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Dear St. Helenians,  

 

The purpose of this annual report is two 

fold: to review the year gone by, as well 

as to look forward to the year ahead.   As 

we look back at 2015, it might be easy to 

remember many of our months together 

as being particularly trying.  Over the course of the year 

we were challenged to consider our faith and beliefs in 

profound ways.  We prayed together, discussed together, 

and even argued together...all (I trust) for the sake of the 

Gospel.  I truly believe that wrestling with the issues of 

our faith is valuable for our own growth and development 

as followers of Christ.  What we believe and hold most 

dear is appropriately tried just as silver or gold, that im-

purities can be exposed and our understanding of God 

made all the more pure. 

 But the world is not a purely logical, faithful, or 

spirit-filled place.  Hurt happens.  Relationships bend or 

break.  And sometimes our best intentions can become so 

focused in one direction that we forget about the bigger 

picture.  Perhaps I could say it like this, “It’s important 

for the captain of a ship to know the weather and what 

storms might come, but don’t become so enamored with 

the weather channel that you forget to steer the 

ship.”  (and yes...I just made that up) 

 What I’m trying to say is that sometimes our best 

intentions distract us from the bigger duty we’re called to 

be on about.  That’s what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 

13 (to which I have referred many times over the last 

year.  Throughout the first chapters of his letter to Chris-

tians in Corinth, Paul gives the church his authoritative  

pronouncements about how to they should be dealing with 

certain issues (in contrast to how they are currently han-

dling them).  Issues like lawsuits between believers (ch. 6) 



principles of marriage (ch. 7), food sacrificed to idols (ch. 8), 

head coverings and the Lord’s Supper (ch. 11).  And Paul in-

structs these Christians about spiritual gifts, and that none 

have all, and they should pray for the greater gifts, yet even 

so, God has given spiritual gifts to all his faithful, and all 

members are necessary for the body to be whole.   

 Then, after all these teachings about right and wrong, 

etc., etc., Paul says, “and [even so] I will show you a still 

more excellent way (i.e. the most excellent/important things 

of all, even beyond the right teachings concerning such 

things).  Paul then says, “If I speak in the tongues of men 

and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging symbol.  And if I have prophetic powers, and under-

stand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 

so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am noth-

ing…”.  

 Folks, we spent a lot of time last year making sure we 

were getting “The Right” answer, and we didn’t spend nearly 

enough time making sure we were actually loving each other 

NO MATTER WHAT.  I have no regrets about the last year 

save this, that we could have majored much more in actively, 

actually loving each other along the way.  Which, for good 

reason, will be our primary focus for 2016. 

 In the coming year you’re going experience things in 

some different ways.  Things like Lenten dinners.  Instead of 

one big dinner we’re meeting as small groups in your homes.  

Why?  Because a group of 8-12 people breaking bread togeth-

er, asking each other questions about their faith, and really 

getting to know one another is 100 times more powerful that 

one room filled with 60-80 people.  This is one of many ways 

we’re making sure we’re focused on deepening our relation-

ships together in the coming year.  Our absolute number one  

priority is to take Paul seriously, and pray God would bless 

us to truly love each, even when we come up with different 

answers to the questions of our faith.  I pray that you will 

join me in that endeavor, and God bless us with faith, hope, 

and love...the greatest of which is Love. 

3 



4 



5 

Vacant 



 Plate     $ 112,514.83 

 Pledges    $ 781,488.14 

 Facilities    $     5,030.00 

 Special Gifts    $   51,224.99 

 Rent (Hill House)   $   15,600.00 

 SHEEP    $     8,800.00 

Total Revenues    $ 974,657.96 

Total Expenses    $ 981,428.35 

 

Net deficit     $   (6,770.39) 

 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2015 $ 815,552.56

 Pledges and Gifts paid to Debt $ 104,687.00 

 Endow. Income paid to Debt $   12,082.42 

 Payments from Operating (P&I) $   82,050.00 

 

Total Debt Remaining   $ 655,417.52  ↓20% 
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 As you can see on the preceding page, we ended 2015 

with a slight deficit.  Expenses were managed well through-

out the year, but pledged income wound up being a bit low-

er than we normally expect.  We received 95.3% of budgeted 

pledged dollars, whereas we regularly receive closer to 

100%. 

