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Second Sunday of Advent
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Our Mission:
We, the Family of St. Helena’s,
Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
Welcome all God’s Children to
Grow with us in Grace and
Proclaim the Good News of Jesus
Christ.
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Welcome to St. Helena’s Episcopal Church & School
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. If you are a visitor
with us, we warmly welcome you to this worship service and to the
vibrant life of St. Helena’s community. We invite you to fill out a Guest
Card found in the pew bookrack and drop it in the offering plate when it
comes by. We want you to know that all baptized Christians –
regardless of your denomination, tradition, age, or background – are
invited and welcome to receive Holy Communion during worship. Also,
pick up a blue bag as you leave today. It contains our latest newsletter
and other information about St. Helena’s.
CHILD CARE
Children of all ages are always welcome in our worship services.
Children’s sermons are part of our worship during 9:00am and 11:00am
worship services. Should you desire it, child care for children ages
infants through 4 years is available during all worship services and most
parish activities. The parish nurseries are located downstairs in the
Parish Hall Wing. (Signs are posted)
Q UESTIONS?
For more information regarding St. Helena’s Early Enrichment Program,
Children & Youth Ministries, music, Bible Studies, senior ministries,
baptisms, weddings, and more, please feel free to contact our clergy or
staff members. More information may be found on our website at
www.sthelenas.net.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday
7:45 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:10 A.M. Sunday School for all ages:
Preschool – 2nd - Room C Wendler Hall
3rd - 5th – The Rock Room
Middle and High School – Youth House
Adults – Parish Hall

Wednesday
10:00 A.M. Service of Public Healing
and Holy Eucharist
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Holy Eucharist
Prelude
Welcome
Hymn
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding

Hymnal 59

Tune: Merton
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All standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The following is sung, all standing

Hymnal S-91

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
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Malachi 3:1-4

First Reading
All sit.

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the
Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old
and as in former years.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated.
Canticle 16, The Song of Zechariah: Benedictus Dominus Deus
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Philippians 1:3-11

Second Reading
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi.

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that
in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Sequence
All stand.

Hymnal 65

Prepare the way, O Zion

Tune: Bereden väg för Herran
Luke 3:1-6

Holy Gospel
All stand.
Priest
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
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Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children's Sermon
Sermon
Nicene Creed
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Dawn McLendon
The Rev. David G. Read
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Prayers of the People Form III
All stand or kneel.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.

Confession of Sin
All kneel or stand.
The Celebrant then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

BCP p. 387
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Peace
All stand.
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Announcements

Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Anthem

And He Shall Purify from Messiah

And He shall purify the sons of Levi,
That they may offer unto the Lord
An offering in Righteousness,

George F. Handel

(Malachi 3:3)

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the
deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.
Doxology
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Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

13
The Celebrant then continues

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
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The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free wafers are available. Please inform the
priest as you come forward.
Prayer ministers are positioned in the transept to the left after communion for your personal prayer needs.

Communion Hymn
Love divine, all loves excelling

Hymnal 657
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Tune: Hyfrydol
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After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Postcommunion Hymn
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates

Hymnal 436
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Tune: Truro
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude
H 65 - Words: © 1982, Charles P Price.S 114 - By permission of Oxford University Press.S 120 - Setting: Copyright © Church
Publishing, Inc.S 142 - Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc.S 158 - By permission of Oxford University Press.S 91 - By
permission of Oxford University Press.

Joe
Dorla
Gail
Carlie

Prayers for our Members
Please pray for our family as you journey through
Susan
Larry
John
Amy
Jim
Patsy

this week.
Randy
Lowell
Matt
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What You Want to Know
The Story classes will be held at 10:10 AM, Sundays.

