
 
        May 19, 2020 

 
Dear St. Helena’s Parish Family, 
 

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving; go into God’s courts with praise. – Psalm 100 
 

We, the Rector and Vestry of St. Helena’s, write to you today to share with you the protocols we 
have adopted for resuming in-person worship and reopening our parish offices.  We thank you 
for your faithfulness, support, prayers, financial contributions, patience, and ministry to one 
another during the time of this pandemic.  Your love for one another, and your love of neighbor 
in our community are outward signs of your inward faith, and it is beautiful to see. 
 
Our mission statement reminds us that we are a parish family.  As we move forward together on 
the road toward resuming in-person worship, the sacrificial love we have for one another in this 
family undergirds our actions.  The protocols outlined below are being implemented to reduce 
the risk of spreading coronavirus to one another.  As you will see, our worship gatherings will be 
different from our customary patterns.  Each one of us is being asked to make adjustments, to 
accept new worship styles, and to refrain from certain behaviors we practiced before the 
presence of the virus.  We make these small sacrifices because we love one another and we need 
to protect the most vulnerable members of our congregation, and the healthcare workers in our 
extended community. 
 
We want to clearly state that the protocols we are undertaking are designed to reduce the risk, 
but cannot totally remove all the risk.  Anytime we gather publicly there is some risk.  This risk 
and our love of neighbor make us concerned for the more vulnerable members of our parish 
family.  Therefore, we encourage those over 65 years of age and those with any underlying 
medical conditions to stay home and be safe.  Underlying medical conditions include diabetes, 
heart disease, underlying lung diseases such as asthma and COPD, or any medical condition which 
may have weakened a person’s immune system, i.e., chemotherapy, organ transplant, and 
certain prescription drugs.  Any person exhibiting any flu-like symptoms, symptoms of 
coronavirus, or who has had close contact to a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, 
should not attend worship services.  Once in-person worship begins we will continue to broadcast 
our worship services online, and will communicate the times and methods of access to you.  This 
information will also be found on our website at www.sthelenas.net.  
 
Our mission statement calls us to welcome all God’s Children to grow with us in grace.  We share 
with you that young children are also among the more vulnerable members of our parish family.  
We recognize that children do not understand the need for physical distancing, may not tolerate 
wearing a mask, or be able to sit in one place throughout a worship service.  To protect young 
children in our parish family St. Helena’s will not provide nursery or childcare during worship 
services.  We love the children of our parish, but also invite parents to consider whether or not 
they should attend in-person worship during this next phase. 

http://www.sthelenas.net/


 
The protocols outlined below are based upon the Guidelines for Phased Reopening of Churches 
in West Texas released by Bishop Reed (available at www.dwtx.org). We are committed to 
following the pastoral direction of our Bishop.  The guidelines have been very helpful to us, and 
the procedures they describe are not optional for churches in West Texas.  We will abide by these 
diocesan policies designed to keep people safe and reduce the risk of spreading coronavirus.  We 
are communicating these protocols to you so that you will know what to expect if you attend an 
in-person worship service, or visit the parish offices. 
 
As soon as all arrangements for resuming public worship have been completed, and permission 
from Bishop Reed has been obtained, we will announce to you the date for resuming in-person 
worship.  We are not in a race with other churches in our community or Diocese to be the first to 
reconvene in-person worship.  We will resume when all procedures, proper cleaning, and safety 
measures are in place and can be sustained.  We are also continuing to monitor information from 
local health and government officials. 
 
We know that many of you have questions regarding the resumption of the many active 
ministries of St. Helena’s Church:  Bible studies, youth ministry, S.H.E.E.P., breakfast, senior 
fellowship, in-person meetings, choir, Nursery, Daughters of the King, Men’s Fellowship, ECW, 
Sunday School, etc.  As we enter this next stage of in-person gatherings, all ministries other than 
in-person worship and office hours remain on hold. Please be patient as we walk through the 
phases of this journey together. 
 
