
 

Pick your seat strategically.    

I'm so thankful for the members that I've seen who have been very aware of the needs of first-
time guests to have a place to sit.  Several of you and your families have made an intentional 
effort to scoot in closer to the middle and move a little bit forward to make it easier for others to 
find a place.  (While some have shown an effort still more is needed.)  But even though I've seen 
some signs of moving to the middle, I've also witnessed another phenomenon lately.  Most 
people have been sitting on the eastern most half of the worship center leaving the west end a 
little more open.  As I stand at the back and watch as service begins, I notice several new families 
have had to come in and walk the length of the building along the back to find a place to sit.  Let 
me encourage you to go west! 

One of the great advantages of our church right now is that everyone knows what it's like to be a 
first-time guest.  Some of you have experienced that twice from the last two places we 
worshipped.  Realizing we have all walked into a new building and didn't know where to sit has 
equipped us to look at this facility with some fresh eyes.  It gives us a new perspective and allows 
us to relate with others experiencing First Baptist for the first time.  Knowing that so many new 
people who visit (which is a blessing) want to be able to slide in and find a seat for them and their 
family easily without causing commotion or standing out, we need to choose our seats 
intentionally.  It will be so much more inviting and easy for them to find a seat on the east side 
when they enter.  Shortly, I will be meeting with our usher team and walking through some 
training and strategy for our seating on Sunday morning, but until then let's all play a part in 
making room.  

One of the comments I heard a couple of years ago was, "Why should I reward somebody with a 
good seat that can't get to church on time." Is that the attitude we want to have?  That question is 
framed all wrong.  It's not an issue of rewarding.  It's an issue of hospitality and thinking of others 
first.  Maybe it's not you who rewards someone but God who rewards you for showing kindness to 
a stranger and hospitality to a visitor by giving up your favorite spot knowing it's going to someone 
that needs it.   
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	  Deacons	  of	  the	  Week:	  
May	  14-‐20	   	   James	  Lorenzen	   850-‐2244	  
	   	   Michael	  Mann	  	   621-‐8256	  
May	  21-‐27	   	   David	  Bennett	  	   437-‐0776	  
	   	   Mitch	  Stinnett	  	   850-‐3568	  
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Last	  Sunday	  

Attendance	   	  
Small	  Groups/Sunday	  School	   204	   2Home	  

Morning	  Worship	   416	   	  
	   	   	  

Refunds/Designated	  
Atteberry	  Memorial	   325.00	  
Chevalier	  Memorial	   100.00	  

Concert	  Tickets	   90.00	  
Missions	  	   250.00	  

Pop	  Machine	   10.00	  
Coffee	  Donation	   25.17	  

Falls	  Creek	   405.00	  
	   	  
	   	  

	  

We are honoring 113 ladies who turned in their 
cards on Sunday for Mother’s Day, so we will gift 
an extra $585 to Life Choices Medical this month!    

Tithes	  &	  Offerings	  
Budget	  Receipts	  this	  week	   7,480.68	  

YTD	  Receipts	   320,735.74	  
YTD	  Budget	   225,722.67	  

Bldg	  Fund	  Received	  this	  week	   637.00	  
	   	  
	   	  

	  

Ladies, join us for a baby shower honoring Jonna 
Flock on Sunday, June 3 at 2 pm in the East 
Room.  Jonna is registered at Target and is 

expecting a boy, Jackson Roland. 

During the month of May we will be collecting non-
perishable food items for Watered Gardens.  
Collection boxes are located in the Adult 
classrooms on the 2nd floor.  See Dan or Kelly Tharp 
for more info. 

You are invited to a Come and Go Reception 
for Levi and Ruth Gandy’s 50th wedding 
anniversary on Saturday, May 26, from 2-4 in 
the East Room. 


