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 May 28, 2020 
Dear St. Helena’s Parish Family and Friends, 
 

The one who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, 
abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, 
nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, 
nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.  (Psalm 91: 1, 5-6) 

 
I write to you today to share with you that St. Helena’s Church will resume in-person 

worship services on Sunday, June 7 – Trinity Sunday.  On that day, and for the foreseeable future, 
we will worship in the Great Room of Wendler Hall at 7:45am, 9:15am, and 11:00am.   
Our midweek service on Wednesdays will resume in-person worship at 10:00am in the historic 
sanctuary on June 10.   

The Vestry and I have already communicated to you the protocols we will observe to reduce 
the risk of the spread of coronavirus.  I have included them again with this letter.  I strongly 
encourage you to read them before you attend a Sunday service so you will know what to expect 
when you come.  These protocols are designed to reduce the risk of spreading the virus, but cannot 
eliminate all the risk.  Therefore, we will continue to broadcast our worship on-line each Sunday at 
11:00am for those who choose to stay home and stay safe.  You can access this broadcast on our 
parish website at www.sthelenas.net. 

St. Helena’s parish offices will reopen on Monday, June 1.  Office hours will be 8:00am – 
4:00pm, Monday – Thursday.  In the attached protocols you will also find steps we have adopted 
for keeping our staff and office visitors as safe as possible.  Again, I invite you to read them before 
visiting the office. 

Reconvening in-person worship and office hours is the next step in a phased plan for 
resuming parish life and ministries in the midst of this pandemic.  For now, these are the only steps 
we are taking as we continue this journey together.  All other ministries, meetings, groups, and 
guilds are still on hold.  I assure you, we will not be in this phase forever.  With guidance from our 
bishop and local health officials, we will continue to monitor conditions and plan the next steps. 

I am so grateful to you for your patience, your care for one another, your words of 
encouragement, your prayers, your financial contributions, your support of our local outreach 
efforts, and your love of neighbor.  You are a blessing to one another, to our community, and to 
me, and I thank God for you.  Please feel free to contact me, or any member of the Vestry or Staff, 
if you have questions or concerns.   

 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  - Psalm 122:1 

 
Peace, 
David+ 

The Rev. David G. Read, Rector 

http://www.sthelenas.net/


Worship Protocols for In-Person Worship at St. Helena’s Church 
 

o Worship Schedule:  For now, our worship schedule will be 7:45am, 9:15am, and 
11:00am. We will also resume our Wednesday morning service at 10:00am.   
If conditions change, the schedule may be amended. 
 

o Worship Location:  For now, all Sunday worship services will be held in The Great Room 
of Wendler Hall.  Wendler Hall gives us the greatest capacity for physical distancing and 
seating capacity.  The seating capacity of the Historic Sanctuary with social distancing 
measures in place is between 28 and 60, depending on the configuration of households.  
The seating capacity of Wendler Hall with social distancing measures in place is 80-100.  
Wendler Hall also has the capacity to project service information and reduces the need 
to handle Prayer Books and bulletins.  Cleaning and sanitizing will be completed 
between worship services. 
 

o Before entering worship: 
 

o Each person must wash hands or use hand sanitizer.  Sanitizer stations will be set 
up at each entrance. 

o Face masks covering nose and mouth must be worn during worship. 
o Worshippers are strongly encouraged to refrain from physical contact:  

handshakes, hugs, fist bumps, high-fives, etc. 
o Worshippers must avoid congregating in groups before or after worship. 
o You will be seated by a host.  Physical distancing of 6’ must be maintained 

between households. 
o In compliance with Diocesan guidelines, the parish nurseries must remain closed 

during this phase. 
 

o During Worship: 
o The offering plates will be placed on a table in the aisle to avoid passing them 

person-to-person. 
o Communion will be distributed in one kind:  bread. 
o If worshippers would rather remain in their seat and not receive communion 

they will receive spiritual communion and a blessing. 
o Ushers/Hosts will release rows one at a time for communion to avoid crowded 

aisles.  Marks on the floor will indicate proper physical distancing.  Or, the clergy 
may choose to come to you and distribute communion in your row. 

o The clergy will wear face masks while distributing communion. 
o Ushers/Hosts will release people one row at a time at the conclusion of worship 

to avoid crowded aisles. 
o The number of lay ministers (acolytes, readers, etc.) will be reduced to 1 per 

service, who will be trained by the clergy. 
 



o We will not offer prayer stations. 
o We will refrain from congregational singing. 

 
o After Worship 

o The clergy will not shake hands in a receiving line, but will move to the patio. 
o Worshippers must not congregate in groups and must avoid physical contact.   
o Coffee and breakfast will not be offered. 
o All seating, surfaces, and bathrooms will be sanitized. 

Wednesday, 10:00am Worship 

o This worship service will take place in the Historic Sanctuary beginning the Wednesday 
following our first Sunday of in-person worship.  The same protocols will be followed as 
described above.  There will not be laying-on-of-hands for prayer or healing. 

Protocols for St. Helena’s Offices 
St. Helena’s staff members love serving alongside our faithful parishioners, and are 
eager to serve you.  These protocols seek to balance safety for all and hospitality. 

o Parishioners are strongly encouraged to make an appointment if you would like to meet 
in-person with a member of the staff.  Some of our staff will be working from home but 
can arrange to meet with you.  Many of our office spaces are too small to maintain 
proper physical distancing, but other meeting spaces are available. 

o An “In-box” is provided in the entry if you just need to drop something off. 
o All visitors to the office must wash hands or use hand sanitizer.  A sanitizing station will 

be set up inside the front door.  Visitors are asked to wait in the entry area, rather than 
proceeding to staff offices.  A staff member will meet you there. 

o Masks must be worn inside the office. 
o Physical distancing must be maintained in the parish offices. 

 