Today we will study Chapter 13.
Breakfast for the whole family will be in the Great Room of Wendler Hall.
Listed below is the location of the classes for all age groups.
Pre-K and Kinder, Room C in Wendler Hall
1st and 2nd Grades, Room D in Wendler Hall
3rd thru 5th Grades, Rock Room, in the Parish Hall Wing
Mid School thru High School, Youth House
Adults, Great Room of Wendler Hall
Wednesday classes follow the Healing Service at 11:00 AM.
Thank You! Invite, Welcome, Connect is cooking for the family this morning.
Angel Tree Project: Angel Tree Christmas gifts are due today and food items on
Sunday Dec. 16th.
A Walk in Bethlehem: Thanks to all the volunteers who make this event a precious
gift to our community.
This is the time of year when we collect for Christmas Poinsettias. If you would
like to honor, remember or give thanks for the blessings in your life, please fill out a
Poinsettia envelope with the appropriate sentiment and place your donation inside.
The envelopes are found at the entrances to our worship services. Your special
thoughts will be printed in our Christmas Eve bulletins. Deadline for submissions is
December 13th. If you have questions, please contact Sheryl at sheryl@sthelenas.net.
Christmas Worship/ Special Event Schedule
12-23 Services - 7:45 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Lessons and Carols
12-24 Christmas Eve Services – 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM and 10:00 PM
12-25 Christmas Day and 12-26 – NO SERVICES
12-30 First Sunday of Christmas – 7:45 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM
12-30 Messiah Sing-along – 3 PM

As of November 27, St. Helena's has received 196 pledges for 2019 which
total $868,791. Many, many thanks to all who have made such a generous
and faithful response! The goal of our program is that every active household
make a faithful pledge to God's work at St. Helena's. You may make a pledge
on-line at www.sthelenas.net or fill out a pledge card found in the bookrack,
foyer or office.
Notice: Father David’s sermons are now online at www.sthelenas.net under the
Resources tab. Some good things simply bear repeating. Enjoy!
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11:00 Worship Leaders
Acolytes:
Altar Guild:
EM:
Prayer Team:
Ushers:
Vestry Host:

Will Keith, Amelia Keith
Team: 4
Marie Mayfield, Paul Johnson
Molly Frishmuth
Jane Burton, Tuffy Burton
Linda Lee Gatell, Anne Rea

Vestry Officers
Sr. Warden:
Jr. Warden:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Tommy Mathews
Jasen Hart
Julie Vickery
Ron Tribo

Weekly Calendar
Sundays:

Worship Services: 7:45, 9:00, 10:10 Christian Ed, 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m. St. Helena’s Bells, 3:00 p.m. Narcotics A, 8:00 p.m. AA
Mondays:
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesdays:
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Readings Study, 1:00 p.m. Ukulele practice,
5:00 p.m. Women’s AA (this group meets every other Tuesday),
4:30 p.m. HCYO, 6:30 p.m. Women’s AA, 8:00 p.m. Narcotics A
Wednesdays: 10:00 a.m. Healing Service, 11:00 a.m. The Story Bible study,
4-5:30 p.m. 1st thru 5th Rock Solid, 4:15-5:30 Mid School, 5:30 p.m.
SHOCK, 6:00 p.m. High School, 6:30 p.m. Worship Band
6:30 p.m. Yahweh Sisters’ Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Thursdays:
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study, Noon – 1 p.m. Yahweh Sisters’ Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Paws4Hearts
6:30 p.m. Women’s AA, 8:00 p.m. Narcotics A
Fridays:
9:30 a.m. AA Big Book
Saturdays:
10:00 a.m. Women’s AA
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Staff E-mail Addresses and Phone Extensions
The Rev. David G. Read, Rector
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Ext. 8101

Stefanie Nitschke: Minister for Young Families
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Ext. 8105

Tiffany Jureczki: School Director
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Dale Martin: Sexton
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Ext. 8113

Susan Matteson: Organist
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Whit Matteson: Choir Director
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Bryce Boddie: Worship Leader
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Lynne Boyers: SHOCK Dir. (children’s choir)
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Whit Matteson: Website Administrator
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Pat Krueger: Senior Fellowship Director
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Erin Koehler: Cross-Finder
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Kerrie Kleinpeter: Nursery Director

childcare@sthelenas.net
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