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The purpose of this quarterly report is two-

fold: first, to review the last few months of 

our life together, and second, to look for-

ward to the months ahead.   As we look back 

we remember that not too long ago we be-

gan the year with great challenges ahead of 

us.  We were beginning to come to grips 

with a tremendous financial shortfall, which would mean con-

siderable changes to our budget.  We were also still dealing 

with something of a hangover from 2015, throughout which we 

engaged in deep theological discussions that challenged our 

most deeply seated beliefs.  And even though we may believe 

“what doesn’t kill us makes us stronger”, that phrase offers lit-

tle comfort when your emotions are laid bare for all to see.   

 

But then… we began a new year.  And even though this year 

holds the same promise as the last or any year, perhaps we are 

slightly more able or open to see it as the sun begins to rise on 

this new day ahead of us.  We have been through significant 

challenges together, and we are coming out the other side.  We 

are stronger as a family for walking together and sticking it 

out.  We realize in new and profound ways that we do not all 

agree with one another on each and every issue, AND by the 

grace of God we actually can love one another anyway.  Real, 

pure, and true love resides in us at a place much deeper than 

our emotions and feelings on any given day.  Love is the abso-

lute bedrock on which we stand, unshaken by the winds of cha-

os that beg our thoughtless reactivity.  And this love will bind 

us together come hell or high water between this world and the 

next.   

 

And even though we still have healing, and reconciliation, and 

work to do, it’s time for us to remember who we are, 

whose we are, and spend the bulk of our effort living into 

our call to love God, to love our neighbors as we love 

ourselves, and make disciples.  And that’s precisely 

what we’re going to do from here on out. 



It’s safe to say that through our recent troubles it’s been 

hard to remember or discern who we are.  We’ve had our fair 

share of identity crises in recent years.  And when that hap-

pens you look to your rector and leadership to listen for 

God’s direction, proclaim his vision, and lead you toward 

that vision.  But to do that we have to know who we are.  Not 

who we were in prior years, though that remains a steadfast 

part of who we are and influences who we will become in the 

days to come.  But who we are today…all of us…together…

children of God…faithful followers of Jesus Christ…indwelt 

by the Holy Spirit. 

 

And who we are is this…a people who hold Faith, Service, 

Connections, Leadership, and Transformation as our 

highest values.  Everything we do as a family and the body 

of Christ washes through these filters.  Every ministry we 

offer, every worship service, every outreach, every Christian 

education opportunity…absolutely everything we do seeks to 

hold these values in highest regard.  Ministries that do, we’ll 

be all about, and those that do not, we’ll ask how we need to 

change them so they can.  Ministries that still don’t we’ll let 

be, asking God to help us focus on his leading forward.   

 

Knowing who we are and living into our identity and calling 

will necessarily bring change as we head toward our goal,  

and our goal is this: by the year 2025 we will deepened 

and double our relationships, both with God and each 

other.  Imagine the depth of your personal relationship with 

God doubling over the next ten years.  Now imagine the pro-

found ministry at work through St. Helena’s as the depth of 

every other member is doubled as well.  Still further, imag-

ine twice as many members in our family, and each of those 

members committed to a deep, meaningful, and ever-

developing relationship with God the Father.  That’s what 

church ought to look like.  That’s who we are.  That’s where 

we’re going.  And may God bless us to blow past our wildest 

expectations as we seek to glorify him in all we do. 
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Remember, our vestry leaders are the folks you have 

elected not only to exercise the business of the church 

throughout the year, but to seek God’s vision and give di-

rection to our family.  If you have questions, comments, 

concerns, or creative thoughts about how we can develop 

as a congregation, make sure you contact one of your 

vestry leaders so we can add your thoughts to the dis-

cussion of how we need to develop and grow as a family. 

