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ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.

The Congregational Church of Middlebury, UCC  2 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753  
Church Offices, 30 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury VT 05753.     802-388-7634 

Continued on page 2

Publisher - Judy Albright

Editor - Elizabeth Davis

From the Senior Pastor
Rev. Andy Nagy-Benson

Ap
ril

 2
02

1 CHURCH 
MATTERS

Dear Church, 

As I prepare to embark on a four-
month sabbatical, I would like to 
briefly share some of what I hope 
this time away will hold for me and to 
share a few thoughts about our long-
awaited return to in-person church 
activities. 

My aspirations for the sabbatical 
consist of four paths. First, once I am 
vaccinated and it is deemed safe to 
travel, I hope to visit my parents, 

siblings, and friends whom I have not 
seen in far too long. Second, Andi Lloyd and I have been working on a book project since last 
summer, and I will dedicate ample time to writing and revising. Third, I will reflect on the many 
aspects of pastoral ministry and will develop strategies to serve our church more efficiently and 
effectively. And, lastly, I will rest and play and enjoy the spaciousness of time with my family.  

Regarding the ever-present question of when we’ll be able to resume in-person church activities, 
here’s what I can say in early April. The timing of our return to church will be informed by the 
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God’s Holy ‘And’, continued

Children and Youth 
Jennifer Smith, Director of Children and Youth Ministries


guidelines of the Vermont Health Department and CDC. Based on current information and 
projections, I have a sense that online worship will continue through the summer, supplemented 
by outdoor worship services, fellowship hours, and adult education groups during the warmer 
months. If I were to make an educated guess, I would say that there’s a strong likelihood of us 
being back together in early September. But, this may happen sooner or later based on variables 
yet unknown. 

I am currently assembling a task force that will monitor the evolving guidelines and develop a 
plan to resume in-person activities and worship. This group will meet for the first time in April and 
will complete its work when we gather in our sanctuary for worship. Before my sabbatical starts 
(April 17), I will introduce you to the task force and provide you with more details regarding their 
important work. 

As I prepare to step outside the daily rhythms of ministry, I want to express my deep appreciation 
for Pastor Elizabeth and the team of clergy (James Calvin Davis, Steve Jewett, Larry Jones, and 
Mark Orten) who will serve our congregation in my absence. I also want to thank you for this 
opportunity to move at a different pace and to replenish the well of creativity and energy. I will 
pray for you daily, and I would appreciate your prayers for my family and me. 

God be with you, 

Andy 

As the weather gets warmer and more vaccines are administered, my hope 
grows greater and my heart sings louder. It is with great optimism that I 
look toward the start of Church School next fall, praying deeply that it will 
finally be in person. I am moved by the dedication of our parents and 
children to stay connected to church in the different offerings available to 
them. Their perseverance is to be commended. As we all know, these are 
times like no other, and yet we still have faith that it will get better. We have 
not given in to the darkness; the light overcomes yet again. 

Pastor Elizabeth and I will meet with 8th-graders via Zoom on Tuesday, April 
13, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss next year’s confirmation class. It will be a time for 
the youth to ask questions, learn what the program will look like, and start 
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Music Notes 
Jessica Allen, Music Director


thinking about their intention to participate. We are excited to offer them an engaging and enriching 
program! 

Junior Youth Group met to talk about the meaning of family. We shared baby photos and played Family 
Feud. We are hoping that with the loosening of Covid restrictions and the warmer weather, we will soon 
be able to meet for some outdoor gatherings. 

Children’s Time via Zoom on Sunday mornings has gone very well. It is intended for children in grades K–
5. We meet for 20 to 30 minutes to check in with each other, hear a Bible story, and share prayers. We 
were meeting once a month, but at the children’s request, we are now meeting twice a month. It is such a 
joy to see and hear them! 

