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Special Topic Unit: I'm Trading My Sorrows
Week 12 June 19, 2021

The Christian's Announcement

Study Text: 2 Corinthians 6:1–7:1

Lesson Objectives:

 Know: Paul impacted others with his testimony and 
obedience.

 Think:  We serve a grace-giving God who makes us a new 
creation.

 Do:  Grow in holiness, and live so others see Jesus in 
you.

Application Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Family Theme: The Christian's Testimony

The More You Know...
Paul actually wrote four letters to Corinth, but we only have two because 

the others were not preserved as Scripture. First Corinthians is actually the 
second letter he wrote. He mentions the first letter in 1 Corinthians 5:9. The 
third letter is the other lost one and it’s mentioned in 2 Corinthians 2:3-4. The 
third letter was, apparently, a very severe letter written at a time when Paul was 
in anguish over the choices of the Corinthian church. The fourth letter, our 2 
Corinthians, was an effort to heal the gap between himself and the believers in 
Corinth who still didn’t trust him and to reassure the ones who did.

Many of Paul’s opponents questioned Paul’s motive for collecting funds for 
the believers in Jerusalem. He defends himself on this account in 8:20-21 and 
12:14-18, telling the Corinthians that men known for their integrity would be 
with him every step of the way to help make sure all of the money made it back 
to Jerusalem for its intended use. They also insinuated that Paul was a weak 
leader, which he addressed in 10:10-11 and 11:16-21 with sarcasm, saying if 
they wanted to call him weak for not acting like he was better than them, taking 
advantage of them, and hitting them (like the false teachers were, apparently, 
doing), then sure, he was weak.

Preparation 

Checklist

Connect

Option 1
 ❐ PTE 3-7
 ❐ Cardstock
 ❐ Donuts
 ❐ Milk, juice, or water
 ❐ Cups and napkins
 ❐ Crayons, markers, or colored 
pencils

 ❐ One-inch squares of multi col-
ored tissue paper

 ❐ Glue sticks (one for each stu-
dent)

 ❐ Small !” black circles or googly 
eyes

Option 2
 ❐ Cotton balls
 ❐ Sandpaper
 ❐ Two opaque bags (e.g., brown 
paper bag)

Learn

 ❐ PTE 3-8—PTE 3-14
 ❐ Colored pencils
 ❐ Scissors
 ❐ Stapler

Apply

 ❐ June Verse Poster
 ❐ Field Notes Week 12
 ❐ Markers

Respond

 ❐ PTE 3-1c
 ❐ Field Notes Week 12

Daily Bible 

Readings
Day 1—2 Corinthians 6:3

Day 2—2 Corinthians 6:4-10

Day 3—2 Corinthians 6:14

Day 4—2 Corinthians 6:16

Day 5—2 Corinthians 6:17-18
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PTE 3-7

FISHING YOU A HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

FATHER'S DAY 
2021

PTE 3-7

Option 1
Items Needed:

• PTE 3-7
• Cardstock
• Donuts
• Milk, juice, or water
• Cups and napkins
• Crayons, markers, or colored pencils
• One-inch squares of multi colored tissue paper
• Glue sticks (one for each student)
• Small !” black circles or googly eyes

Before class, copy PTE 3-7 on cardstock so each student 
will have one. For Father’s Day, the “Donuts with Dad” event 
allows the students to be able to treat (and serve) their dad 
(or other guest) for breakfast. This is recommended every 
year in the Growing Together Curriculum because children 
love traditions and this helps you connect not only with 
the students, but also with their dads and father figures. 
Consider having guests come the first part of class so as to 
not interrupt other things. Also, consider combining with 
other teachers to make it more convenient for those dads 
who have children in different classrooms.

After the guests leave, distribute PTE 3-7 and glue sticks to 
the students. Make the one-inch squares available to the 
students and show them how to glue them onto the cover 
of the card to cover the fish. Set aside to dry.

Option 2
Items Needed:

• Cotton balls
• Sandpaper
• Two opaque bags (e.g., brown paper bag

Have you ever wondered if God hears the hateful words you 
say or knows the bad things you do? The Bible says in Matthew 
12:36 that He absolutely does and we will have to give an 
account—an answer—for them. Maybe you’ve wondered if 
God can see you since He’s in Heaven and there are billions of 
people on earth. The Bible says God knows and sees all and 
the Bible is completely all truth. We can be certain that how 
we live matters to God, which is one of the many reasons God 
gave us the Bible to guide Christians how to live.