 We also made significant headway in paying down 

our debt.  Phase 1 of our Development Program was com-

pleted in August.  Over the next 3 to 5 years several other 

pledges will be paid out, along with principle payments 

made through endowment income.  Our goal continues to be 

paying this debt completely off as soon as possible in order 

to regain approximately $90,000 annually in our operating 

budget. 

 Our biggest challenge going into 2016 is related to a 

significant drop in annual pledges.  As of January 1, 2016, 

we were facing a $150,000 deficit in our proposed budget for 

the year ahead.  Through one time gifts over and above 

their annual pledge,  several members have joined together 

to cut that deficit in half.  This is good news in a number of 

ways, but we still have a long way to go.  The finance com-

mittee has poured over a draft budget for the coming year 

and offered their recommendations to our vestry for approv-

al at their next meeting on February 16.  Assuming our cur-

rent budget deficit stays the same we will not be able to 

sustain our assistant rector’s position throughout the year.  

Father Brian and his family are seeking God’s direction for 

their next placement, and I ask that you join them in that 

prayer. 

 Our financial goals for the coming year include stabi-

lizing our budget, develop our income to at least offset the 

one-time gifts that are supporting our ministries this year, 

continue to pay down our debt, and continue to look for 

ways to be better stewards of the funds we have available. 

Patrick + 
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St. Helena’s youth min-

istry continues to thrive.  Our 

kids are learning and serving 

in so many ways.  Each week 

Youth 6th - 12th graders  gather 

in study and fellowship in a 

variety of ways.  In the fall 

Sunday school called “New 

Disciples” was attended by 

middle schoolers led by Dawn 

McLendon and Xander Horwath.  Bryce Boddie gathered 

the high schoolers for Bible study.   

 

On Monday mornings, bright and early at 7:45 

middle schoolers from St. Helena’s and Boerne Middle 

School North meet for breakfast and Bible study in the 

youth house.  Dawn McLendon and Kelly Mann lead this 

group of dedicated group of kids. 

 

Our interns for middle school youth , Carlie Agui-

lar and Andrew Snyder, courageously lead our middle 

school kids and the many 

friends that they bring to mid-

dle school each week.  This fall 

they dedicated  a portion of 

their time to outreach.  They 

worked at the Kendall County 

Animal Shelter, made pottery 

for the wounded warriors  & 

made soup jars for the hungry. 

 

High school youth group meets on Wednesday eve-

nings.  It is led by Collin Sawyers and Dawn McLendon.  

The high school teens are blessed to be served by some 

dynamic cooks.  Lead by Kathy Mann,  nine families in 
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the church take turns providing dinner for the youth group.   

 

Our high school youth group prepared a wonderful 

Italian meal for the parish to kick off the Refuel Fall 

Learning Series.   In addition, they made the decision in 

the fall to return to the 

Lakota Sioux Reservation 

in Pine Ridge, South Dako-

ta in the summer of 2016.   

 

December was a 

great month as many of the  

youth participated in our 

Walk in Bethlehem, includ-

ing Kyle playing the role of 

Joseph and Maddie and Sydney sharing the role of Mary.  

We had a wonderful time at our Christmas party.  We went 

to Big Lou’s and consumed a 42 inch pizza and exchanged 

silly gifts.   

 

 

Each week we stay in contact with our young adults 

in the first years of work or college.  We send them scrip-

ture messages and keep them updated on the life of the 

church.  Thanks to Melanie Etter and Melissa Hart for or-

ganizing our “care packages.”  Thank you to all the church 

members who mailed the packages for us.  The college/

career kids had a Christmas dinner at Mama’s to eat, 

laugh, and enjoy being back home among friends.   
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Would you know if the person sitting next to you in 

church was a children’s ministry leader?  We have leaders 

from each of our three services.  Sunday school teachers 

include Rose Nelson, Cindy Erickson, Joe and Kim Horton, 

Kristina Horwath, Kathy Mann, Courtney Chisholm, Ja-

mie Beesley, Kelly Mann, and Pam Boutte.  After school 

ministry leaders for SHINE & Rock Solid are  Kristina 

Horwath, Kelly Mann and Dawn McLendon.   