A Holy Week Scavenger Hunt has been planned for the week of March 28–April 4. Children interested in 
participating were sent a first clue in the mail to start their journey. From there, there are seven stops (all in 
Middlebury) at the homes of church members. Each home has an item to retrieve as well as a clue for the 
next day. When they complete the scavenger hunt, they receive an Easter goody bag. The intent of the 
activity is to help families walk through Holy Week together, one day at a time. Each clue has a scripture 
reading to help them understand the meaning of the items they are collecting. 

May the grace of God be with you, 

Jennifer 

As I walked from home to the church offices today, I could see crocus leaves 
beginning to peek up in our neighbor’s yard. I looked across the street and 
spied small mountains of dirty icy snow. The cool air smelled of thawing soil 
and sunshine. Ah! Spring! I breathed in the hope of new life unfolding around 
me. 

Some of you may remember that last year in our online Easter service, 
trumpeter Christopher Foster played a trumpet fanfare and duet (with himself, 
as many musicians tend to do these days). We were so grateful for it! As I 
began planning Easter music for this year, I wondered if something even 
more special could happen, and indeed it has. 

I am happy to announce that we will be blessed with the sounds of a brass quintet!  
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We will also have members of our choir singing this year, and will see some faces in our virtual choir 
anthems that we have not seen in quite some time. Some choir members that are fully vaccinated have 
been able to come record with me so that they can be included.  

Thanks be to God, and may we all be able to gather to participate in the fullness of the music of the 
season next Easter, together, in our Sanctuary. What a “Hallelujah Chorus” that will be. 

Jessica

Celebrate Earth Day with the Green Team! 

Earth Day, April 22, is a wonderful reminder of both the beauty 
of God’s good Earth and the vital role we each play in helping 
tend to its well-being. This year, we will observe Earth Day (and 
beyond!) within our church in the following ways. Won’t you join 
us? 

• The April 25th Sunday worship service—including the 
sermons for adults and kids, Sunday school, and music—
will focus on creation care.  

• We will encourage everyone to participate in our local Green Up Day on May 1st. Look for more 
details to come soon on this. 

• One rewarding (and delicious!) way to celebrate the fruitfulness of the earth and help reduce the 
greenhouse gases associated with commercial produce production is to grow your own veggies. 
To help you do that, in late May, we’ll be giving a free tomato seedling to each member of our 
congregation who wants one. We’ll have more details for you in the May newsletter, but in the 
meantime, if you’re an enthusiastic seed-starter who would be willing to raise a few extra tomato 
seedlings to donate to this project, please email Su Reid-St. John at sureidstjohn@gmail.com. 

• On a related note, Vermont Interfaith Power and Light (VTIPL) will be hosting Faith Climate Action 
Week, an online event, from April 16–25. The theme is “Sacred Ground: Cultivating Connections 
Between our Faith, our Food, and the Climate.” To learn more, visit vtipl.org. 

But why wait? You can celebrate Earth Day every day by continuing to find ways to use less single-use 
plastic in your life—even when our MIDDUCC Lenten Plastic Fast is over. You’ll find lots of creative ideas on 
our Green Team web page. 

Green Team: Celebrate Earth Day!
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Andy Nagy-Benson 
andy@midducc.org   

Elizabeth Gleich 
elizabeth@midducc.org  

Jennifer Smith 
jsmith@midducc.org  

Jessica Allen 
jallen@midducc.org  

Judy Albright 
office@midducc.org 

TBD 
buildingmanager@midducc.org 

James Davis 
jcdavis@middlebury.edu  

Jeff Buettner 
bue9ner@middlebury.edu 

Cathy Chase or Irene Zaccor 
treasurer@midducc.org 
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Prayer  

April 12, 19, 26, May 3 New Dates 

In April, Rev. Dr. Larry Jones will lead a four-part 
class on prayer, starting April 12 from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. over Zoom. Here are some things 
that will be covered: What is prayer? To whom 
do we pray? The occasions on which we pray 
and the types of prayer we use. Praying 
privately or with another. Who do we think we 
are praying with and for another person? 
Problems in prayer and the examples Jesus set. 

