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As a church, we are constantly faced with the rapid change in culture and demographics.  How do we minister to 

a rapidly changing world?  My area of concern is now my own age group called Senior Adults.  By 2030 adults 

over the age of 65 will more than double from 43 million to 92 million.  By 2060 there will be three times as many 

adults over the age of 85.  There are 10,000 people a day who turn 65.  Almost one in five senior adults live 

below the poverty level, but an even greater number live in despair.  With people living longer, the need for long 

term care (nursing homes) will grow at a rapid rate.  The costs for such care will skyrocket. 

Perhaps the greatest health concern is the dreaded disease we know as Alzheimer’s.  This disease can start 30-50 

years before symptoms appear.  Amazing strides are being made in prevention.  Seniors can live longer, 

healthier, and more productive lives by doing some simple things in term of nutrition and exercise. And yes, 

spiritual growth, continued spiritual growth, plays a major part. 

It was about a year ago when I approached Jamie and volunteered to be a minister to senior adults during the 

transition time from the downtown campus to the south campus.  My concern was that “we” as senior adults 

would – could – get lost in the transition shuffle.  My thought was that the need for a special ministry to senior 

adults would only last for the transitional year.  That is changing in ways I could not imagine a year ago. 

This article space is called “the Vision.”  In a very general way, let me share with you where I see us going in the 

future.  The vision is for this church to provide a ministry to seniors in all areas of life – spiritual, emotional, 

nutritional, physical.  Addressing spiritual needs is a given.  That is what a church should do; but there are other 

areas that may be new.  Once our move is complete we look toward providing exercise opportunities several 

times a week.  We look toward nutritional education because many physical problems seniors encounter come 

because of poor nutrition, and yes, there is a relationship between Alzheimer’s and nutrition.  We are looking at a 

well-rounded plan already in place and used by churches to address these issues.  We don’t have to start from 

ground zero.  More to come very soon. 

My motivation in all of this has a somewhat selfish goal.  I need to do this myself.  I have nursing home insurance, 

but I would love not to use it.  Lastly, I see all of this as a great outreach to unsaved and unchurched seniors all 

over this area.    

Tim 
	  Deacons	  of	  the	  Week:	  
April	  30-‐May	  6	   	   Jordan	  Smith	   	  	  	  	  	  507-‐402-‐4452	  
	   	   Barry	  Huff	   	   529-‐8004	  
May	  7-‐13	   	   Tom	  Fouts	   	  	  	  	  	  620-‐762-‐2224	  
	   	   James	  Lorenzen	   850-‐2244	  
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Last	  Sunday	  

Attendance	   	  
Morning	  Worship	  9:00	   130	   2Home	  

Morning	  Worship	  10:30	   190	   	  
	   	   	  

Refunds/Designated	  
Annie	  Armstrong	   220.00	  

Senior	  Adults	   234.00	  
Benevolence	   227.00	  

Coffee	  Donations	   8.00	  
Falls	  Creek	   135.00	  
Scholarship	   1,500.00	  

	   	  
	   	  
	   	  

	  

Tithes	  &	  Offerings	  
Budget	  Receipts	  this	  week	   10,717.75	  

YTD	  Receipts	   243,898.66	  
YTD	  Budget	   214,041.42	  

Bldg	  Fund	  Received	  this	  week	   850.00	  
Building	  Fund	  Available	   338,712.54	  

2017	  Outstanding	  Pledges	  
Remaining	  

200,612.24	  
	   	  

	  

Ladies, join us this Sunday at 2 pm at Ashley 
Hailey’s home to celebrate the upcoming 

wedding of Kelsey Long and Kyle Vene.  Kelsey 
and Kyle have been attending and serving the 
preschool area since they were in high school. 

VBS is June 4-8 at Victory Ministries and Sports 
Complex.  Registration is open online at our 

website – firstjoplin.org.   Invite friends, 
neighbors, and family to VBS!  You can also 

register to volunteer! 

Graduates, please join us on Sunday, May 7, so 
we can congratulate you!  Please contact the 
church office with your name, school, and future 
plans by Thursday, May 4. 

	  

On Mother’s Day, May 14, we will have a Baby 
Dedication during both services.  If you would like 
to participate, please contact the church office with 
baby’s name and birthday, parents’ names, and a 
picture (email preferred.)  You can also register 
online at firstjoplin.org under the ministries tab. 

Thank	  you	  for	  all	  of	  your	  prayers	  for	  our	  family.	  	  Special	  thank	  you	  to	  all	  the	  ladies	  who	  
prepared	  a	  lovely	  meal	  for	  us.	  	  Joann	  Wellmeier,	  Mary	  &	  Bob	  Wier	  	  	  	  


