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Since January 2000, Solar Oven Partners (SOP) has equipped more than 

10,000 families with practical training in solar cooking and provided 

them with the appropriate technology to realize the amazing health, 

economic, and environmental benefits of harnessing the free energy of 

the sun. The ovens, built in workshops in North and South Dakota, are 

currently distributed in the Dominican Republic, Sierra Leone and in 

the Navajo Nations of Arizona.  

solarovenpartnersumc.org 

The Abundant Health initiative aims to increase participation across 

The United Methodist Church in health ministries. Engaging in health 

demonstrates to the world that the denomination strives for mental, 

physical and spiritual well-being across our global connection. 

Abundant Health also supports the General Board of Global Ministries 

Global Health focus of extending health interventions to one million 

children by 2020. 

umcabundanthealth.org 

http://www.solarovenpartnersumc.org
http://umcabundanthealth.org


 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responds to disasters 

in the United States and around the world by working with 

communities and local partners. When a disaster overwhelms a 

community’s ability to recover on its own, UMCOR provides essential 

relief supplies and supports long-term rebuilding efforts. While 

UMCOR is not a first-response organization, it stands ready to 

accompany communities in need over the long haul of their recovery 

until a “new normal” is established after a crisis. “Early in and last out” 

is a guiding principle of UMCOR. 

umcmission.org/areas-of-impact/#hunger 

. 

http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/901670


 

Sheltering in Love is the United Methodist Committee of Relief’s 

(UMCOR) world-wide response to the pandemic. Collaborations with 

health professionals, missionaries, disaster management coordinators 

and faith leaders have allowed for a global response to COVID-19 by 

Global Ministries and UMCOR. From the Philippines to Pennsylvania, 

Brazil to Burundi, peoples’ daily needs such as healthcare, food, 

hygiene and job security are being met. By equipping local churches, 

annual conferences and nonprofit organizations to be in mission with 

their communities, we as United Methodists are caring for one another 

and extending compassion to those left most vulnerable during this 

challenging time. Through the Sheltering in Love campaign and unit 

programming, UMCOR has awarded 230 grants totaling $2,329,785 and 

is committed to continued care and compassion in the fight against 

COVID-19. 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) distributes cleaning 

buckets, hygiene kits and school kits to places in need within the 

United States. To address international needs, UMCOR works with 

local United Methodist churches, ACT Alliance, ecumenical, and 

interfaith partners to respond to disasters. As part of a comprehensive 

disaster response strategy, UMCOR coaches these partners to purchase 

local materials that are appropriate to the context. This is consistent 

with best practices and accountability standards. 

umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies


 

Lack of access to healthy and nutritious food is a major factor in 

starvation and malnutrition around the world. UMCOR works with 

partners to improve farming and agricultural methods using eco-

friendly practices, increase crop diversity and yields, expand market 

access, improve food-storage facilities, and boost nutrition in 

vulnerable households and communities. UMCOR’s food security 

grants give special consideration to holistic programs that focus on 

subsistence and small-scale farmers, particularly women, keeping in 

line with international standards to eliminate global hunger. 

umcmission.org/areas-of-impact/#hunger 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/learn/our-work/hunger-and-poverty


 

Bakken Oil Rush Ministry is a foundational, caring outreach that helps 

people in Watford City, ND providing needed items through the thrift 

store. They also connect with the community through a quarterly 

gathering, bringing families together for a meal and devotional while 

also showing appreciation to volunteers. Annually they work in 

partnership with community supporters through the Comedy Café 

fundraising event which largely provides for their operational 

expenses. The ultimate ministry goal is to help people find a place 

where they feel cared for and where Watford City feels like home. 

oilrushministry.com 

Tree of Life Ministry (TOL) is a part of the working hands and feet of 

God to the Lakota Nation residing on the Rosebud Reservation serving 

body, mind, and soul. TOL feeds, clothes, shelters, and loves while 

demonstrating God’s love, power, and grace to a broken, hurting 

society. During the summer, volunteers work in the community 

repairing reservation homes. TOL also runs a Thrift Shop Boutique, 

food pantry and hot meal program, providing food, clothing and 

household items for the entire reservation. 

treeofliferelief.org/ 

https://www.dakotasumc.org/extending-impact/across-the-dakotas/bakken-oil-rush-ministry
http://www.treeofliferelief.org/


 

FIS Chaplaincy serves the students and staff of Flandreau Indian School 

by providing opportunities to encounter the hope and love of Christ. 

This faith-based, inter-denominational, charitable organization is 

financially independent from the school operation and is fully funded 

through donations from corporations, denominational entities, 

churches, civic groups and individuals. Thanks to that support, 

Flandreau Indian School Chaplaincy Program has continued an 

ongoing partnership with the Flandreau Indian School for over 75 

years. 

fischaplaincy.com 

http://www.fischaplaincy.com


 

Each summer many children, youth and adults from Asbury attend 

camp at one of three United Methodist camps in the Dakotas: Lake 

Poinsett Camp and Storm Mountain Camp in South Dakota and 

Wesley Acres in North Dakota. Asbury has a long-standing 

commitment to pay one-half the cost of one camp for each camper. In 

2019 we supported 55 children, youth and adults as they experienced 

the fun and fellowship of church camp. 

Two Wednesdays each month (March-November) Asbury women 

gather in the Fellowship Hall to sew flannel baby blankets for Tree of 

Life (TOL) Ministry in Mission, SD. The blankets are available to the 

community at TOL’s thrift shop and provide a warm welcome to babies 

born on the Rosebud Indian Reservation. 