See more details on the website. 

American Liturgy  

May 10, 17, 24 

7:00 p.m. 

Theologian-in-residence 
James Calvin Davis will lead a 
three-part discussion of his 
new book, American Liturgy: 

Finding Theological Meaning in the Holy Days of 
US Culture, in May over Zoom. With the help of 
the wide-ranging essays in the book, we will talk 
about the relationship between faith and culture, 
exploring how the holidays of the secular 
calendar can be occasions for reflection on what 
it means to be both Christian and American. The 
class will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Mondays—May 10, 
17, and 24. 

American Liturgy is in stock now at Vermont 
Bookshop! Buying it there is a great way to help 
a local business during these rough times. Grab a 
copy now for plenty of time to read it ahead of 
the study. If you can’t go to the Vermont 
Bookshop, the book can also be ordered from 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, ChristianBook.com, 
and Bookshop.org. For e-book fans, American 
Liturgy is also available for both Kindle and Nook. 

Upcoming Adult Study Programs

April May

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85273368955?pwd=QVlkQW9rRkRGaXpqUy9uNEdubmpZZz09
https://www.midducc.org/activities/prayer
mailto:andy@midducc.org
mailto:elizabeth@midducc.org
mailto:jsmith@midducc.org
mailto:jallen@midducc.org
mailto:office@midducc.org
mailto:sexton@midducc.org
mailto:jcdavis@middlebury.edu
mailto:buettner@middlebury.edu
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85273368955?pwd=QVlkQW9rRkRGaXpqUy9uNEdubmpZZz09
https://www.midducc.org/activities/prayer
mailto:andy@midducc.org
mailto:elizabeth@midducc.org
mailto:jsmith@midducc.org
mailto:jallen@midducc.org
mailto:office@midducc.org
mailto:sexton@midducc.org
mailto:jcdavis@middlebury.edu
mailto:buettner@middlebury.edu
mailto:treasurer@midducc.org
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Who is The Rev. Thomas Abbott Merrill? 

Thomas Merrill was not the first pastor of what was originally called the Church of Christ in Middlebury. 
The church was organized in 1790 with the Rev. John Barnett as its first settled pastor. Barnett resigned in 
1795, discouraged, at least in part, by the bitter and apparently endless controversy over the location of a 
meeting house. The resolution of that conflict and Merrill’s acceptance of the Society’s call breathed new 
life into the church. On August 15, 1804, the Congregational Society of Middlebury decided at last, after 
fifteen years of discussion and disagreement, on the site of its meeting house. At the same meeting, it 
extended a call to Thomas Merrill, then twenty-five years old, to be its pastor. 

The Rev. Thomas Abbott Merrill served as pastor of the Congregational Church of Middlebury from 1805 
to 1842. On December 19, 1804, he was ordained and installed as the pastor. The ceremony was held in 
the courthouse in Middlebury. He resigned in 1842 but remained in Middlebury until his death in 1855.  

Thomas Abbott Merrill was born in Andover, Massachusetts. He was a sixth-generation Merrill, descended 
from Nathaniel Merrill (baptized in August 1549 in Suffolk County, England). Thomas was a graduate of 
Phillips Andover and Dartmouth, where he became a life-long friend of classmate Daniel Webster. 
Thomas graduated first in his class at Dartmouth in 1802; Daniel Webster was second. Thomas remained 
in Hanover, teaching and reading theology, until 1804, when he was appointed tutor at Middlebury 
College.  

For the rest of his life, he would continue his association with Middlebury, encouraging students 
interested in becoming ministers, and especially those who became missionaries. He was elected a 
trustee of Middlebury College at age 26 and was the youngest person ever to serve on the board until 
1971. For 37 years he was the pastor of the Congregational Church (the largest in Vermont when he 
retired), and for 49 years he was an influential college trustee. For ten years he was the Middlebury 
College treasurer. Rev. Merrill was awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree from Middlebury College in 1837. 
He compiled the first history of the town of Middlebury in 1841. 

