
70 ! Primary Teaching Guide

New Testament Unit: I Love to Tell the Story
Week 12 September 18, 2021

God’s Gift of Grace

Study Text: Romans 5:1-21

Lesson Objectives:

 Know: God offers grace to us because of what Jesus did 
on the cross.

 Think:  When we receive God’s gift, we are justified—it is 
like we had never sinned.

 Do:  Accept God’s gift of grace, and grow your 
relationship with Him through prayer and by 
reading His Word.

Application Verse: Romans 6:23

Family Theme: Changing Stories

The More You Know...
Systems of earning our way into Heaven make sense to us. We have 

an innate sense of right and wrong, and we want to believe that our doing 
right somehow earns us something. In the same way, we want to believe that 
someone else’s wrong choices will somehow result in their punishment. Seeing 
the world this way gives us a sense of fairness in the grand scheme even when 
it doesn’t seem fair in the moment. So even though, as believers, we know we 
don’t believe in fate or karma, elements of these concepts can sneak into our 
understanding of God if we aren’t careful. Like when we feel as though we don’t 
deserve to pray and ask God for things because we haven’t been in the Word like 
we should. Or when something works out the way we want it to and we consider 
it to be God blessing us because of the good things we do or have done.

Nothing about Christianity is fair. Jesus is the only human to have ever 
walked the earth who had no sin, yet He took on the sin of the entire world so we 
could escape death. This is the foundation of our faith and it is driven completely 
by grace, not fairness.

Preparation 

Checklist

Connect

Option 1
 ❐ PTE 3-9
 ❐ Five items that you know the 
price of

 ❐ Six index cards
Option 2

 ❐ PTE 3-10
 ❐ PTE 3-11

Learn

 ❐ PTE 3-12
 ❐ PTE 3-13
 ❐ PTE 3-1d
 ❐ Field Notes Week 12
 ❐ Colored pencils

Explore

 ❐ PTE 3-14
 ❐ Bible

Apply

 ❐ September Verse Poster
 ❐ PTE 3-17

Respond

 ❐ Field Notes Week 12
 ❐ Wrapped gift or gift bag
 ❐ Prizes

Daily Bible 

Readings
Day 1—Romans 5:1-2

Day 2—Romans 5:3-5

Day 3—Romans 5:8

Day 4—Romans 5:18-19

Day 5—Galatians 2:16
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Option 1
Items Needed:

• PTE 3-9
• Five items that you know the price of (see sidebar for 

suggestions)
• Six index cards

Before class, fold the index cards in half (like a tent) so they 
will stand up. Write the actual cost of the item on the inside 
(so the students can’t see it) and then write an amount 
(higher or lower than the actual cost) on the front of the 
card (so the students can see it). On the card that goes in 
front of PTE 3-9, write $10,000 on the outside, and $0 on the 
inside. Place the items and PTE 3-9 where the students can 
see them (put PTE 3-9 at the end), and place the card with 
the prices in front of each one. Pair up the students to play 
the game. Point to each item and ask the students to decide 
if the actual cost is higher or lower than the amount on the 
card. Invite each pair to share their answer, and then open 
the card to reveal the actual cost. Let each pair keep their 
own score (one point for each correct answer). Continue 
with the activity, leaving PTE 3-9 for the last guess. The cost 
for you to go to Heaven is nothing. You could never buy your 
way into Heaven with $10,000 or even $10,000,000 if you 
had it. How can you get into Heaven if you can’t buy your way 
in? God had a plan that would allow people into Heaven that 
wouldn’t involve you paying anything. God sent Jesus into the 
world. Today we’ll learn how to receive the gift of forgiveness 
and a home in Heaven.

Option 2
Items Needed:

• PTE 3-10—PTE 3-11
Before class, cut apart the pieces from PTE 3-10 and hide 
the letters around the room. Have the students find the 
letters and bring them to you. When all have been found, 
place them on the table and have the student rearrange 
the letters to discover a word (grace). Do any of you know 
what grace is? Encourage response. It is goodness or favor 
we don’t deserve. To help us get a better understanding of 
what the word grace means, let me tell you a story that gives 
an example of grace in action. Read the story from PTE 3-11.

What did Sam and Seth do wrong? Encourage response. Did 
they deserve to be punished? Encourage response. What 
did their mom do instead of punishing them? Encourage 
response. Sam and Seth’s mom forgave them and showed 
them grace. They knew they had disobeyed and deserved 
to be punished, but their mom still loved them and paid to 
replace the lamp. Today we’ll learn more about God grace. 

PTE 3-8

PTE 3-9

PTE 3-9

Candy bar, bar of soap, box of crackers, 
toy, game, pair of shoes, or tube of 
toothpaste
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PTE 3-11

Sam and Seth were brothers and both loved football. They loved watching it on 
TV, they loved tossing the ball, and Sam especially loved tackling his younger 
brother. More than once, their mom had told them, “If you want to play football, 
go outside. Do NOT throw the ball in the house!” 

One rainy day, the brothers were hanging out and were tired of all their toys. 
Sam had an idea, “Let’s toss the football back and forth.” 