Vacant 



 Plate     $   48,585.95 

 Pledges    $ 176,616.44 

 Facilities    $     2,370.00 

 Special Gifts    $   23,034.00 

 Rent (Hill House)   $     3,600.00 

 SHEEP    $     2,640.00 

Total Revenues    $ 256,846.39 

Total Expenses    $ 239,974.23 

 

Net surplus (deficit)   $   16,872.16 

 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2016 $  655,418

 Pledges and Gifts paid to Debt $    16,456 

 Endow. Income paid to Debt $      4,093  

 Payments from Operating (P&I) $    23,200 

     

Total Debt Remaining   $  618,866    ↓6.6% 

 

Development Pledges Remaining  $  144,264 

 

** Debt Refinance between now and July 2017 ** 
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 As you can see on the preceding page, we have a posi-

tive balance as of the end of the first quarter.  You will re-

member that as of January 1st, 2016 we were facing a po-

tential deficit of just over $150,000.  Several members of-

fered one-time gifts over and above their annual pledge that 

made up $76,000 of that shortfall.  Our present surplus is 

largely a result of these members making these onetime 

gifts. 

   After further severe but necessary cuts, in February 

our vestry passed a budget that assumes a deficit of $46,000 

by the end of this year.  Our greatest hope, and our step of 

faith, is that we will both manage our expenses, and engage 

and develop as a family between now.  This is absolutely 

possible if we are truly living into our call as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  But the simple fact remains, we need eve-

ryone’s participation in every aspect of the life of the church 

if we are to meet that goal. 

  

 There are also a few extra budgetary expenses that 

have and will affect us in the short run.  We have had to re-

place the AC in our Annex building, 2 compressors in the 

Great Room, as well as repair the AC in the Crown Room.  

We also have major repairs necessary in and around the 

church office.  Even so, we are managing these expenses in 

the best ways possible.  Some years are just tougher than 

others.  Needless to say, every gift you are able to make in 

addition to your pledge is greatly appreciated.   

  

 Our financial goals for the coming year remain the 

same: stabilize our budget, develop our income to at least 

offset the one-time gifts that are supporting our ministries 

this year, continue to pay down our debt, and continue to be 

excellent stewards with all our gifts toward God’s ministry 

in and through St. Helena’s. 

       Patrick + 
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January ushered in a new curriculum focus for  our 

Children’s Sunday .  PreK & Kinder, under the leadership 

of Rose Nelson and Cindy Erickson,  began to study the 

miracles of Jesus.  The 1st & 2nd  graders, joined Pam 

Boutte and  Kristina Horwath as they explored the Para-

bles Jesus uses to reach us.  3rd- 5th grade is led by Jamie 

Holmes, Courtney Chisholm, and Kathy Ward.  They have 

been studying the Gospel authors.  

 

Continuously growing, after school on Wednesday, 

1st-3rd graders meet for SHINE and 4th & 5th graders gath-

ered for Rock Solid.  SHINE time is dedicated to Bible 

study, games, and art that explore scripture.  Rock Solid 

kids spend time in Bible study, activities and discussion as 

we walk with them in the exploration phase of their faith 

walk. These after school programs create a home for many 

children whose families don’t attend any church at all.  

These “church homeless” children recently shared that 

they think of St. Helena’s as their church. 

 

Holy Week provided a new experience for the kids 

this year.  Under the talented leadership of Meredith Stur-

lin and Dawn Allen, the children gathered on Joyous Sat-

urday, to paint pots and plant flowers to decorate the cam-

pus for the Easter Celebration.   

 

For the whole church we hosted a Christian Seder 

on Maundy Thursday.  Thanks to the many cooks and 

hands who made that all come together.   

 

Dawn McLendon 

Children, Youth, and Family Minister 
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St. Helena’s 6th -12th youth ministry continues to 

thrive.  In the beginning in January the Youth Sunday 

school began an 8 week lectionary series facilitated by  

Bryce Boddie where lessons were planned by individual 

teens. 

  

On Monday mornings, bright and early at 7:45 

middle schoolers from Boerne Middle School North, 

Boerne Middle School South, and homeschoolers meet for 

breakfast and Bible study in the youth house.  Dawn 

McLendon and Kelly Mann lead this group of dedicated 

group of kids. 