Thomas Abbott Merrill married [1] Eliza Allen on 17 Jun 1812 in Bradford, VT, and [2] Lydia Boardman in 
Nov 1837 in Concord, NH. Parents of Thomas are Thomas Merrill and Lydia Abbott; parents of Eliza Allen 
are Rev. Jonathan Allen and Elizabeth Kent; parents of Lydia Boardman are Amos Boardman and Mary 
Lewis. 

Children: Allen (lawyer), Thomas (merchant), Henry (law student, teacher), Edward (physician), Eliza 
(homemaker), and Eliza (died young). Lydia remained in Middlebury until her death. Thomas, Eliza, and 
Lydia are buried in the Middlebury (West) Cemetery. Three of their children (Allen, Henry, and Edward) 
graduated from Middlebury College.  

Thomas Abbott Merrill was born 18 Jan 1780 in Andover MA and died 29 Apr 1855 in Middlebury. 

[1] Eliza Allen was born 1787 Bradford VT and died 6 Aug 1834 in Middlebury. 

From Our Church Historian
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[2] Lydia Boardman was born 1790 in S. Reading MA and died 3 Aug 1879 in Middlebury. 

Thomas and Eliza’s five children and Thomas and Lydia’s one child: 

[1] Allen Kent Merrill was born 12 Apr 1816 in Middlebury. He married Elizabeth Ann Hunter (born 
17 Oct 1835) about 1842, had two children, and lived and worked as a lawyer. He died Sept 27, 
1845 and is buried in Eufaula, AL. 

[2] Thomas Merrill was born 1818 in Middlebury. He was employed as a merchant in New Orleans, 
LA. He died 1857 and is buried in New Orleans. He never married. 

[3] Henry Merrill was born 1820 in Middlebury. He married Anna Muse (born 1825) in 1849 and had 
one child. He was a law student in New Orleans and died there in 1847.  

[4] Edward Merrill was born on 2 Jan 1823 in Middlebury. He married Laura M. Harriman (born 31 
Aug 1830) about 1845 and had five children. He was a physician/surgeon, established his practice 
in Waco, TX, died 19 Jun 1869, and is buried in Waco.  

[5] Eliza Ann Merrill was born 26 Nov 1826 in Middlebury. She married Henry Starr (born 26 Jul 
1815 in Middlebury) on 5 Apr 1857 as his second wife; they had two children. She died Mar 18, 
1890 and is buried with Henry in Burlington, IA. Henry was an attorney.  

[6] Eliza Merrill was born May 1835 and died in infancy. 

There is a stone marker in the Circle Garden honoring Rev. Thomas A. Merrill. This marker 
was first used to commemorate the replanting of a flourishing elm (Ulmus americana) in 
1839 from his residence to a spot about 27 feet north of the northeast corner of the church. 
The tree was damaged in a disastrous hurricane on Nov 25, 1950. The stone marker 
‘somehow’ reappeared in a pile of rubbish on the campus of the college, was found by Al 
Stiles, stored at his home, and finally returned to the church, being placed in the Circle 
Garden. 

Next month we’ll share the biography of Rev. Samuel G. Coe. 

Mal Chase, Historian 

THANK YOU to the Community Supper’s Angel Crew! Hugh McLaughlin , 
Tim Scribner, Larry Jones, and Cindy Jones have been faithfully coming two 
Friday evenings a month since June 2020 and before. They have made sure 
the kitchen is sanitized; all dishes, silverware, and pans are clean; and all 
knobs are OFF. Ruth Penfield and Doug McCain have been there as back-ups.  

Thank you all! 
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April Calendar 
Our church is closed during this COVID-19 crisis. However, our worship services can be watched live-stream 
on our Facebook page - www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC  or on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg . Services can be watched anytime afterward. Most of our meetings are being 
held via Zoom. 