Seth remembered his mom’s warning and suggested they find something else 
to do. “You’re no fun,” Sam pouted. “We’ll be really careful and nothing will 
happen.” 

Finally, Seth gave in and the brothers tossed the ball back and forth. It was 
fun until Sam backed up to throw a long pass and bumped into the end table, 
knocking over a lamp. Not just any lamp, but an antique lamp that shattered into 
a hundred pieces when it hit the wood floor. Both boys felt awful! They wanted 
to hide and never see their mom again. They knew they were in big trouble. 

Sam ran to the laundry room and grabbed the broom and dustpan. They cleaned 
up the mess and hid the pieces in the bottom of a trashcan and hoped their 
mom wouldn’t notice. They both found things to do in their room. Finally, they 
heard their mom yell up the stairs, “It’s time for dinner. Let’s eat.”  

As they walked down the steps, they saw their mom at the bottom. They could 
hardly look her in the face. Seth couldn’t stand the guilt any longer and he 
blurted out, “I’m sorry, Mom. We didn’t mean to break the lamp.” Sam followed 
Seth and confessed his guilt too. 

Sam and Seth’s mom was very sad because the lamp was a special one that 
could not be replaced.  She was also sad that they had disobeyed. Finally, their 
mom spoke up, “Even though you disobeyed and threw the football in the 
house, I am going to forgive you. I know you don’t have the money to pay to 
replace the lamp, so I will pay for it. I love you and you are more important to 
me than the lamp.” 

PTE 3-11
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Items Needed:
• PTE 3-12—PTE 3-13
• PTE 3-1a—PTE 3-1d
• Field Notes Week 12
• Colored pencils

Before class, copy PTE 3-12, and cut apart the tickets. The 
number of tickets will depend on the number of students 
in your class. You will be give the tickets out throughout 
the class to help the students understand that we are made 
right with God by faith, not by earning it. The goal is for no 
student to earn 100 points.

Also cut apart the gifts on PTE 3-13a-e and place them in 
the wrapped gift box or gift bag. Copy Field Notes Week 
12 so each student will have one. Today we’re going to learn 
about doing good things and discover the way to have a good 
relationship with God. Also, anyone who earns 100 points by 
the end of today’s class time will be able to choose a prize 
from the box.

Refer to the pumpkin letters G, R, and A (PTE 3-1a-c). We 
have learned about God’s story of grace and the need for God’s 
grace through salvation. Last week we learned God’s grace is 
shown through Jesus. Turn over the pumpkin with the letter C 
(PTE 3-1d). This week we are going to learn God’s grace is a gift. 
Have you ever received a big gift that had other gifts inside it? 
That is what grace is like. Do any of you remember what grace 
is? Encourage response. Grace is goodness or favor we don’t 
work for. Open your Bible to Romans 5, and let’s learn more 
about this amazing gift God has given us. Have the students 
to find Romans 5 in the Bible and look at the verse (written 
on the gift) to find what God freely gives us. Talk about each 
gift as you remove it from the gift. (A short summary of each 
one is given below.) Distribute Field Notes Week 12 and 
colored pencils to the students. Have them fill in the blanks 
as you talk about each gift God gives us.

Ask for a student to read Romans 5:8 from his or her Bible. 
What does God do for us? Encourage response. How did 
God show us this love? Encourage response. How good do 
we have to be for God to show us this great love? Encourage 
response. God is rich in love and goodness, and He gives us 
the gift of forgiveness in Jesus. Because God is good, He gives 
us many other gifts when we receive the gift of grace.

Take out PTE 3-13a from the wrapped gift. When we accept 
God’s gift, we have peace with God. Jesus brought us together 
with Him. Jesus helps us have a friendship with God. We can 
put our faith in Jesus and have peace knowing he is with us 
and teaches how to live in his goodness. Take out PTE 3-13b 
from the wrapped gift. Because of God’s grace, we get to 
have God’s love every day. Does God still love you when you 
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Field Notes Week 6

God’s Word 
is the ultimate 

truth.
God’s Word 
is _________ 

(Psalm 119:89).

God’s _______ is 
truth and His 

______ are eternal 
(Psalm 119:160).

God’s law 
is the _______ 

(Psalm 119:142b). 

Field Notes Week 12
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God’s  
story of  
Grace

God’s grAce 
is shown 

through Jesus.

God’s gracE 
gives us 
new life.

God’s graCe  
is a gift.

The need for  
God’s gRace 

through 
salvation

PTE 3-1

PTE 3-1
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do wrong things? Yes! Does God still love you when you are 
angry with Him? Yes! Does God still love you even if you might 
reject Him? Yes! God’s love is not based on how you act, how 
you look, or who you are. Remember, God loved us while we 
were still sinners. In Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, Paul 
wrote that absolutely nothing can separate us from God’s love 
(Romans 8:38-39).

Take out PTE 3-13c from the wrapped gift. God gives us 
another wonderful gift when we believe in and accept Jesus: 
His Holy Spirit. He is with us no matter what happens. When 
problems come, He comforts and helps us. He uses those 
problems to help us grow more patience and hope (Romans 
5:3-5). He guides in the right way and will help us when we are 
tempted to sin. We can ask for His help any time.

