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The purpose of this quarterly report is 

two-fold: first, to review the last few 

months of our life together, and second, 

to look forward to the months ahead.   

As we look back we remember that not 

too long ago we began the year with 

great challenges ahead of us.  We have 

begun to live into the reality of our financial shortfall for 

2016.  Considerable changes to our budget have come to 

pass, the most profound of which we see through the tran-

sition of our beloved Assistant Rector and his family.  And 

even though we celebrate the wonderful call with which 

God has blessed the Cannadays, there is certainly a part 

of us that grieves that we had to let them go.  

 

 More than a few of you have asked me over the last 

several weeks questions like, “Where do we go from here?”  

And unquestionably, the answer is “Forward.”  We have 

been blessed immeasurably through Fr. Brian’s ministry, 

and through his ministry we have been strengthened in 

numerous ways.  Now is our time to utilize those 

strengths for the glory of God and the benefit of His     

people.  A good image might be that of physical exercise.  

Each of us works out and develops our spiritual muscles 

year after year.  Now is the time to put those muscles to 

work as leaders in God’s holy church.  Now is the time to 

consider your call as a follower of Jesus Christ to take a 

step forward and minister to God’s people.  Now is the 

time to “Go...and make disciples of all nations,          

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all 

that [Jesus has] commanded...” (Mat 28:19-20 ESV) 

      

And that is precisely what we will do. 



 If you look back at the front cover of this summary you’ll be 

reminded that our purpose as followers of Jesus Christ and   

members of St. Helena’s is to love God, love our neighbor, and 

make disciples.  You’ll also be reminded that the things we value 

most in our family are Faith, Service, Leadership, Connections, 

and Transformation.  Each of us always has a role to play in living 

into that purpose and    living out those values.  There are four 

main ways we do that as a church, and we’re striving toward goals 

in every area for the rest of this year: 

 

Worship—Because God is worthy or our praise, thanks and     

adoration, we join together with open hearts to worship him.  Our 

goal for 2016 is to amend the things that hold us back or stand in 

our way, that we might truly worship him in all his glory.  How 

can you help others worship?  What can help you?  

 

Education—Because none of us this side of the resurrection 

reaches completeness in our understanding of God, and     because 

we are changed through studying His Word, we will offer more 

and more opportunities to deepen our faith and understanding.  

How is God telling you to get involved?    

 

Fellowship—Because we are designed to be interdependent and 

called to be one body in Jesus Christ, the ways we minister to one 

another are critical to our health and wholeness.  What will it 

take for you to know you’re wanted and needed as part of St.   

Helena’s?  What will help you accept the       invitation to be full 

and active part of His body?    

 

Reaching Out—Because we have received the greatest gift of all 

time, God’s gift of love in our hearts, we can’t help but want to 

share that gift with others.  How can you do that through the rest 

of this year?  How is God calling you to bless others as He has 

blessed you?   

 

 Your answers to the questions above will absolutely direct 

where we go from here.  The time really is now.  We really are 

prepared, and you really are needed.  May God bless us to be the 

family He’s called us to be, and truly live into His joy, His peace, 

and His wholeness in moving Forward.   
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Dear St. Helena’s Family, 

 

       As we transition to St. Christopher’s in League City, 

Crystal, Hailey Grace, and I want to take a brief moment 

to say thank you for several things.  

 

Thank you for your love. You welcomed 

us into this community immediately, 

offering care and support in all things 

as we moved from Sewanee in 2014. 

You brought us into your fold and      

invited us to be a part of your family 

without hesitation. Your fellowship and 

warmth helped us to feel right at home 

from the first day we arrived.  

 

 



Thank you for your trust. You trusted us 

with the responsibility of being a     

member of this family. You trusted us to 

walk with you in your walk with Christ. 

You trusted us to worship with you, to 

grow with you, cry with you, and laugh 

with you. You trusted us by inviting us 

to be a part of your lives.  

 

 

Thank you for your accountability. You called us to action, to 

live the Mission of the Church in this congregation and   

community, spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ 

throughout the world. You affirmed God’s call on us to be a 

clergy family, responsible for being a witness to the          

sacramental life of The Church.  