For a detailed, up-to-date weekly calendar go to https://www.midducc.org/home/calendar 


Adult Study “Prayer” with Larry Jones  Mondays, April 12 - May 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Junior Youth Group   Tuesdays - 7:00 p.m. 
Staff meetings    Wednesdays - 11:00 a.m.  
MIDD Week Morning Prayer Service Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86541232696?pwd=bzRSMFJrM2dMSmdkMklDYTg4VkpmUT09 

Church Council   Second Wednesday of the month - 7:00 p.m. 
All Boards    Fourth Wednesday of the month - 7:00 p.m.  
Chancel Choir    Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Community Supper     Fridays - 5:00 p.m. (take out only) 

April 14 - Blood Drive 10:00 - 2:30 
April 20 - Church Matters Deadline  
	 	  

Member Spotlight… 

The Durst Family moved to Middlebury in 2014 as a family of three and 
officially joined the church in 2020 as a family of four. Michael teaches 
physics at the college and enjoys basketball and hikes with the family. 
Alison was a landscape architect and garden designer before moving to 
Vermont, and now gardens, knits, and collects recipes. Margaret (first 
grade) and Meredith (preschool) love art projects and dressing up. 
Together they explore the TAM and local swimming holes in the summer. 
Margaret and Meredith are looking forward to returning to church school, 
and everyone eagerly awaits in-person worship and fellowship again. 

http://www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.midducc.org/home/calendar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86541232696?pwd=bzRSMFJrM2dMSmdkMklDYTg4VkpmUT09
http://www.Facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.midducc.org/home/calendar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86541232696?pwd=bzRSMFJrM2dMSmdkMklDYTg4VkpmUT09
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April Birthdays

Alice Munson  April 03   Cathy Chase  April 16 
John Wallace  April 03   Gary Gillen  April 16 
Jim Robinson  April 05   Rihannon Ellison April 17 
Spencer Smith  April 05   Wendy Hollander April 17 
James Foster  April 07   Raymond Shute  April 17 
Jennifer Smith  April 07   Peggy Rush  April 19 
Robin Stattel  April 07   Betty Kaszuba  April 20 
Lisa Gates  April 08   Edith Olmstead  April 20 
Alexandra Bonavita April 10   Ginny Sinclair  April 21 
Abigail Gleason April 10   Rachael Nagy-Benson April 23 
Rick Marshall  April 10   Bob Milton Campbell April 24 
Anna Roy  April 10   Joyce Foster  April 25 
Jennifer Bleich  April 12   Neil Sinclair  April 25 
Jean Fifield  April 12   Gregor Kent  April 28 
Harper Hendy  April 12   Eva Andrews  April 29 

April Anniversaries
Tim & Wendy Hollander   April 1 

Happenings in Our Church! 

St. Patrick’s Day Social on Zoom - 
We had nine households for a total of fourteen people at the St Patrick's Day Zoom Social.   We were 
dressed in green, and some enjoyed green beer while we talked!   We learned some history of St. 
Patrick's Day and some fun facts about Ireland.  Gail and Michele asked trivia questions, and some of 
the attendees contributed questions, too.   There was lots of laughter, again! 

Easter Hat Contest  
The Board of Membership and Communications held an Easter Hat Contest at last month’s All Boards 
Meeting. The winners were Irene Zaccor and Mark Orten.  Their prizes are in the mail! 
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Star Word Poetry

Sensitivity in 2021 

These times are challenging 
There is no doubt about that. 
Which mask to wear? 
Do we get the shot? 
And can we go there yet? 

Through all this  
Our sensitivity to one another 
Gets lost along the way. 
All wrapped up inside 
Our closed off spaces 
It’s hard to see outside. 

Yet, God is there if we just look 
Walking beside us now. 

The love of God and the love neighbors 
Is what we’re called to be this day 
And every day in fact. 
For without love for all you see 
Our world can seem so drab. 