 

For the fall of 2015 our Sunday school was a modi-

fied rotation model for PreK- 2nd grade on the promises of 

God from the Old Testament.  The intermediate kids in 

grades 3rd-5th focused on knowing more about God’s Holy 

Word.  This unit help them understand the structure of 

the Bible.  The kids used all those milk jug tops that we 

have been gathering to create a tool to help them memo-

rize the books of the Bible in a different way.  They memo-

rized them in small groups based on the kind of books that 

they are. For example, the first five books of the Bible are 

called the “Books of Law.”  The kids took their bottle caps 

home to memorize those five books and then returned next 

Sunday to learn about the author of those five books.  They 

continues this model to study the rest of the Old Testa-

ment. 

After school on Wednesday, children from St. Hele-

na’s and the community gathered for fun, food and fellow-

ship.  The 1st-3rd graders met for SHINE and 4th & 5th 

graders gathered for Rock Solid.  SHINE time is dedicated 

to Bible study, games, and art that explore scripture.  Rock 

Solid kids spend time in Bible study, activities and discus-

sion as we walk with them in the exploration phase of 

their faith walk. The SHINE  & Rock Solid kids supported 

the local Humane Society by gathering dried and canned 

food and visiting the local office to deliver the items.   
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In October began as we gathered on the front lawn 

for the “Blessing of the Animals.”  We decorated frames for 

photos with our furry (or scaly) friends. The last Friday in 

October, we slicked back our hair and put on those poodle 

skirts for a fun “Sock Hop.”  Parent and kids had hula-

hoop , dance, bubble blowing contests.  We watched “The 

Blob.” Of course there were good ole hot dogs & root beer 

floats.  A BIG thanks to all the families that put on this 

event! October was also the time for our Holy Communion 

class led by Karen Short & Dawn McLendon 

 

December was upon us be-

fore we knew it.  Everyone enjoyed 

their roles in our record attend-

ance ”Walk in Bethlehem.”  We 

were overjoyed that St. Nicholas 

stopped by our St. Nicholas Cele-

bration.  We finished the month 

with celebration and worship for 

Christmas! 
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 We began 2015 with people camping out in the park-

ing lot to register their children in our program!  In August 

school started with every class at capacity and the longest 

waiting list we have ever had.  A group of devoted parents 

joined together to become our Shepherds (like a PTO group) 

and hosted a Back to School Breakfast for new parents on 

the first day of school.  As I walked down the hall on the 

first day of school I was met with silence, no crying, no lin-

gering parents…   My amazing staff keep the kids busy, 

busy, busy! 

 

 September began with a Primary Parent Night.  

Dawn Mclendon shared information with parents about de-

velopmental levels and how our school meets the needs of 

each child through hands-on experiences.  SHEEP was 

blessed with almost 100 grandparents on Grandparents 

Day.  Everyone participated in making placemats for Meth-

odist Children’s Hospital and enjoyed snack in our very own 

Yogurt Bar.  We participated in the Kendall County Fair pa-

rade and yelled and hollered as we drove past St. Helena’s 

on the parade route.  Barbara Phillip, Lossie Holman, and 

Martha Hawkins arranged an amazing tour of historic 

Boerne for our primary kids.  They spent time at each stop 

explaining and answering questions.  Everyone who attend-

ed, children and adults, learned so much!  On September 

23rd we stopped traffic on Johns Road with onlookers from 

our Community Helper Day.  Along the curb against the 

building we had two firetrucks, a school bus, two police cars, 

a cement mixer, a street sweeper, a dog catcher, and a mail 

truck.  The drivers let the children climb into each vehicle 

and told them about their jobs.  It certainly brought atten-

tion to our school!  At the end of the month the classes began 

walking to the Patrick Heath Public Library for story time 

and to check out books.  Ms. Constance is so gracious shar-
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ing her time with the children each week.  We ended Sep-

tember with a Fundraiser Night at Taco Cabana.  The 

money raised through out our fundraiser nights helps sup-

port enrichment activities throughout the year. 