 

The Banquet meal ministry was founded in 1985 starting with just one 

meal per week. They now serve 13 meals per week at two locations. 

The Banquet is a volunteer-based ministry, which means meals are 

paid for, prepared by, and served by volunteer groups who come from 

Sioux Falls and the surrounding area. 

thebanquetsf.org/  

The Bishop Dudley Hospitality House in Sioux Falls, SD offers daytime 

and overnight emergency shelter for the homeless and vulnerable. The 

facility’s overnight shelter provides a safe, secure and warm place for 

80 men, 20 women and 7 families each night. A wide range of other 

social service providers offer additional essential services aimed at 

providing a hand up to those in need. 

bdhh.org 

http://www.thebanquetsf.org/
http://bdhh.org


 

The Community Outreach (TCO) is an ecumenical non-profit that has 

existed in the Sioux Empire for nearly 40 years. TCO connects those in 

need to those who want to help through financial assistance, referrals 

and education. People in financial crisis may qualify once per year for 

rental, utility and transportation support after all public resources have 

been exhausted. TCO also offers financial literacy, goal setting and 

parenting education to at risk families. The Genesis Project provides 

adult mentoring to help those in need find or retain safe and affordable 

housing.  

thecommunityoutreach.org/ 

The mission of Feeding South Dakota is to eliminate hunger in South 

Dakota by developing hunger solutions in communities throughout the 

state, acquiring ample sources of food through donations and 

purchases, distributing food directly to clients and through hunger 

relief organizations, providing information and assistance to alleviate 

hunger and advocating at the state and federal level on behalf of the 

hungry. Their programs and services include the Backpack Program, 

Food Pantry, Mobile Food Pantry, Commodity Distribution Program 

and Food Bank. 

feedingsouthdakota.org/ 

http://thecommunityoutreach.org/
http://www.feedingsouthdakota.org/


 

Food To You Mobile Food Pantry is a way to get groceries and 

household items to those who need them on a weekly basis by 

distributing them in the neighborhoods after daytime work hours. The 

Mobile Food Pantry is sponsored as a service in the Sioux Falls area by 

Charis Ministry Partners, a non-profit organization of thirteen local 

congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The 

Mobile Food Pantry, with truck, driver and supplies from the South 

Dakota Food Bank, distributes groceries and personal products from 

6:00–7:00 p.m. the first four Thursdays of every month. 

Laura Wilder Elementary, located across the street from Asbury, has 

been designated our Signature Ministry. Our goal is to build 

relationships with the Laura Wilder staff, the students and their 

families by sharing Christ’s love in tangible ways. During the school 

year we provide volunteers for various school events and activities 

along with funds for Scholastic Book Coupons, taxi rides, gas cards and 

meals for the staff. 



 

Lunch Is Served, Inc. is a nonprofit with the unique mission of 

delivering simple sack lunches for working men and women who are 

attempting to break the chains of poverty and hunger. The offering of 

free brown bag lunches represents more than simple nutrition. Each 

lunch bag symbolizes a serving of community encouragement and 

support created by volunteers and donations.  

lunchisserved.org 

Necessities for Neighbors is a program sponsored by Charis Ministry 

Partners, a non-profit organization of thirteen local congregations of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. This program provides 

those in need with household items: laundry detergent, diapers and 

wipes, toilet paper and feminine hygiene products. Necessities for 

Neighbors takes place at Peace Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls on the 

first Sunday of every month from 3:00–4:00 p.m. and at First Lutheran 

on the third Tuesday of the month from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

http://www.lunchisserved.org


 

Nightwatch Canteen is an effort of area congregations to provide food 

to those in need in Sioux Falls. Churches include Asbury United 

Methodist Church (UMC), Celebration UMC, First Lutheran, First 

UMC, Gloria Dei Lutheran, Good News Church, Harrisburg UMC, 

Hilltop UMC, Southern Hills UMC, Sunnycrest UMC and Wesley 

UMC. Each Sunday evening, when other agencies are closed, a group 

prepares a meal and distributes the food at two locations in the 

downtown area. Anyone is welcome to stop by and pick up a meal. 

Food is also distributed in the Hayward Elementary neighborhood on 

Monday evenings. During 2020 Asbury prepared and served a meal on 

six Sunday evenings.  



 

The St. Francis House is a homeless shelter in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota, providing an ecumenical ministry to the homeless. People of 

all races, genders and creeds are welcomed at the St. Francis House for 

emergency and transitional housing. The ministry operates on a “hand 

up” rather than a “hand out” approach for the homeless. Program 

services have increased from the original 48 beds to current services of 

beds for 34 men, 46 women, and 7 families. The St. Francis House has 

expanded from its one meal a day, five day stay maximum to the 

current three-leveled transitional housing program. The St. Francis 

House is a place where the homeless can come to find recovery and 

support. Various organizations and individuals throughout Sioux Falls 

have helped the St. Francis House become a strong, safe, and stable 

home. As the ministry continues to grow, the St. Francis House will 

continue to lend a helping hand to those in need. 

stfrancishouse.com 

Samaritan’s Feet shares hope with children in the U.S. and around the 

world by washing their feet, giving them a new pair of shoes and 

helping them believe that their dreams can come true. Samaritan’s Feet 

believes that a new pair of shoes can be a tangible foundation of hope 

to a person in need. Each August, Asbury partners with local churches 

and organizations to give away shoes to Sioux Falls children. 

samaritansfeet.org 

http://www.stfrancishouse.com
http://www.samaritansfeet.org
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