  

Our interns for middle school youth, Carlie Aguilar 

and Andrew Snyder, continuously lead our middle school 

kids and the friends that they bring to middle school each 

week.  They eat, fellowship and study together.  This 

spring they reached out to the Altar Guild to host an ice 

cream social to show the Altar Guild their appreciation 

for their.  Sharron Welch has connected with some of the 

teens to support their interest in understanding the role 

of the Altar Guild and possibly joining.  

 

Youth confirmation class was held early in the 

spring.  Youth gathered weekly to prepare for their confir-

mation.  Thanks to Michael Horwath for co-leading the 

class with Dawn. Thank you to Melanie Etter, Leanne 

Boddie, Tommy Mathews, Collin Sawyers, and Michael 

Sturlin for mentoring our young confirmands.   

  

High school youth group meets on Wednesday eve-

nings.  It is led by Collin Sawyers and Dawn McLendon. 

This spring the topic of prayer and a prayer-filled life has 

been a major focus.   The high school teens are blessed to 

be served by some dynamic cooks.  Kathy Mann continues 
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to coordinate the efforts to feed the teens. Thank you to all 

who feed these hungry teens.    

 

Our high school girls retreated to the Rockport home 

of Tommy and Dana Mathews in February.  They spent 

time kayaking, fishing, eating, praying, writing, laughing, 

and learning how to destress their teenage lives.  Thanks to 

the adult leaders Yvette Dralle, Carol Gish and Dana 

Mathews for helping Dawn create a fun and powerful expe-

rience.  

  

Having made the decision to return to the Lakota 

Sioux Reservation in Pine Ridge, South Dakota in the sum-

mer of 2016, the youth have begun their fundraising.  They 

have raised just over $850 of the $3,000 they will need.  

Their next fundraising project will be the design and sell-

ing of Christian t-shirts. 

 

The first Sunday in April was “Youth Sunday.”  The 

teens pulled out all the stops by serving in worship at all 

three services.  From ushers to lay readers, to acolytes, 9:00 

music  and more, they led the congregation.  We were 

proud of Kynleigh Etter, Meghan Lovett, and Haley Hall-

mark for their spirit-filled sermons.  

       Dawn 

 

    

Each week we stay in contact with our young adults 

in the first years of work or college.  We send them scrip-

ture messages and keep them updated on the life of the 

church.   

       Dawn 
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The school year has flown 

by.  In addition to all the 

daily learning activities in 

the classrooms the children 

have enjoyed numerous 

field trips and special 

days.  On November 12th 

we took all of the blocks the 

school owned and dumped 

them out upstairs!  All of the children joined together 

to construct amazing towers, buildings, roadways, and sym-

metrical structures!  We ended November with parent/

teacher conferences and a Thanksgiving Feast.   

      December at SHEEP went by quick!  The children 

walked to Shabby Palette to paint canvases for their parents 

for Christmas.  We had a special Christmas Family Break-

fast for our parents and grandparents.  The kinder children 

played the hand bells and all the children sang Christmas 

songs.   

      Our Shepherds (parent group) have monthly pizza 

lunches as a fundraiser.  They also hosted a larger fundrais-

er and raised enough money to buy the school a new lamina-

tor!   

       We hosted over 

30 people for Open House 

where potential families 

came to learn about our 

school.  Registration began 

on a cold day in February 

with people who had 

camped out overnight.   

       Father Brian has a 

special chapel service 

monthly with Holy Eucha-
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rist.  Over 100 people are typically served communion at 

these services.  We love the songs Father Brian has taught 

us in chapel!  Every time Father Brian talks all the chil-

dren listen intently.   

       February was filled with love at our Valentine Pizza 

Lunch.  We also had Circus Day where the Silver Starlette 

twisted and twirled from a silk scarf as tall as the Great 

Room ceiling.  Our 2 and 3 year old classes visited McKen-

na Children's Museum in New Braunfels.  In March the 

children made dog bones for the dogs in shelters.  We fo-

cused on Stations of the Cross and had a small Easter Egg 

Hunt after school.  The kinder children did science projects 

at home.  They enjoyed teaching the younger students 

about their projects.  March was ended with our first ever 

Rodeo Day!  Everyone got to ride a horse, pet a chicken and 

see a 2 week old pig wearing a tutu and tiara!   