 

 October, as always, is one of our busiest months.  

The kinder kids went to Sunshine Pottery to make their 

own bowls on pottery wheels; then they painted them and 

gave them to their parents for Christmas.  Once a month 

the kinder children prepare their own lunches.  They learn 

about following recipes, measuring, and cleaning up after-

wards, as well as, enjoy sharing a meal together.  Five 

mothers joined me in a Bible study, Bringing up Boys by 

Dr. James Dobson for 4 weeks.  Through videos and discus-

sion we shared parenting tips and stories; a good time was 

had by all.  Our new favorite place is the Johnson City Sci-

ence Mill; a truly amazing, hands-on science museum!  The 

children could have stayed for a week, but we only had a 

day…Science is FUN!  October ended with Pumpkin Carv-

ing with Dad (almost 100 dads participated!) and a parade 

to Care Choice Nursing Home in our Halloween costumes!  

It’s always fun to watch the children interact with the resi-

dents.  And we love having the Boerne Police escort us 

across Main Street.   
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In looking back at the last few months, we’ve had two of-

ferings for adults at Sunday School hour.  Through Sep-

tember and October we studied “Hard Sayings of the Bible” 

and an average of about 40 adults took part in that discus-

sion.  In November and December we had a 6 week study 

on prayer, exploring several different ways to and types of 

prayer. Approximately 30 people participated. 

 

As we look ahead into 2016, make plans to be part of the 7 

week study on spiritual disciplines through January and 

February.  We’ll be looking at some ancient spiritual disci-

plines and exploring how to engage them as we prepare for 

a Holy Lent.  

 

Throughout April and May we’ll have a 10 week study of 

Simply Christian by N.T. Wright.  This book is about why 

Christianity makes sense, and is a great reminder of the 

basics of our faith.  

 

 

Fr. Brian - Last Fall there were 20 adults participating in 

our 13 week Survey of the New Testament.  That course 

will now be followed by a 12 week Survey of the Old Testa-

ment that began this January and will run into the Spring.  

 

 

Yahweh Sisters -  The Sisters are a women’s book and 

Bible study that meets on Wednesday nights at 6:30.  They 

are currently on their 12th study named “Seemless”.  Once 

completed they will move on to a study by Adam Hamilton.  

All women are welcomed and encouraged to  attend. 
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2015 found an average of 22 men meeting each Thursday 

at 7:00am in the Annex to study “What on earth is God 

doing.”  We studied the Book of Genesis and continued 

into Matthew’s Gospel resulting in lively and though pro-

voking discussions.  Clergy are usually in attendance to 

help us dig deeper along our faith journey.  2016 has room 

for more!  Call Dre Beesley 210.316.1921 for more info. 

 

 

 

 

All year long, each worship ministry has worked tirelessly 

to provide opportunities for each of us to engage in holy 

and life-giving ways.  Please make sure to thank all who 

serve as our Altar Guild, Acolytes, Lay Readers, Ushers, 

Welcome Ministry, 9:00 Worship Team, and 11:00 Choir 

for their faithful service to God.  Each of these ministries 

is always ready for more folks to join, so please consider 

volunteering to serve God and His people for the coming 

year.  

 

Adult Choir -  This October we were blessed to fill our 

choir director / organist search process with the talented 

husband and wife duo of Mr. Whit and Dr. Susan 

Matteson.  Each Wednesday evening the choir gathers to 

consider God’s Word through song as they prepare to lead 

our 11:00 worship services in the singing of His praises.  

Section leaders Michael Vasquez and Christopher Giles 

continue leading our men’s voices, as they have for the 

last 7 years, along with new soprano section leader Bella 

Garza.  And don’t forget, there’s always room in the choir 

for another voice.    
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