 

Thank you for your witness. You 

have taught us what it means to 

l i v e  o u t r e a c h ,  m i s s i o n ,              

fellowship, discipleship, study, 

and Gospel truth. You helped 

form us as a clergy family, and 

because of this formation, the 

Holy Spirit called us to serve in League City.  

 

Our hearts are full of thanks. It is with 

these full hearts that we say so long for 

now. You have been a blessing to us all. 

You will be missed.  

 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Brian+, Crystal, and Hailey Grace 
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Remember, our vestry leaders are the folks you have 

elected not only to exercise the business of the church 

throughout the year, but to seek God’s vision and give di-

rection to our family.  If you have questions, comments, 

concerns, or creative thoughts about how we can develop 

as a congregation, and if you’d like to serve on the vestry 

beginning this Fall, make sure you contact one of your 

vestry leaders.  We need thoughtful leaders like you! 

Vacant 



 Plate     $   71,733.77 

 Pledges    $ 340,040.10 

 Facilities    $     3,330.00 

 Special Gifts    $   39,784.00 

 Rent (Hill House)   $     7,200.00 

 SHEEP    $     4,400.00 

Total Revenues    $ 466,487.87 

Total Expenses    $ 479,700.01 

 

Net surplus (deficit)   $ (13,212.14) 

 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2016 $  655,418

 Pledges and Gifts paid to Debt $    35,594 

 Endow. Income paid to Debt $      5,551 

 Payments from Operating (P&I) $    45,720 

     

Total Debt Remaining   $  588,114  ↓10.3% 

 

Development Pledges Remaining  $  121,475 

 

** Debt Refinance between now and July 2017 ** 
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 As you review the financial summary on the previous 

page you’ll notice we have deficit as of June 30.  This is very 

much to be expected as you will also remember that we 

passed a deficit budget for 2016 due to a significant reduc-

tion in pledges from the previous year.  Several members 

have stepped into that financial gap and we are truly 

thankful for those special gifts over and above your annual 

pledge.  Our hope is to realize increased giving through our 

Sunday offering and new membership between now and the 

end of the year.  To date we are on track to end the year on 

budget (-$46,000).  Any additional major maintenance is-

sues would directly affect that bottom line.  

   You will also, however, notice an excellent change to 

our debt on the previous page.  Through the first 6 months 

of 2016 we have reduced the principle of our debt by just 

over 10%!  This is due to the affect of our monthly 

“mortgage” payment, available interest from endowments 

that can be used to pay down debt principle, and the gifts 

many of you have pledged toward paying down our debt.  

It’s worth noting that we will be refinancing our debt be-

tween now and July 2017.  The more we pay down, the less 

we refinance, and the less we refinance, the lower our 

monthly payment becomes out of our budget.  I.e., the more 

we get BACK into the budget to do ministries.  So if you’ve 

already pledged toward our development goals and have the 

ability this year to pay that pledge off early—GREAT!  And 

if you have not pledged to pay down the debt now would be 

an excellent time to make that gift.  It truly will bless our 

financial position for the long run. 

 All things considered we are stable, but we need to 

keep working together and finish this year with strength 

and confidence.  May God bless us to do that, and help us to 

continue being the best stewards of all He’s given us. 

     

       Patrick + 
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2016 Youth Mission Trip 
 

                

 

            

           Our youth returned from their 4th mission trip to 

the Oglala Lakota Sioux Reservation in Pine Ridge, South 

Dakota. Under the leadership of Matt Boutte, Ben       Ad-

am, Harry Snyder, Collin Sawyer, Yvette Dralle, Beth Ad-

am, and Dawn McLendon, our youth served many people 

in Pine Ridge. 

 

           One team of youth and adults worked at a small 

church in Manderson where they began construction on an 

amphitheater for the church to gather to hear the Word of 

God and host music gatherings. 
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            Another team replaced the insulation and siding on 

a trailer so that the couple living there could better endure 

the harsh South Dakota winters. 

 

            One group worked just off the reservation in the 

town of White Clay, which sadly sells alcohol to the Lakota 

people.  There they helped demolish interior walls and 

begin work to create a resource center for the Lakota peo-

ple to come for assistance.  At this site, they had profound 

interactions with many community members. 