So take a moment, be silent, 
And hear God’s voice again, 
Calling out your name and saying 
Love them all, foe and friend 
And show compassion too. 
Peace can come and we can find 
A better world anew. 

Nancy Jakiela

Devoted to More  

The more I learn,  

the more I grow.  

The more I grow,  

the more I know.  

The more I know,  

the more I share.  

The more I share,  

the more I care.  

The more I care,  

the more I give.  

The more I give,  

the more I live.  

Jennifer Smith 

Discipline 

If, at the end of a day of doing, 
my "to do" list remains undone, 
I gaze at my Star Word, sighing. 

New resolve forms within me: 
Focus on results and action 
taken,  
not just on the word or the 
doing!  

Discipline.  

Ruth Penfield 



Solitude: An Unexpected Pandemic Gift 

Through Solitude find 
The 'inner cave of the heart,' 
'Spark of the Divine.' 

Tiffany Sargeant 



Star Word Art 

The staff would like to offer you 
the opportunity to share part of 
your star word journey with the 
church community in May as well. 
This time, create a piece of art 
using your word. Use paint, 
markers, pen, pencil or collage (to 
name a few choices). 

Photograph or scan your work 
and send your submission to Judy 
at office@midducc.org by the 20th of each month, and we will display it in the next month’s 
Church Matters. If you need any help with this, just call Judy!  

Discipline 
The art of practicing. 
Learning to listen. 
Listening to learn. 
Action. 

Passed the drama 
playing out on stage, 
notice the way  
the trees drop the frost 
like tears of joy 
under the thawing gaze 
of the sun. 

Train my ears  
on the call of the geese 
returning home. 
A distant brook singing, 
"you are not alone." 

Listen. 
Don't reach for the phone.  
Be now. 
Find your belief, relief. 
Find your peace. 
and Live it.  

Melissa Mae Bartley 



April 1 
7:00 p.m. 
Join us on Zoom for a service of word and sacrament. We will remember the Last 
Supper through the celebration of Holy Communion, followed by Tenebrae- a series 
of readings of Matthew's Passion. Bring something to eat and drink to share in Holy 
Communion together! 

Zoom link 

Meeting ID: 844 6439 0402 
Passcode: 635381 
Call in: 929-436-2866 

April 2 
7:00 p.m. 
Online premiere of “Requiem” by Gabriel Fauré 
7:00 p.m.  
  
This is the first public release of a commemorative recording made ten years ago in 
our sanctuary. It features the choir of The Congregational Church of Middlebury, 
UCC with additional community singers and a volunteer orchestra conducted 
by Jessica Allen. 
The online release will feature evocative photography by James P. Blair. 
Facebook 
YouTube 

April 4 
10:00 a.m. 

Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
Join us for our Easter Worship, celebrating Christ's resurrection. 

Facebook 
YouTube  

HOLY WEEK AT MIDDUCC

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84464390402?pwd=SU5mRG1GNGFYQklVK3hYZ1pqV2Jrdz09
https://www.facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84464390402?pwd=SU5mRG1GNGFYQklVK3hYZ1pqV2Jrdz09
https://www.facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg
https://www.facebook.com/MiddUCC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXVdSpmeMbib-gTuXu6rXg


THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF MIDDLEBURY, UCC 30 North Pleasant Street

Middlebury, VT 05753


Spring Cleaning with a  
Church Bazaar 2020 Purpose! 

WHAT: a furniture piece, a collectible, an item to be 
repurposed 

WHERE: advertise it on Front Porch Forum 

HOW: post a description, set a price, offer a photo, arrange a payment and pickup time 

WHY: to donate the proceeds of your sale to benefit our 2021 Bazaar Spring Project 

Co-chairs Ruth Penfield (ruthpenfield@gmail.com) and Judy Jessup (judyjessupvt@gmail.com) will gladly 
help with posting. 

Thank you so much! 
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