As we proceed we will be learning as we go.  There is no guidebook for this journey.  Adjustments 
will need to be made.  Conditions in our community in the months ahead will evolve and change.  
There is even the possibility we will need to pause our in-person worship once again.  While none 
of us can predict what the future will bring, we are confident that St. Helena’s can and will 
navigate it together, knowing that Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   

 
Thank you again for persevering to run the race that is set before us.  If you have any questions 
or concerns please feel free to contact any member of the Vestry or parish staff. 
 
 

On behalf of the Vestry, 
 

 
 

 
Erin Barton, Sr. Warden      The Rev. David Read, Rector 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dwtx.org/


o Worship Schedule:  For now, our worship schedule will be 7:45am, 9:15am, and 11:00am. 
We will also resume our Wednesday morning service at 10:00am.  If conditions change, 
the schedule may be amended. 
 

o Worship Location:  For now, all Sunday worship services will be held in The Great Room 
of Wendler Hall.  Wendler Hall gives us the greatest capacity for physical distancing and 
seating capacity.  The seating capacity of the Historic Sanctuary with social distancing 
measures in place is between 28 and 60, depending on the configuration of households.  
The seating capacity of Wendler Hall with social distancing measures in place is 80-100.  
Wendler Hall also has the capacity to project service information and reduces the need 
to handle Prayer Books and bulletins.  Cleaning and sanitizing will be completed between 
worship services. 
 

o Before entering worship: 
 

o Each person must wash hands or use hand sanitizer.  Sanitizer stations will be set 
up at each entrance. 

o Face masks covering nose and mouth must be worn during worship. 
o Worshippers are strongly encouraged to refrain from physical contact:  

handshakes, hugs, fist bumps, high-fives, etc. 
o Worshippers must avoid congregating in groups before or after worship. 
o You will be seated by a host.  Physical distancing of 6’ must be maintained 

between households. 
o In compliance with Diocesan guidelines, the parish nurseries must remain closed 

during this phase. 
 

o During Worship: 
o The offering plates will be placed on a table in the aisle to avoid passing them 

person-to-person. 
o Communion will be distributed in one kind:  bread. 
o If worshippers would rather remain in their seat and not receive communion 

they will receive spiritual communion and a blessing. 
o Ushers/Hosts will release rows one at a time for communion to avoid crowded 

aisles.  Marks on the floor will indicate proper physical distancing.  Or, the clergy 
may choose to come to you and distribute communion in your row. 

o The clergy will wear face masks while distributing communion. 
o Ushers/Hosts will release people one row at a time at the conclusion of worship 

to avoid crowded aisles. 



o The number of lay ministers (acolytes, readers, etc.) will be reduced to 1 per 
service, who will be trained by the clergy. 

o We will not offer prayer stations. 
o We will refrain from congregational singing. 

 
o After Worship 

o The clergy will not shake hands in a receiving line, but will move to the patio. 
o Worshippers must not congregate in groups and must avoid physical contact.   
o Coffee and breakfast will not be offered. 
o All seating, surfaces, and bathrooms will be sanitized. 

o This worship service will take place in the Historic Sanctuary beginning the Wednesday 
following our first Sunday of in-person worship.  The same protocols will be followed as 
described above.  There will not be laying-on-of-hands for prayer or healing. 

o Parishioners are strongly encouraged to make an appointment if you would like to meet 
in-person with a member of the staff.  Some of our staff will be working from home but 
can arrange to meet with you.  Many of our office spaces are too small to maintain proper 
physical distancing, but other meeting spaces are available. 

o An “In-box” is provided in the entry if you just need to drop something off. 
o All visitors to the office must wash hands or use hand sanitizer.  A sanitizing station will 

be set up inside the front door.  Visitors are asked to wait in the entry area, rather than 
proceeding to staff offices.  A staff member will meet you there. 

o Masks must be worn inside the office. 
o Physical distancing must be maintained in the parish offices. 

 