 

            Still another team worked with Hands of Faith 

Ministry finishing a project, then served a beautiful        

elderly woman named Ruby.  They helped weed her large 

overgrown garden and repair things around her home.  

 

            We especially enjoyed seeing many of our Lakota 

friends from the previous years in Pine Ridge,           espe-

cially, Theresa, Juvia, Dulce, Peggy and Hope. One of the 

most powerful moments of our trip was meeting the priest 

from Messiah Episcopal Church in Wounded Knee.  Father 

Harold Eaglebull shared his vision for the small congrega-

tion, and we are excited to sister up with that church in 

the future.  

 

            Thank you for all of your prayers during our trav-

els, our work and emotional highs and lows. 

 

Dawn McLendon 

Children, Youth, and Family Minister 
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             St. Helena’s welcomed 172 children to our campus as 

we traveled to imaginary towns in Spain, Italy, England, Scot-

land and Ireland.  The focus of our summer time together was 

to study five saints and how they had lived their lives seeking 

God. 

 

             Great thanks to our teachers: Rose Nelson, Courtney 

Mays, Danielle Berlin, Viva Mae Schwarz, Haley Hallmark, 

Mari Garcia, Kynleigh Etter, Amanda Wiedmann, Kathy  

Ward, Karen Medina, Liz Copeland, Dana Riggs, Dawn Allen, 

Nancy Bradley, Matthew McLendon, Olivia Lipe, Lindee 

Fiedler, and Eric Koehler!   Thank you too to the 24 teens who 

assisted in so many ways.  We couldn’t have done it without 

you!   

             As an outreach project the classes collect new clothing 

so that local children in need could have a new set of clothes 

for the first day of school. 
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              Sunday school is still going strong this summer for 

children.   

We are dedicating our time to serving others throughout 

the long, lazy summer days.  

 

              Our children began in June by learning about 

“Sole Hope’s” efforts to provide shoes for the children in 

Uganda who have “jigger,” a parasite, infested feet.  We are 

gathering old blue jeans to help cut the pieces to make 

shoes for these children.   

 

              Next the children made “birthday boxes” to deliver 

to Hill Country Family Services.  These boxes provide all 

the basics to throw a birthday party for a child in need. 

 

              The children began July by making “no sew” baby 

blankets for the Hill Country Pregnancy Center.   

 

              Thanks to Pam Boutte, Cindy Erickson, and Rose 

Nelson for helping with our summer Sunday school pro-

gram. 

 

 

 

Dawn McLendon 

Children, Youth, and Family Minister 
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Blessings in a Backpack  (1st Sunday)  

 

Fresh Fruits &Vegetables  (2nd Sunday) 

 
 

...Held a clothing Drive for Hill Country  

Family Services: 375 Pounds of Clothing 

Collected 

 
 

 
 

...Participated in the ground 

breaking ceremony for the      

Diocese of West Texas Habitat 

for Humanity build— Kerrville. 
 

 
 

 
Joined in on the Hill Country Pregnancy Care Center Top 

Golf Event raising $1500 from St. Helena’s 
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...Hosted a “Threads of 

Blessing” sale on campus 

raising $3000 from  St. 

Helena’s for talented crafts-

women in Honduras,    

Mexico, and Uganda 
 
 

 
...raised about $500 (plus several 

private donations) and a         

suburban full of medical supplies 

for Child Legacy efforts to help 

the people of     Malawi receive 

proper medical treatments.  

 

 

 

...participated alongside St. Peter’s, Rockport in “Fishin’ 

for Mission”.  $8500 was raised to provide solar lights to 

families in Chiapas, Mexico. 

  

...participated in the Hill Country Mission for Health golf 

tournament contributing over $1000 toward their fund 

raising efforts which go toward providing free health care 

to Kendall County residents.  (and if you’d like to see the 

1st place Trinity Trophy make sure you come by the       

office...Fr. Patrick will be more than happy to show it to 

you!)  
 

Karen Short 

Outreach Committee Chairman 
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