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The Rev. David G. Read, Rector

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2019
11:00 AM

OUR MISSION:
We, the Family of St. Helena’s,
Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
Welcome all God’s Children to Grow with us in Grace and
Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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copal Church & School
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. If you are a visitor with us, we
community. We invite you to fill out a Guest Card found in the pew bookrack and
drop it in the offering plate when it comes by. We want you to know that all baptized
Christians
regardless of your denomination, tradition, age, or background
are
invited and welcome to receive Holy Communion during worship. Also, pick up a blue
bag as you leave today. It contains our latest newsletter and other information about

CHILD CARE
are part of our worship during 9:00am and 11:00am worship services. Should you
desire it, child care for children ages infants through 4 years is available during all
worship services and most parish activities. The parish nurseries are located
downstairs in the Parish Hall Wing. (Signs are posted)

Q UESTIONS ?
Youth Ministries, music, Bible Studies, senior ministries, baptisms, weddings, and more,
please feel free to contact our clergy or staff members. More information may be
found on our website at www.sthelenas.net.
The restrooms are located in the Parish Hall Wing, one floor below the Sanctuary.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
7:45 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:10 A.M. Sunday School for all ages:
Adults
nd
Preschool 2 - Room C Wendler Hall
rd
th
3 - 5 Room 2 Parish Hall Wing
Middle and High School Youth House

Wednesday
10:00 A.M. Service of Public Healing
and Holy Eucharist
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Holy Eucharist
Prelude: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659

J.S. Bach

Welcome
Hymn
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Hymnal 616
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Tune: Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein
All standing, the Celebrant says

People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
The following is sung, all standing

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
First Reading

Isaiah 11:1-10

All sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the
Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
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knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt
around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my
holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that
day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
Deus, judicium
1

Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
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That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
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That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
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He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.

6

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

7

In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall
be no more.

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *

who alone does wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *

and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen. Amen.

BCP p. 685
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Romans 15:4-13

Second Reading
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will
confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles,
with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and
again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles
shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence
All stand.
Prepare the way, O Zion

Hymnal 65
Tune: Bereden väg för Herran
Matthew 3:1-12

Holy Gospel
All remain standing
Priest
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing
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fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children's Sermon
Sermon
Nicene Creed
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Stefanie Nitschke
The Rev. David G. Read
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Prayers of the People
All kneel or stand

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your
love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor
one another and serve the common good.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one
another as he loves us.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
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Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Confession of Sin
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence.
Leader and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Peace
All stand.
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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Announcements

Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Anthem
Prepare Ye the Way

Mark Burrows

St. Helena’s Singer; Lynne Boyers, Director
A voice in the distance, a song in the night,
a whisper of wonder, as angels take flight.
A bright star that turns all our darkness to day,
Emmanuel. Prepare ye the way!
“Make way, a Savior is coming,” the prophets all declare.
The child of hope, the promise of peace, the answer to our prayer.
The voice ever stronger, the song loud and clear,
the whisper a “welcome”, God’s true light is near.
A bright star that turns all our darkness to day,
Emmanuel. Prepare ye the way!
Venite adoremus Dominum.
O come, Lord, and turn all our darkness to day,
Emmanuel. Prepare ye the way!
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the
deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.

Doxology
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Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
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subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Helena and all your saints,
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant then continues

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free wafers are available. Please inform the
priest as you come forward.
Prayer ministers are positioned in the transept to the left after communion for your personal needs.
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
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Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Processional Hymn
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

Hymnal 76

14

Tune: Winchester New
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude: O Day of Peace

arr. Bradley Welch

H 65 - Words: © 1982, Charles P Price.S 114 - By permission of Oxford University Press.S 120 - Setting: Copyright © Church
Publishing, Inc.S 142 - Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc.S 158 - By permission of Oxford University Press.S 91 - By
permission of Oxford University Press.