How we live matters to the people we live or interact with. 
Every Christian affects others, whether it is good or bad. Take 
out the bag with the sandpaper and go around the room 
and have each student reach in to feel the sandpaper; don’t 
let them see it yet. Do you know what is inside this bag? 
After one or two guesses, take out the sandpaper to show 
them. This sandpaper is very rough and hurts! But it is a good 
reminder that when you say mean or hateful words it not only 
hurts everyone around you, but it also affects what others 

Take Note:

If you put the doughnuts and drinks on a 
separate table (or area), you can clean up 
after class and it will not be in the way of 
making the cards and continuing with the 
lesson.

Take Note:

Always be sensitive to those who do not 
have a relationship with their dad, allowing 
them to invite another father figure to come 
with them. Or perhaps you could arrange 
for your pastor or children’s church worker 
to “adopt” one of the children and be his or 
her guest during this time. The card can also 
be given to their guest.
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PTE 3-8a

1. 1.

Paul’s 
Testimony Before Paul believed 

Jesus was God’s 

Son, his name was 

____________ and he 

hated Christians.

PTE 3-8

PTE 3-10

PTE 3-9

PTE 3-9

PTE 3-10

PTE 3-9

PTE 3-10

think about Christians. What if your words caused someone to 
not want to be a part of following Christ because of the way 
you talk?

Take out the bag of cotton balls and again go around 
the room and have each student reach in the bag before 
showing the contents. If sandpaper hurts and affects others 
in a bad way, how do you think the cotton balls soft and fluffy 
affect others? Pause to let students think about an answer. 
Don’t be too quick; silence isn’t a bad thing it may mean they 
are thinking about it. Nice and kind words are encouraging 
and loving. They show we are trying to act like Jesus, pleasing 
to God. As Christians, that is the effect we should want to 
have on others. In today’s Bible verses, we are going to look 
at Paul’s life to see if he affected others in a good or bad way.

Items Needed:
• PTE 3-8—PTE 3-14
• Colored pencils
• Scissors
• Stapler

Before class, copy PTE 3-8 so each student will have one 
of each page. As you share Paul’s testimony, the students 
will be compiling a book of his life. Distribute PTE 3-8 and 
colored pencils to the students. Explain that you will give 
instructions on what to do on each page as you discuss the 
lesson.

Today we are going to talk about part of Paul’s letter where 
he told his God-story to the people in Corinth (2 Corinthians 6 
and 7). Paul told the people about how God showed up in his 
life and changed him. When you tell your God-story, it is called 
your testimony. Will you say testimony with me? Allow time 
for response. When you tell your God-story, your testimony, 
you are showing other people God’s work in your life. Your 
testimony shows that you don’t just say you believe in God. 
It is the proof that God is active in your life. Paul claimed to 
be a follower of Jesus Christ, so where’s the proof? What was 
Paul’s testimony? What was his story?

Display PTE 3-9. Before Paul believed Jesus was God’s Son 
he hated Christians. He was putting Christians in jail and 
sometimes even beating and killing them just because they 
followed Jesus (Acts 9:1). Have students turn to page 1 and 
write Saul’s name in the blank. At that time he was known by 
his Jewish name, Saul.

Display PTE 3-10. While traveling to a city named Damascus to 
arrest Christians, Saul was blinded by a light from Heaven. The 
voice said, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Go into 
the city, where you will be told what to do (Acts 9:3-6).” Have 
the students turn to page 2, write Heaven in the blank, and 
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PT
E 

3-
12

PTE 3-11

PTE 3-11

PTE 3-12

PTE 3-14

PTE 3-13

PTE 3-13

PTE 3-14

PTE 3-13

PTE 3-14

PTE 3-12

PTE 3-11

draw a bright light shining down on Saul.

Display PTE 3-11. Saul trusted in Jesus as the only way to 
Heaven. He was baptized and began preaching about Jesus as 
the Son of God, the Messiah (Acts 9:18-20). Have the students 
turn to page 3, and write Jesus in the blank.

Display PTE 3-12. Not everyone wanted to hear the gospel 
as Saul preached. Many of the Jews in Damascus planned 
to kill him. But some of the believers lowered him in a large 
basket through an opening in the city wall during the night 
so he could escape (Acts 9:22-25). Have the students turn to 
page 4, write basket in the blank, and connect the dots of 
the basket.

Display PTE 3-13. Saul began being called by his Roman name, 
Paul. He loved God and people. He was a bold preacher and 
started many churches on his missionary journeys. He wanted 
to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ (Acts 13:1-3; Romans 
1:16). Have the students turn to page 5, and write the name 
Paul in the blank.

Display PTE 3-14. He wrote many letters to the churches to 
encourage and teach Christians how to live in obedience to 
God. He warned them of the dangers of sin. Many of those 
letters are now books in the New Testament. Paul often wrote 
how he patiently endured dangers, persecution, and all kinds 
of bad things. Paul wrote about being in prison, robbed, 
whipped, beaten with rods, stoned, and being shipwrecked 
three times. In addition to facing angry mobs and spending 
time in prison, Paul wrote of sleepless nights, hunger, being 
cold, and owning nothing. It wasn’t just physically tough for 
Paul; even some of the people he loved turned against him. 
Some called him an imposter, or a fake; some hated him, and 
some accused him wrongly. How he handled these troubles 
became part of his testimony as he kept going on through 
God’s grace (2 Corinthians 6:5, 8, 10-12; 11:23-26). Have the 
students turn to page 6, and write the word letters in the 
blank.