       April is always a favorite month because we have 

Problem Solving Week.  All of the toys are removed from 

all of the classrooms.  In their place are boxes, paper, rub-

ber bands, tape and much more.  The children have to cre-

ate their own toys.  Art, music, and movement were also 

"without supplies."  Children created flowers in art class 

from recyclable materials.  In movement each child had to 

find their own object to use to kick or hit with.  At first it 

was a challenge but they soon realized it was fun to kick 

milk jugs and use water bottles to 

hit boxes like golf.  For music they 

made their own instruments to prac-

tice playing with the rhythm of a 

song.   

       May will fly by as well.  Gradua-

tion is on May 26th at 

10:00am.  SHEEP will celebrate the 

year at Kiddie Park on Tuesday the 

24th where we have rented the 

whole park.  
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       Summer registration is going on now.  Mom's Monday 

will be available for children to come play with friends and 

the staff will spend the summer planning for next 

year.  Next school year a committee will begin planning for 

a big celebration the following year because it will be our 

10th year! 

 

Adult Sunday School - Fr. Brian+ 

 

In looking back at the last few months, we’ve had two of-

ferings for adults at Sunday School hour.  

  

In January and February, we focused on a study of spiritu-

al disciplines. We explored different spiritual disciplines 

that can be engaged in to assist in finding a more in-depth, 

sacred season of Lent, using the book “Celebration of Disci-

pline”, by Richard J. Foster.  

 

During these same months, Fr. Patrick led an 8 week New-

comers Class, through which we welcomed 6 new active 

members to the St. Helena’s Family. 
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In April we started a class called, “Simply Christian - 

Why Christianity Makes Sense”, A DVD series based on 

the book by N.T. Wright. This class “offers a 

fresh  presentation of the timeless truths of  Christianity, 

making the case that faith is reasonable and rewarding 

for us today.” It is currently ongoing and will end mid-

June.     

 

Adult Wednesday Studies and Ministry 

Fr. Brian - This Spring there were 16 adults who partici-

pated in a 12 week survey of the Old Testament. This 

course will be followed by a 12-13 week class on a study of 

the history of Christian worship or church history, and 

will begin in late August.  

  

Yahweh Sisters -  is a women’s  group that shares fel-

lowship and a love of scripture. They 

meet Wednesday nights at 6:30 on the stage.  Their next 

bible study will be " Breath- The Life of God in Us" by 

Beth Moore. Yahweh Sisters have met continuously for 

several years and completed more than 16 studies from 

various authors.  All women are welcome. Bible experi-

ence not required. ;) 

—Over the 1st quarter of 2016 our  

Men’s Bible Study has averaged 22 men meeting each 

Thursday at 7:00am in the Annex.  Having concluded a 

study of Matthew’s Gospel they have moved into the Book  

of Daniel.  Lively and though provoking discussion is al-

ways on tap and an excellent way to start your day.  Cler-

gy are usually in attendance to help us dig deeper along  

our faith journey.  Call Dre Beesley 210.316.1921 for 

more information. 
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All year long our Altar Guild, Acolytes, Lay Readers, Ush-

ers, Welcome Ministry, 9:00 Worship Team, 11:00 Choir, 

and our Lay Eucharistic Visitors have worked tirelessly 

to provide opportunities for each of us to engage in holy 

and life-giving ways.  This Spring Fr. Brian has also gath-

ered together a Prayer Team to intercede for your healing 

and wholeness during each of our Sunday services. Please 

make sure to thank all our brothers and sisters who faith-

fully serve God in this church.  Please also consider join-

ing them in the service of God and His people for the com-

ing year.  

Adult Choir -  One of the greatest blessing to our family 

over the last year has been the gifted husband and wife 

duo of Mr. Whit and Dr. Susan Matteson who lead our 

choir and music at the 11:00 service.  Their passion and 

dedication is pouring out into additional offerings that 

you need to know about: 
 

 May 29 - Memorial Day Requiem Mass @ 3:30pm 
 

 And Coming Soon... “(St.) Helena’s Bells!” 

 

…………………………….. 