Prayers for our Members
Please pray for our family as you journey through this week.
Joe
Dorla
Gail
Abby
Mark
David

Makenna
Calvin
Janis
Paula
Roe
Elmarie

Nadine
Rochelle
Paul
John
Emma
Jan

Susan
Edwina
Max
Lydia Faith
Sarah
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What You Want to Know
Ordination The Rev. Brian Fox will be ordained into the Priesthood today at 5PM in
the Historic Sanctuary. Please come to witness and give support to Brian as he
makes this transition. A catered reception will follow in Wendler Hall.
Angel Tree Project Show a child the love of Christ at Christmas. This giving helps to
ease the financial burden of the holidays for some families in our community. Return
th
the gift to the church today, Dec. 8 . The gifts will be collected, sorted and
distributed to the families the following week. If you have questions, contact Dawn
at dawn@sthelenas.net
Episcopal Church Women Ornament Exchange Colette Nosal will host this year's
Ornament Exchange at her home at 8518 Fairway Trace Dr. Fair Oaks, Tx 78006 on
Thursday, December 12 at 6:00 PM. Lori Houck and Sharon Tidwell will speak to us
about The Transition House here in Boerne. We will be collecting gift cards for the
women who benefit from this place of new beginnings. Please bring a wrapped
ornament for the exchange, an appetizer, dessert, or wine to share.
Poinsettias with a Purpose You may honor, memorialize, or celebrate people and
events in your life, with a donation for the poinsettias to be placed at our Christmas
services. Poinsettia envelopes are now located at the entrance of your worship
service. Fill one out with the appropriate sentiment, enclose your check and place it
in the Alms dish
or mail it to the
th
church office. Deadline for submissions is December 12 . Questions? Contact Sheryl
at sheryl@sthelenas.net
You are Invited to the Senior Fellowship Home style Christmas Luncheon at no
cost! The date is December 11th at 11:00AM to 1:00PM in the Parish Hall. There will
be special Christmas entertainment by Amy and Chaney Rutherford 11:15-12:00PM.
Lunch will be served at 12:00PM. We are serving Ham, Pork, Christmas Tamales,
sides, salads, rolls, and yummy desserts. Contact Pat to sign up at
seniors@sthelenas.net .
Young Families Christmas Party December 13th at 6PM Join us as we celebrate this
wonderful season together! We will have a white elephant gift exchange, no more
than $10 a present. We will play individually so bring a present per person if you
would like to play. Also bring the kiddos in their PJs and they will have their own Pj
party with a craft and then snuggle up to watch a Christmas movie together.
Contact Stefanie at stefanie@sthelenas.net
Churches by Candlelight Walk St. Helena's, St. John Lutheran, and First United
Methodist Church invite our church families to come together as one united family in
Christ. Come celebrate the season with us during our first annual Christmas
Churches by Candlelight Walk. Enjoy Christmas music, fellowship, prayer, and food
as we walk to each church by candlelight on December 15th beginning at 5:30 at St.
John. Invite a friend. Transportation available for those who cannot walk with us.
Nine Lessons and Carols Service We will have a service of Nine Lessons and Carols
at 11:00 AM on Sunday, Dec. 22nd. Lessons for the season will be read and Carols of
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joy sung for our newborn King.
WE WILL SEND YOUR KID TO MID-WINTER CAMP.
Register your child for Mid-Winter camp and we will pay for their experience.
Registration for 2020 Mid-Winter, Summer, and Family Camps at Camp Capers,
Mustang Island Conference Center , Duncan Park is now open. Families are invited
to register for youth, adult, and family camp sessions at www.dwtx.org/camps
Nestled in beauty, founded on fun, rooted in faith:
The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas' camping programs at Camp Capers, Mustang
Island Conference Center, and Duncan Park provide opportunities for children, adults,
and families to experience the beauty of creation, have fun with friends, and grow in
faith, rooted in the transforming love of Christ. Dates, registration rates, and links to
sign up for 2020 Mid-Winter, Summer, and Family Camps are available now at
www.dwtx.org/camps. Contact Ann at ann@sthelenas.net in the Church Office for
the details.
We are so grateful for the eyes of our Parishioners. See a repair that is needed?
Please drop Dale Martin, our wonderful Sexton, a note at sexton@sthelenas.net and it
will be placed in a queue for his workday. Thanks for caring!
www.sthelenas.net . All manner of donations, pledging and pledge payments, tithes,
We are grateful to Mary Ann Winden, our guest Organist this morning.
Altar Flowers
To the Glory of God
and
Given by Ann Hinton
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