Through everything Paul had to deal with, he never lost his 
love for Jesus and his joy and determination to be a faithful, 
obedient servant for Him. Paul was willing to do whatever it 
took and live in such a way that he would never hinder anyone 
from coming to and following Jesus. How Paul lived his life 
to please God continues to influence others even today (2 
Corinthians 7:1). Have the students turn to page 7, and write 
God in the blank.

Allow time for the students to color the pictures. Distribute 
scissors to the students, and have them cut apart the pages 
along the dotted lines. Help the students put the page 
with the title, Paul’s Testimony, on top of the other pages 
(in order), and staple along the left edge. Encourage the 
students to share the book with family and friends.
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Application 
Verse Poster

If anyone 
belongs 

to 
Christ, 

then he is 
made new.

2 Corinthians 
5:17 (ICB)

www.GrowingTogetherChurch.org June Verse

June Verse Poster

Field Notes Week 6

(6)___________ has the 

(1)__________ to meet any need.

We can (4) ____________ on Jesus to 

meet our (2)___________.

God will (8)____________ to our 

(7)____________.

We must have (5)__________ to 

(3)____________ He will answer our 

prayers.

Fill in the blanks and 
place your answers in the 
crossword puzzle below.

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

Field Notes Week 12

In his letters, Paul encouraged the believers in Corinth to be 
holy. Do any of you know what it means to be holy? Encourage 
response. Holiness is being without sin. It is the heart of God. 
Only God is completely holy in all that He does. But God wants 
us to be holy, and He gives believers the Holy Spirit to help 
us and guide us away from sin and toward holiness. We must 
listen and make the good choices. Holiness is a slow process. 
We can’t be holy by ourselves, so we are to focus on living 
our lives in light of God's desires for us. It is only through 
following God and making right/good choices that we can 
become holy. Spending time with God will help us know how 
to be more like Him.

Items Needed:
• June Verse Poster
• Field Notes Week 12
• Markers

Before class, copy Field Notes Week 12 so each student will 
have one. Paul’s story was not made up or exaggerated; it 
was entirely true. How do we know that? Because it is written 
in God’s Word and inspired by the Holy Spirit. But Paul’s story 
or testimony is not given for us to look at him and say, “Poor 
Paul!” or, “Wow, I wish I were bold like Paul.” Paul gave his 
testimony not so we would look at him, but so we would look 
to God. What a great God who would love someone like Paul—
someone who persecuted those who followed God. We serve 
a God who demonstrated amazing grace when He chose Paul 
to carry out the good news of Jesus. Our God is a grace-giving 
God. He makes us a new creation. Display the June Verse 
Poster and review it with the students by saying it together 
several times. Distribute Field Notes Week 12 and markers 
to the students. Allow time for them to color the words and 
butterflies. Encourage them to display the verse somewhere 
they will see it often to remind them of the new life they have 
with Jesus.

Items Needed:
• PTE 3-1c
• Field Notes Week 12

Display PTE 3-1c. Today we learned about the importance of 
The Christian's Testimony. We all have a story. As we looked 
back on Paul’s life, we saw how he began his new relationship 
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c. 

d. 

The Christian’s
Strength

The Christian’s
Testimony

PTE 3-1

PTE 3-1c

Field Notes Week 6

(6)___________ has the 

(1)__________ to meet any need.

We can (4) ____________ on Jesus to 

meet our (2)___________.

God will (8)____________ to our 

(7)____________.

We must have (5)__________ to 

(3)____________ He will answer our 

prayers.

Fill in the blanks and 
place your answers in the 
crossword puzzle below.

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

Field Notes Week 12

with Jesus. We learned about his boldness to tell others. We 
found out how terribly he was mistreated. But through all 
that, Paul’s love and joy was seen through his obedience and 
commitment to Jesus.

We all have a story. For those of you who are believers in 
Christ, you are to follow Paul’s example and share your story. 
When I say “believer in Christ,” I mean there was a time you 
accepted and believed in the love Jesus has for you is real. You 
trusted in Jesus for forgiveness of when you mess up and you 
now faithfully try to obey and worship Him.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to grow in holiness, and live so 
others see Jesus in you.

Close in prayer and pray for all your students to be bold 
in their testimony. Pray God’s love and favor to be with all 
people, believers and non believers. Remind the students 
to take their Father’s Day craft as they leave.