Take out PTE 3-13d from the wrapped gift. Even though we 
are sinners and we have missed the mark we can have the 
gift of righteousness. Righteousness has the word right in it. 
We may do wrong sometimes, but we have been made right 
by God. We could never be good enough or do enough good 
works to be righteous on our own, but when we follow Jesus, 
God gives us the righteousness of Jesus. When God sees us, 
He sees Jesus’ righteousness and not our sin (2 Corinthians 
5:21).

Take out PTE 3-13e from the wrapped gift. Because of God’s 
grace, those who follow Jesus are given eternal life. Eternal 
means forever, so we can have life forever with God. Not only 
can we have a close relationship with God now, we can live 
with Him forever in a wonderful place called Heaven. There 
will be no sin, sadness, or dying there. What a wonderful gift!

Allow time for the students to complete the crossword on 
their Field Notes.

Items Needed:
• PTE 3-14
• Bible

Display PTE 3-14a. This rectangle represents God. Tell me 
something you know about God. Encourage response. Good 
job. God is all of these. God existed before anything and 
created the world. He made a perfect world and made the first 
people, Adam and Eve. When God created the first people, 
they were perfect. God told them they could eat from every 
tree in the garden except one. And you know what they did—
they ate from that tree and disobeyed God.

Place PTE 3-14b next to PTE 3-14a, but leave space between 
the two (just wide enough for PTE 3-14c to be placed). Like 
Adam who chose his own way we often want to only choose 
our own way. Place PTE 3-14c vertically between the two 
rectangles. 

PTE 3-14
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Items Needed:
• September Verse Poster
• PTE 3-17

Before class, cut apart the pieces from both sets of PTE 3-17, 
and mix them up. Continue to generously give out the tickets 
to review the application verse to encourage students to try 
to earn a prize. But be sure no student has 100 points.

God loves us and wants us to be with Him, now and forever. 
Display the September Verse Poster and review it with the 
students. What does our application verse tell us we need to 
do? Encourage response. God offers each one a gift—this is 
called grace. What do you have to do when someone offers 
you a gift? Encourage response. When someone gives us 
a gift, we have to take it! We can receive the love of Jesus 
and be people of love and hope that reflect God's love.Place 
the pieces from PTE 3-17 facedown on a table. Allow the 
students to turn two pieces over to see if the words match. 
If they do, set them aside, and say the verse together. If the 
pieces do not match, turn them back over, and allow the 
students to choose again. When all the pieces have been 
matched, say the verse together again.

Items Needed:
• Field Notes Week 12
• Wrapped gift or gift bag
• Prizes

Before class, add the prizes to the gift or gift bag. Make sure 
there is one for each student. What is the difference between 
earning a prize and receiving a gift? Encourage response.

Why did God give us the wonderful gift of Jesus? Encourage 
response. How are we saved and made right with God? 
Encourage response. We are made right with God by faith, 
by believing in what Jesus has already done. It is a free gift 
and can never be earned by the good things we do. Have the 
students add up their tickets and tell how many they earned. 
Express disappointment that no one had 100 points. Can 
we earn enough points to be right with God? Encourage 
response. Just as none of you could earn enough points for 
the prize, we cannot be right with God by doing good things. 
Salvation is a gift of God, paid for by Jesus and not earned 
by doing good works. I want to give each of you a small gift. 
Allow each student to choose something from the gift bag. 
What did you have to do to get the gift? Encourage response. 
You have to believe that I had a gift for you and then take it. 
When we believe in Jesus and what He did, God gives us a 
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The payment 
for sin is death. 

 But God gives us 
the free gift 

of life forever  
in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.

www.GrowingTogetherChurch.org September  VerseSeptember  Verse

September Verse Poster

Take Note:

This would be a good time to give an 
invitation for students to accept God’s free 
gift of grace. You could say something like 
this: If you have never received God’s gift 
of forgiveness for your sins and would 
like to do that today, come stand by me 
(or whatever you would like them to do). 
Ask another adult to lead the students in 
an activity while you talk with each one 
to make sure they understand. For more 
information, look at the beginning of the 
Teacher’s Guide.

Field Notes Week 6

God’s Word 
is the ultimate 

truth.
God’s Word 
is _________ 

(Psalm 119:89).

God’s _______ is 
truth and His 

______ are eternal 
(Psalm 119:160).

God’s law 
is the _______ 

(Psalm 119:142b). 

Field Notes Week 12

The payment 
for sin is death.

But God gives 
us the free gift 

of life

forever in 
Christ Jesus 

our Lord.
Romans 6:23 
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for sin is death.
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Christ Jesus 
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PTE 3-17

PTE 3-17
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wonderful gift: a right relationship with Him. When we accept 
God’s gift , we can have a close friendship with Him. He loves 
us and wants to us to be close to Him now and, one day, live 
with Him forever in Heaven. 

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to accept God’s gift of grace, 
and grow your relationship with Him through prayer and by 
reading His Word. Close with a prayer of thanks to God for 
His wonderful gift!


