan for the 
approximately $1.8 million Bristol project. The design calls for nearly one thousand seven 
hundred solar panels, 440 watts each, which will cover a little over 3 acres on the 12-acre 
capped landfill site. AEC's innovative investment model calls for two initial categories of 
investors in BCS: a single Series A Member, and multiple Series B Members. The Co-operative 
Insurance Companies of Middlebury will be the Series A investor and will provide approximately 
a third of the capital to construct the project. In return, they will receive federal tax credits for 
their participation. Their involvement helps lower costs for the Series B investors, which can be 
any Vermont resident with a Green Mountain Power meter. 

These investors will receive net metering dollar credits applied each month to their GMP electric 
bills based on the amount of electricity produced the previous month for the number of 
investment units (shares) they have purchased. 

Six years after BCS begins electricity production, the equity structure will "flip," and the 
individual investors may take full ownership of the project, making BCS one of a small number of 
truly local, community-owned net metered solar projects in the state. 

To learn more, send an email to info@acornenergycoop.com and ask for an Introductory Investor 
packet, or sign up to join the next online (Zoom) informational meeting for prospective investors. 

mailto:info@acornenergycoop.com
mailto:info@acornenergycoop.com


June Calendar 
Our church is closed during this COVID-19 crisis. However, our worship services can be watched live-stream 
on our Facebook page - www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC  or on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg Most of our meetings are being held via Zoom. 


For a detailed, up-to-date weekly calendar go to https://www.midducc.org/home/calendar 


Walking Group Mondays - 9:00 a.m. 
Staff meetings		 	 	 	 Wednesdays- 11:00 a.m 

MIDD Week Morning Prayer Service	 	 Wednesday - 9:00 a.m.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86541232696?pwd=bzRSMFJrM2dMSmdkMklDYTg4VkpmUT09


Church Council	 	 	 	 Second Wednesday of the month - 7:00 p.m.

All Boards Fourth Wednesday of the month - 7:00 p.m.	 

Chancel Choir Thursdays, 6:15 and 7:00 p.m. outside 
Community Supper  	 	 	 	 Fridays - 5:00 p.m. (take out only)


June 6 - Jo and Dave Cole Awards 
June 13 - Faith & Fellowship 
June 20 - Church Matters Deadline  
June 27 - Outdoor Fellowship 
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