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TO 
EVERYTHING 
THERE IS A SEASON… 

A BRIEF GUIDE  
TO WILLS  
AND ESTATE PLANNING 

When is the season  
to write a will? 
The Bible speaks plainly and often about 
inheritance.  An inheritance is what we 
receive and also what we leave behind for 
others.  What we leave for others should 
reflect our lifelong stewardship and 
generosity.  One way to ensure this 
commitment is through a will and an 

estate plan.


Write a will as soon as you are 18 years 
old and own anything which could be left 
to others, then keep it updated as you go 
through life’s seasons.  Whatever you 
leave becomes someone’s inheritance.  
Family, friends, the church, or other 
charities could be blessed as a result of 
your thoughtful planning.
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Why have a will? How do I write my will? 
How do I write my will? 

Doing your homework first will save you time 
and expense.  Begin by making some lists:  


• Who are your dependents and heirs? 


• What is in your estate and what are your 
debts?


• Who (including charities) will inherit your 
estate?


• Who will be the Executor in charge of your 
estate?


• Who will be the Guardian for any minor 
children?  


Finally, take your lists to your legal advisor.*  
Your will is best written by an attorney familiar 
with the laws of your state of legal residence.  


A will gives instructions to your survivors on 
how to distribute everything you own – your 
estate – after your death.  Cars, stocks and 
other financial assets, cash, computers, a 
house plus other real estate, pets, 
photographs, all other personal property, 

etc., constitute your estate.  
Estates are often greater than 
we imagine in both number 
of items and value.  
Regardless of the size of an 
estate, a will is necessary 
and important.  Without a 
will, the distribution of 
everything you own and 

instructions for caring for minor children after 
parents have passed will be determined by 
the laws of your state of legal residence.


Who should have a will? 
Every person who is 18 or older needs a will.  
The will names and directs an executor to 
distribute the estate, and a guardian for a 
couple’s young children.  A grandparent may 
decide to leave an inheritance to 
grandchildren not yet born, as well as those 
now living.  Anyone charitably minded can 
provide for organizations that are personally 
meaningful. As life’s circumstances change, 
your will needs to be updated, and it needs 
to be reviewed at least every five years.


How can I include The 
Congregational Church 
of Middlebury, UCC in 
my will? 
State a specific dollar amount in your will 
or trust to go to the church.


State a percentage of your estate to go to 
the church after expenses are paid.


Give the residue of your estate by leaving 
to the church what remains after expenses 
have been paid and your survivors have 
received their inheritances.


For more information, the church’s 
pamphlet titled “Sample Language for a Gift 
through a Will or Trust” is available at the 
church or at www.midducc.org/giving.


*In May 2019, Pastor Andy Nagy-Benson 
notified The Congregational Church of 
Middlebury community that, “Due to 
streams of generosity and kindness running 
through our church, I am pleased to 
announce that arrangements have been 
made to ensure that a properly drafted will, 
written by an attorney, is financially possible 
for everyone in our congregation.”  Please 
contact Pastor Andy if you need this 
financial assistance. 


